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(57) Abstract: Provided is a wakefulness assistance de-
vice for inducing wakefulness in the driver of a vehicle.
The wakefulness assistance device is provided with: a dri-
ver state determination unit for determining, on the basis
of information detected by a driver state detection sensor
for detecting the state of the driver of the vehicle, whether
or not the driver is feeling sleepy; and a conversation com-
mand information output unit for outputting, to a conver-
sation device, conversation command information for the
driver to have a conversation with the driver of another ve-
hicle. When it is determined by the driver state determin-
ing unit that the driver is feeling sleepy, the conversation
command information output unit outputs, to the conver-
sation device, start information for starting the provision
of a conversation environment, the start information being
contained in the conversation command information.
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