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(57) Abstract: An ultrasonic observation apparatus according to the present invention includes: a frequency analyzing unit that cal -
culates a plurality of frequency spectra by analyzing frequencies of signals generated on the basis of echo signals; a feature calculat -
ing unit that calculates individual features of the plurality of frequency spectra, that calculates corrected features of the frequency
spectra with each of three candidate attenuation factors, that calculates statistical variations of the corrected features for each of the
candidate attenuation factors, that then generates a quadratic function based on the variations, and that sets, as an optimal attenuation
factor, the candidate attenuation factor with which the statistical variations are minimized in the quadratic function; and a feature-im -
age-data generating unit that generates feature image data in which a corrected feature based on the optimal attenuation factor is dis -
played together with an ultrasound image.
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