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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

THOMAS J. BLAGG, OF BOISE, IDAHO, ASSIGNOR OF ONE EIGHTH TO HENRY C. SCHADE, OF
BOISE, IDAHO

TENT.

No. 861,252.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented July 80, 1007,

Application filed February 11,1907, Serial No, 366,867,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Tuomas J. Bracae, 2 citizen of the
United States, residing at Boise, in the county of Ada
and State of Idaho, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tents, of which the followmg
is a specification..

This invention has for its object an improved con-v
struction of tent house which is particularly deslgned .
- for use by traveling photographers or the like and is in-

tended to be carried on a wagon gear from place to
place and set up in the form of a tent while still upon

-the wagon gear, or upon the ground, if desired, and

which when traveling-along the road may be closed up
to form a substantially square box, all as will be here-
inafter specifically described and the novel -features

thereof pointed out in the appended claims.

. For a full deseription of the invention and ‘the merits
thereof and also to acquire a knowledge of the details of

construction of the means for effecting the result, ref- |
-erence is to be had to the following description and ac-

companymg drawings, in which:

Tigure 1 is a perspective view illustrating my mven—‘

tion arranged as a tent;- Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
the parts folded up to form 2 wagon box; Fig. 3 is a de-
tail perspective view illustrating particularly a filling
board for an otherwise open space in the box structure;
Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view illustrating the
means for holding the end tent poles in place; Fig. 5
is a detail perspective view illustrating a portion of the
leg construction; Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional view
of the structure arranged as a tent; Fig. 7'is.a perspec~

_tive view illustrating | the floor partlcularly, Fig. 8isa

trafisverse sectional view 111ustrat1ng a modified form
hereinafter referred to; Fig. 9 is a detaﬂ perspectlve
view of the strut adapted o support a portion’ of the
stove-pipe; Fig. 10 isa detail perspective view of a side
or ridge pole employed with the modification -illus-
trated in Fig. 8; Figs. 11 and 12 are detail views of
stove pipe clamps and, Fig. 13 is a ‘detail sectional
view illustrating a side extension of one wall, i the
modification illustrated in Fig. 8. - )
Corresponding and like parts are referred to in the

following description and'indicated in all the views

of the drawings by the same reference characters.
My improved tent is composed of two main portions

A and B, each of which embodies two solid walls of

bokrds or the like, said walls being angularly disposed

- with respect to each other, and designated a, o/, b and

v/, said walls bemg reinforced and secured together by
means of a series of cross beams 1: - Each of these main
portions A and B also embodies solid end walls, and
the two main portions are hinged together at ‘theéir ad-

jacent longitudinal edges 50 as to divide the structure

into two main longitudinal sections, one of which is
adapted to fold up upon the other to form a preferably
rectangular inclosed box. In the preferred construc-
tion, one of these portions is adapted to remainas a sub-
stantially permanent fixture upon a wagon gear, as
shown, unless it be desired to remove the entire struc-

ture from said gear when making a long stop, while the -

other main portion ‘or section (A) is designed to -be
turned outwardly to.the open position illustrated in
Fig. 1 so that its wall o’ will form a eontinuation of the
wall ¥, 50 as to constitute the floor of the tent.

As~in one embodiment of the invention, the device
when closed up to form & box is wider than it is high, it
will be noted that tl&e wall.@ which becomes the verti-
cal wall when the section of'portion A is swung out-

. Wardly, is higher than its opposite vertical wall b, but

it is obvious that the proportions of the parts may be
varied at will. . : i

- In o¥der to pivotally connect the two main sections
A and B togethér, I employ, in the présent instance a
rod 2 which may be composed of gas-pipe or other tub-
ing s0 as to combine lightness with strength and said
hinge rod 2 extends through apertures in the over-
lapped ends of the intermediate cross beams of the two
sections and through metal corner brackets of the corner
cross beams of the two sections, as clearly illustrated
in the drawings. 'When the section A 'is swung over

against the section B to form the inclosed box illustrated .
-in Fig. 2, the otherwise free ends of the cross.beams 1 -

of the section A may be secured to the contacting ends
of the other section by means of hooks; hasps, or other
fastening devices.

‘With this general understanding of the main idea
of the invention I shall proceed to describe how the

‘box shown in Fig. 2 is opened to form the foundation

for the tent structure, and how the tent is set' up upon
such foundation, at the same time specifying the ¥a-
rious parts that are embodled in the invention to effect
the operation.

Referring, then, to Flg 2, Whlch illustrates the de-
vice as cloged upintoa box, it will be understood that
the wall a hecomes the top of the box, and the vertical
wall of the tent foundation when the section A is
swung outwardly and downwardly and that the wall
@’ becomes a portion of the floor. In order to assist in

* swinging the section A outwardly and downwardly, I

provide one or more pairs of strap irons 3 through which
one of the end tent poles or any other stave or pole may

be inserted so as to secure a leverage to swing the séction.
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A outwardly. As this section is swung outwardly, it = .

1s obvious that the said pole may be slipped upwardly

and out of the said strap irons; to be secured in. its
proper place for the tent structure. As has been above
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stated, the device is mainly intended to be a perma-
nent fixture on the wagon gear, and therefore legs dre
‘necessary for only the section A, when the latter is

.swung outwardly and downwardly to perform its func-

tion ag a tent element. Two or more legs may be pro-
vided according to the size of the structure, but, in

the present instance, I have shown two of these legs’

adapted to be secured at the two corners of the said
The legs designated 4 are preferably formed
of two strips of wood cut out intermediate of their ends
or filled in at their ends to form solid end portions, and
to produce longitudinally extending slots 5 between the
said solid end portions. Each of the end cross beams
1 of the top portion of the device when arranged as a
box is provided with two transverse openings 6 extend-
ing therethrough and adapted to receive the clamping
bolts 7 that are designed to extend through the slots 5
and are provided with flanged clamping plates 8 adapted
to bind against the edges of the legs 4 so as to hold the
legs in different adjusted positions with respect to said
end cross beams. When the device is arranged as a
closed box, these legs preferably are adjusted so that
their ends come flush with the ends of the said cross

" beams, but when the section A is swung outwardly and
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downwardly preparatory to completing the formation
of the tent structure, the bolts 7 are loosened and the
legs 4 are slid outwardly to the desired extent and then
again tightened or secured in their adjusted -positions,
8o that they will reach the ground when the section A
has been swung to its proper outward position. It

will be noted that the other section B does not need

legs, as it is supported by the wagon gear. - -

The next step in the operation of raising the tent is
to place the two end poles 9 in position. A sill 10 runs
longitudinally underneath the bottom wall 3’ of the sec-
tion B, and said sill is slotted at each end, as indicated

‘at 11 to receive the lower. ends of the two end tent

poles 9. When these have been inserted in the slots
11, a wedge 12 which is preferably permanently secured
to the structure by means of a flexible connection-13

in front of each end pole 9 and the poles thus held se-
curely in position. Each end pole is provided at its
upper end with a pin 15 adapted to extend upwardly
‘through an aperture formed to receive it in each end
of the ridge pole 16, whereby to support the ridge pole
on the upper ends of the two end poles. The canvas
17 which forms the side walls of the tent above the
foundation walls A and B is secured by a tacked cleat,
or by tacks only, if desired, to the under side of the
ridge pole 16 50 as to form 2 permanent part of the lat-

. ter, and when the ridge pole is in place, the two side
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walls 17 of canvas are unfurled or dropped downwardly

into the notches I* formed in the upper ends of the
‘cross beams 1 at both sides of the structure. The walls
a and b preferably extend upwardly so as to form re-
cesses with said notches, and it is these recesses in
which the lower edges of the two canvas sides 17 are
placed. - The cords 18 that-are secured to said lower
edges of the canvas are then passed around and se-
cured to the cleats 19 Whlch are provided on the differ-
ent cross beams.

The ridge pole. 16 is provided with an upstanding,
half round, longitudinally extending rib 20 over which
the fly 21 is adapted to extend, and the said fly extends

- Is inserted through' the pair of strap iron brackets 14 -

17.

861,252

at its lower edges over the upper ends of the cross beams

"1'instead of into the notches 1* and are secured by
means of the cords 22 to the cleats 19.

The end walls 23 of canvas are preferably secured to
those end cross beams that extend vertically in an
open position by means of cords secured to vertically
extending series of staples 24 and such canvas end
walls are also secured above the cross beams by means
of cords or lacing, or may be integral with the side walls
Preferably they are integral. At either end wall
23, a door 25 may be provided, the frame of the door

being laced to the end wall or secured by any other de-

sired- means. To provide steps leading downwardly
from the door, the cross beam 1 adjacent the threshold
of the door has a pair of angle brackets 26 secured to it,
and a rod 27 extends through said angle brackets and
through the steps 28 to secure the steps in place.
Underneath the bottom wall b/ are two storage com-
partments, one of which is preferably accessible
through the end door 29 and is adapted to contain the

stove pipe, end tent poles, and other accessories when.

the apparatus is folded up into the box so as to travel
on the road, and the other compartment divided from
the first by a longitudinal partition and is intended to
contain victuals. - Thislast storage compartment is pref-

erably accessible through a.trap door or floor board: 30,

To cover up the opening between the two floors when
the device is arranged as a tent, that is, the opening at
the hinge rod 2, I provide' a floor board 31 which ijs
preferably formed with a hinge section 32, so that it
may be folded up into a comparatively small space and
placed in the storage compartment, when not in use.
And to cover up the same space when the device is ar-
ranged as-an inclosed box, I provide a board 33 which
is adapted to stand upright on downwardly projecting

“pins'34 adapted to be received in floor sockets 35.

36 designates a window which may be of any desired
construction and of any desired number, said window

- or windows being preferably located in the wall a so as
_to admit light from the side when the device is set up

as a tent and Ilght from the top when the box i$ formed.
As the above pipe 37 is located at the side of the

structure when the device is set up as a tent, it is ob-
vious that an elbow must be provided within the length .

of stove pipe. "To support the elbow designated 40 and
to secure it to the vertically extending section 41 of
the stove pipe, I provide a clamp 42 which is adapted

-to bind around the vertically extending section of the

stove pipe and is provided with a depending hook 43
to support the elbow. In connéction with the clamp
42, a clamp 44 is provided, said latter clamp embodying
as the former clamp, two spring arms adapted to be se-
cured to one of the end poles of the tent by means of a

“thumb nut 45 and prov1ded with bowed fingers adapted .

to clamp the stove pipe. )
If it be desired that the stove pipe extend out through

.one side of the structure, an opening being then formed

in the said side for such purpose, the said stove pipe

| may be supported by means of clamps 42 adjustably

secured to a slotted strut 46. This strut is formed with
a slot 47 designed to receive, in addition to the clamgs
42, clamping bolts 48 like the clamping bolts 7. . By
this means, the strut46 may be secured to any one of the
intermediate cross beams. )

When it is desired to knock-down the tent or fold the
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same together and make the box illustrated in Fig. 2, !

In case the wagen upon which the tent structuie is

preparatory to traveling along the road, the fly 21 is | mounted has high hind wheels, I provide the floor
lgosened, the stakes 49 which may be supplied in any | with hoods 60, into which the wheels may extend.

desired number to support the device against wind
stress, are taken up, the canvas forming the main walls

- of the tent is detached from the cleats 19, the step 28

Having thus described the invention, what is elaimed

as new is:

1. A structure of the character described, comprising

detached as well as the frame of the door 25, the end [ two hinged sections, each of which is provided with angu-
I

poles are unfastened and inserted in the compartment
designed for them, and the canvas is wrapped around

larly disposed side and bottom walls, one section being ar-
ranged to fold over upon the other, wherely to form an in-
closed box and being also adapted to Le swung outwardly

the ridge pole and then fastened by cords on the top of | from the other section, and means for supporting canvas
the box after the section A has been Swung over upon | on and above the said sections in open position, whereby

the section B. Manifestly, also, the legs 4 are slid in- | to breduce a tent.

wardly and the stove pipe taken down and other parts
unshipped in an evident manner.

2. A structure of the character described, comprising

two longitudinally extending sections Linged together to
fold one upon the other, one section being adapted to be

It will be noted that the tent above described, has swung away from the other so as to form the floor founda-

one side wall higher than the opposite wall. If it be
desired to ‘construct the tent with both side walls of

tion, side and end walls, of the tent, end poles, means de-
tachaply securing the end poles to one of said sections,
ridge poles supported by said end poles, canvas or tne like

equal height, I may accomplish this by the construc- supported by said ridge poles, and means for securing the

height of the shorter wall, T provide a side ridge pole
50 which is detachably secured on the ends of the

_tion’ illustrated in Figs. 8 and 10. To increase the | canvas to the said foundation walls,

3. A structure of the char.acter described, comprising a

box constructed in longitudinal sections hinged together, a
wagon gear upon which one of said sections is divectly

serles f)f slotted extensmn. beams 51 adapted to be- supported, the other section being adapted to be swung off
extensibly secured to the side beams 1 of the shorter | ¢f said directly supported section, whereby to form there-
side,by means of clamping bolts 52. Theé side ridge | with the foundation of a tent, legs adapted to support said

pole 50, when detached from the extension side beams

section, and means for holding the canvas supported
across said sections.

4. A structure of the character described, comprising

occupy a comparatively small space when not in use. sections hinged together along their longitudinal edges, a
The said ridge pole 50 is-provided with a series of up- | wagcn gear supporting one of said sections, -the other sec-

wardly extending pins 54, the upper extremities of

tion being adapted to swing out and project sidewise be-
yond the wagon gear, adjustable legs secured to said last

which-are preferab ly grooved as indicated at 55. To named section and adapted- to support the same from the
h_OId the fly ropes up 8o as to form a space of the de- ground, and means for holding the canvas stretched
sired extent between the tent and the fly, these pins | across said sections.

54 project up through the canvas, the top of which is

5. A structure of the character described, comprising

longitudinal sections one of said sections being provided

Spht or SIOt.t ed’ :and I' th(larefore' p r(,)Vlde 1§00ds 56 to with a sill slotted at its ends, strap. brackets secured to
cover the slits t}.lroulgh which said pins project for the the ends of said sill, end poles adapted to be.inserted in
purpose of keeping out cold or moisture, ag indicated | said slots, wedges adapted to extend through said brackets,

in Fig. 8. The sides of the tent in this construction ,

and ‘hold said end poles in place, a ‘ridge pole supported by
said end poles, and means for supporting a canvas over

hat - i i ;
that extend above the notches of the main portion of the ridge pole and securing it to the said sections.

the shorter wall, are supported by cleats 57 nailed or

6. A structure of the character described, comprising

otherwise secured on the inside of the ceiling be- | hinged sections, embodying vertically, extending cross

tween the vertically extending cross beams, as indi-
cated in Fig. 13. In this construction, it is ‘to be

béams and walls to which said beams are secured, the
beams being provided with cleats and formed‘at their up-
. ber ends with notches, end poles supported Dy one of said

notefl_ that the longitudinal sill which is slotted t0 | sections, 4 ridge pole mounted upon said end poles; a can-
receive the end poles may be moved over to assume | vas secured to said ridge pole with its edges inserted in
a middle position, instead of the ‘“‘off the middle” | said notches, and.brovided at said edges with cords adapt-

position, illustrated in the other views. In all other

ed to be secured to said cleats.

7. A structure of the character described, comprising a

- respects, except those herein specifically referred to in foundation embodying solid walls and cross beams secured
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-connection with this modification, such modification-
is substantially like the form first described.

From the foregoing description in connection with
the accompanying drawing, it will be seen that I have -
provided a very complete and effective construction
of tent for traveling photographers’ use or for the use
of campers, or the like, which embodies means where-
by parts may. be closed up in a box structure while
‘traveling along the road, and then changed, or differ-,
ently. arranged so as to render easy the operation of
setting up a tent. If desired, for a long stop, the
entire device may be raised from the wagon gear by
means of the two erd poles or other devices as a der-
rick, but in ordinary use, it is contemplated thet the
main section B shall remain as a permanent part of
the wagon gear while the other section is swung out-
supported on the ground by its extensible

thereto, and provided at their upper ends with notches,
end poles, means for supporting tlie same, a ridge pole
mounted on the upper ends of the.end poles, canvas se-
cured to said ridge pole with its edges Inserted in the

cured to the cross beams and adapted for engagement by
said cords, and a fly, the ridge pole being provided with
means for supporting the fly out of contact with the said
canvas, and the edges of said fly extending outwardly over
the upper ends of said eross beams and provided with
cords also adapted to be secured to the cleats.

8. A structure of the character described; comprising
two right angular hinge sections adapted to be spread
apart with two walls of the sections in alinement and two
adjacent side walls parallel, said sections embodying side
beams, clamping bolts secured to said side .beams, and
slotted legs adjustably connected with said Lolts and can-
vas adapted to be stretched across said sectious.

9. A structure of the character described, comprising
hinge sections adapted to De spread apart and .form the

of said sections is directly .supported, the other section

notches and provided at such edges with cords, cleats se-
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“Dbeing adapted to swing ovér the side of Said gear, legs

adapted to support said sections, canvas side walls,
means for supporting said side walls of the canvas above
the said sections and secured thereto, end walls of can-
vas, means for securing said end walls to said sections,
and adjustable steps secured to one of said sections.

10. A structure of the character described, comprising a
tent foundation formed with solid walls of which one is
higher than the opposite and congsisting of hinged sections,
end poles supported by one of said sections, a ridge pole
supported by said end poles, canvas stretched over said
ridge pole, and a vertically extensible side ridge pole se-
cured to the shorter side of the foundation.

11. A structure of the character described, comprising a
tent foundation formed with solid walls of which one is
higher than the opposite and consisting of hinged sections,
end poles supported by one of said sections, a ridge pole
supported by said end poles, canvas stretched over said
ridge pole, and a vertically extengible side ridge pole se-
cured to the shorter side of the foundation, safd side ridge
pole embodying a series of longitudinally slotted extension
beams and bolts that are adjustably connected to said
beams and secured to the said shorter wall.

12. A structure of the character described, comprising a
tent foundation formed with solid walls of which one is
higher than the opposite and consisting of hinged sections,
end poles supported by one of said sections, a ridge pole
provided with a series of upwardly projecting pins adapt-
ed to extend through the canvas,. extension beams secured
to said ridge pole, and adjustably connected to the shorter
foundation wall, and a fly adaptéd to pass over the center
ridge pole and be secured to the opposite walls, said fly be-
ing provided with ropes that pass over and are mounted on
the upper end of said pins.

138. A structure of the character described, comprising a
tent foundation formed with solid walls of which one is
higher than the opposite and consisting of hinged sections,
end poles supported by one of said sections, a”ridge pole

- 861,252

provided with a series of upwardly projecting pins adapt-
ed to extend through the canvas, extension beams secured
to said ridge pole, and adjugtably connected to the shorter
foundation wall, and.a fly adapted to pass over the center
ridge and be secured to the opposite wallg, said fly being
provided with ropes that pass over and are mounted in the
upper end of said pins, the said canvas heing provufed
with hoods adapted to cover the openings formed by said
pins. .

14. A structure of the character described, comprising a
tent foundation formed with solid walls of which one is
higher than the opposite and consisting of hinged sections,
end poles supported by one of said sections, a ridge pole
provided with a series of upwardly projecting pins adapted
to extend through the canvas, extension beams secured
to said ridge pole, and adjustably connected to the shorter
foundation wall, and a fiy adapted to pass over the center
ridge and be secured to the opposite walls, said fly being
provided with ropes.that pass over and are mounted in the
upper end of said pins, the said canvas being provided
with hoods adapted to cover the openings formed by said
pins, the said side ridge pole being jointed so as to fold

‘upon itself and the extension beams being connected to the

said side ridge pole.

15, A structure of the chalacter desgcribed, comprxsmg'
two box-like sections .embodying walls and cross beams,

projecting beyond the walls and hinged together, means
for securing said sections together to form a box, one of
said walls being provided with sockets, and a filling board
provided with projecting pins adapted to fit in _said sockets
whereby to close said space,

In teétlmony whereof 1 aﬁix my signature in presence

of two witnesses.

THOMAS J. BLAGG. [L. s.1

Witnesses :
GEO. F. SHAFFER,
WiLBERT H. TYER.
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