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Claimsl-7andclaims 8-12 have acommon technical featureof "performing
communication using light and electricity".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the documents 1-3.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Accordingly, claims are classified into two inventions each of which
has a special technical feature indicated below.

(Invention 1) claims 1-7

"A cable provided with: at least one optical fiber cable; at least
two electric cables that are provided to sandwich the optical fiber cable;
and plugs, which are positioned at both the ends of the cable, and which
respectively have electrical contact sections connected to the electric
cables.”

(Invention 2) claims 8-12

"An electronic apparatus, which is provided with at least two electric
contacts and a receptacle that handles a laser beam for performing
communication by means of light with an electronic apparatus on the other
end, or amethod for controlling the electronic apparatus, saidelectronic
apparatus performing communication by means of light by controlling a
current flowing in a cable.”

Claims 8-12 are not relevant to inventions which involve all of the
matters to define the invention in claim 1 and which have a same category.

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect toclaims classified into inventionl, claims 8-12 are not relevant
to inventions on which it is substantially possible to carry out a search
without an additional pricor-art search and judgment, and there is no
other reason for that it can be considered that it is efficient to carry
out a search on claims 8-12 together with claim 1, and consequently,
it is impossible to classify claims 8-12 into invention 1.
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