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To all whom it may coneeri:

Be it knewn that we, Aporpm MyErs,
LeoroLp hivers, and Frixcis RoBERT
BAKER, subjects of His Majest: the King of
Great Britain and lveland, residing at Bir-
mingham, England, have invented new and
useful Improvements in and Connected with
Looose-T.eaf Books, Files, Temporary Bind-

- ers, and the Like, of which the following is ¢
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specification.
~ This invention has reference to loose-leaf
books, files, temporary binders, and the like,
and consists in consiructing, in the manner
hereinafter described, those parts on which
the papers are filed, whereby they are sim-
plified and can readily be opened for the re-
moval and insertion of papers and when
closed will be perfectly secure.

Our invention is illustrated by the accom-
panying drawings, on which— _

Figure 1 is a side elevation of our inven-
ton. Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same.
Fig. 3 is a side elevation looking toward the
vight-hand side of Iig. 2. TFig. 4 is a plan of
the same. Iig. 5 is a front view of the same,
open for the removal or replacing of the
papers.  Fig. 6 is a back view of the same,
also shown open; and Fig. 7is a cross-sec-
tion of part of the same on line X X of Figs.
5 and 6.

The same reference-numerals indicate the |

same paris in all the figures.

We provide two elongated flat plates
which are marked, respectively, 1 and 2, and
they are jointed together near one end by a
rivet 3, which passes through them. The
plates are by preference arranged to lie one
upon the other, as shown. The plates 1 2
can be turned on their rivet or joint 3 and
open out from one another, as shown in Figs.
5 and 6, like the legs of & pair of compasses,
or closed together, as in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4.
The plate 1 has two or more side project-
ing prongs, such as 4 5, and the plate 2 has
two or more similar side projecting prongs 6
7, which project forward at the front of the
plates and are so arranged that when the
plates are closed together, as in Tigs. 1, 2, 3,
and 4, the prongs 4 5 of the plaiec 1 meet and
match with the prongs 6 7 of the plate 2 and
form loops onwhich the papers can be placed.
‘When the two plates 1 2 are opened out from
one another about their joint-pin 3 as a cen-
ter, asin Figs. 5 and 6, the ends of the prongs
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4 5 are separated from the ends of the prongs
6 7, and the loose leaves can readily be in-
serted on the prongs, where they will be re-
tained, when the plates 1 2 and the prongs
are closed together again as in Figs. 1, 2, 3,
and 4.

Any convenient means may be employed
or there may be no means for securing the
plates 1 2 in their closed position; but what
we prefer is the sliding clip 8, which embraces
and slides on the plate 2 and at the back is
made with a loop-like tongue 9, adapted to
embrace the side of the other plate 1. Wlhen
the slide 8 is slid outwardly along the plate 2,
so as to project beyond the outer end of the
same, as in Ifig. 5, the legs 1 2 can be closed
or opened, as the tongue 9 will elear the outer
end of the plate 1, and then when the plates
have been closed together, as in Tfigs. 1, 2, 3,
and 4, the slide 8 can be slid backwardly to-
ward the jointed end 3, so that the tongue 9
will then embrace the outer end of the leg 1
and the two plates will be perfectly secure.
The downward movement of the slide 8§ is
limited by its lower end coming in contact
with the prong 7, and its outward movement
is limited by the inwardly-turned side edges
10 11 of the slide coming in contact with
stops or projections 12 13, which are formed
on the end of the plate 2.

In order to assist in securing the sliding.
clip 8 in its closed position, the side of the
outer end of the leg 1 is, by preference,
notched at 14, so that the tongue 9 will take
into this notch when the plates are closed
together and secured by the slide, as in Figs.
1,2,3, and 4. The top 17 of the slide 8'is
furned outwardly to facilitate sliding it.

In order to prevent the plates 1 2 from
opening farther than is necessary to enable
the leaves to be conveniently placed on the
prongs or removed therefrom, a suitable stop
1s provided, which is, by preference, formed
by turning upwardly the lower cormer 15 of
the plate 2, so as totake against the side edge
of the plate 1 when the plates are opened
apart, and to enable the plates to be opened
to a suflicient distance, as in Figs. 5 and 6,
the lower portion of the edge of the plate 1,
against which the projection’ 15 comes into
contact, is cut away at, 16, as shown, and the
joint-pin 3 is also, by preference, arranged as
near as possible to the opposite edges of the
plates 1 and 2 instead of being in the center

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

90

95

10¢C

105



10

I5

=

of the same, thus giving as much length as
possible between the center of the rivet 3 and
the projecting stop 15, so that the latter has
a longer movement than would be the case
if the rivet 3 were placed on the longitudinal
center line of the plates.

It will be understood that the plate 1 is
riveted or otherwise secured to the inside of

the back of the cover of the loose-leaf book
or temporary binder or can be fixed to a
board or the like, as is the case with other
filing appliances of a like kind.

What we claim as our invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is— '

A loose-leaf binder comprising two elon-
gated plates, one of said plates having one
corner cut away and the other plate having
its corresponding corner bent over to engage
said cut-away portion, a pin passing through
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both plates at the corners adjacent said cut-
away and bent-over corners so that said
plates when closed will lie one over the other,
prongs on the edges of said plates and curv-
mg outwardly and upwardly se as to meet in
the center line of said plates when said plates

are closed and a slide movable longitudi-
nally on one end of one plate and adapted to

engage the end of the other plate to hold the
plates together.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ADOLPH MYERS.
LEOPOLD MYERS.
FRANCIS ROBERT BAKER.

Witnesses:

Coaries Bosworrta KETLEY,
TrOMAS JOHN ROWE.
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