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This invention relates to a back rest. More particu-
larly, this invention relates to a back rest for use in
bathtubs.

Many people customarily spend a considerable amount
of time in z bathtub while bathing. This time is spent in
quiet relaxation and is considered an excellent means for
relieving tensions and cares built up during a busy day.
Further, many people must spend a considerable amount
of time in the bathtub for medical reasons, under a doc-
However, if one sits back in the average
Dbathtub, his back contacts a hard and normally cold and
unpleasant surface. This is due to the inherent struc-
ture of the tub and little has been done to eliminate these
discomforts.

1t is an object of this invention to provide a back rest
for use in bathtubs. This back rest is particularly de-
signed for those people who wish to spend a consider-
able amount of time in the tub.

Another object of this invention is to provide such a
back rest which provides a soft and friendly surface to
rest against.

Another obiject of this invention is to provide such a
back rest which is pleasing in appearance and constructed
such that its appearance is retained even though sub-
jected to the bath water, soaps, detergents and the like.

Another object of this invention is to provide such a
back rest which is completely waterproof and shape re-
taining, thereby being long lasting and easily cleanable.

These and other objects of this invention will become
obvious to those skilled in the art of back rests upon
reading the following specification in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the back rest compris-
ing this invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the plane
I—1I of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the back rest of
FIG. 1 positioned and mounted in a large tub; and

FIG. 4 is a perspective view, similar to FIG. 3, show-
ing the back rest of FIG. 1 positioned and mounted with-
in a smaller tub.

Briefly, this invention relates to a back rest for use
in a bathtub including a core fabricated of a resilient,
shape retaining material and formed to the general con-
figuration of an end of a bathtub. A cover envelops
this core, the cover being absolutely watertight and the
material from which it is formed being characterized by
resistance to soaps and detergents, and easily cleaned.
A wing extends from each side of the cover. A suction
cup is secured to each of the wings, whereby the back
rest may be positioned adjacent an end of a bathtub and
the suction cups secured to the bathtub, the back rest
covering an area of the end of the bathtub sufficient to
accommodate the entire back of a bather.

Referring more specifically to the drawings, the refer-
ence numeral 1 designates the back rest of this invention
(FIGS. 1 and 2). The back rest 1 includes a core 2, a
cover 19, a pair of wings 20 and 21, and a pair of suction
cups 39 and 31.

The core 2 is fabricated of a material characterized by
softness, resiliency and the ability to retain the configur-
ation to which it is formed. It has been found that a
core comprised of foam rubber exhibits the proper
characteristics noted and is therefore considered as in-
cluded in a preferred embodiment of the invention. How-
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ever, it must be understood that this core could be
fabricated of other materials exhibiting these character-
istics, such as foamed urethane. The core 2 is generally
rectangular and shaped to the configuration of an end
of a bathtub. It is of a size such that is can accommodate
the entire back of a person bathing in the tub. In the
preferred embodiment of this invention shown, the core is
tapered, the end 3 being thicker than the end 4. The
purpose of this tapering will be more fully explained
hereinafter.

The cover 10 is fabricated of a material characterized
by resistance to water, soap, detergents and the like. The
surface of the material must be such that it is easily clean-
able. It is mandatory that it be completely watertight.
It has been found that an envelope of vinyl plastic is
especially well adapted for the purposes noted. However,
it is to be understood that the invention is not to be
limited to this particular type of plastic. Rather, in the
broadest aspect of this invention, any material exhibiting
the characteristics noted may be utilized. This cover or
envelope 1€ is comprised of two sheets of material of
the type noted above, designated by the reference num-
erals 11 and 12. The sheets 31 and 12 are generally
rectangular and conform to the configuration of the core
2, being slightly larger than the surface area of the core.
The sheet 11 includes a pair of ears 11a and 115, and the
sheet 12 includes a pair of ears 12a and 12b. The sheets
11 and 12 are snugly fitted adjacent the core 2, and the
peripheries of each sheet are adhesively bonded together.
1t will be noted that the ears 11e and 124 are superim-
posed one upon the other, as are the ears 11b and 125.
The two sheets are secured together in such a manner
that an absolutely waterproof envelop is provided for the
core 2.

The ears 11z and 124 form the wing 28, the ears 11b
and 12b forming the wing 21. Suction cups 3¢ and
31 are secured respectively to the wings 29 and 23, by
suitable fastening means. These suction cups form the
means for attaching the back rest 1 to the bathtub.

The back rest 1 is used as follows. As shown in
FIG. 3, the back rest 1 is positioned adjacent an end 41
of a large bathtub 4¢. The lower end 4 of the back
rest is configurated to the bottom and end of the tub
as shown, it being easily pliable because of its thickness.
The suction cups 3¢ and 31 are then applied to the end
41 of the tub 4@. It will be noted that the back rest
is firmly attached to the end of the tub and the bather
may lean against the back rest, his entire back, neck
and head contacting a soft and friendly surface. The
bather may rest against this surface during the relax-
ation time spent in the tub.

FIG. 4 shows the back rest 1 positioned and mounted
within a somewhat smaller tub 56. In this case, the
suction cups 31 and 32 are secured to the sides 51 and
52 of the tub 50. When thus mounted, the back rest
1 provides the same comfort as noted hereinbefore.

It will be noted that this invention has provided a
back rest for use in a bathtub, particularly designed for
people who wish to spend a considerable amount of time
in the tub while bathing. Instead of the discomforts
of a hard and normally cold and unpleasant surface of
the tub, his back may rest against a soft and pleasing
friendly surface. The back rest is simple in construction,
and due to the characteristics of the cover, is long lasting
and easily cleaned. The back rest fits the configuration
of any sized sub and provides comfort at the entire end
of the tub.

While only one embodiment of this invention has been
shown and described, it may be possible to practice this
invention through the utilization of certain other em-
bodiments without departing from the spirit and scope
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therzef. Such embodiments are to be included as & part
of this invention unless the following claims specifically
state otherwise.

Iclaim:

1. A back rest for use in a bathtub, comprising: a
core, said core fabricated of a resilient, shape retaining
material and formed to the gemeral configuration of an
end of a bathtub; a cover enveloping said core, said cover
being watertight and the material from which it is formed
being characterized by resistance to soaps and detergents
and easily cleaned; a wing extending from each side of
said cover, and protruding beyond the outermost edge
portions of each side; each wing being flexible and bend-
able along said edge portions; and a suction cup secured
to each of said wings, whereby the back rest may be posi-
tioned adjacent an end of a bath tub and said suction
cups secured to the bathtub, said protruding bendable
wings allowing the suction cups to be attached to the
back of a wide tub and to the sides of a narrow tub;
said back rest adapted to cover an area sufficient to ac-
commodate the entire back of a bather. :

2. A back rest for use in a bathtub, comprising: a
core, said core fabricated of a resilient, shape retaining
material and formed to the general configuration of an
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end of a bathtub; a cover eaveloping said core, said cover
formed from two generally rectangularly shaped pieces
of plastic material adhesively secured together at their
peripheries, said cover being watertight and the material
from which it is formed being characterized by resistance
to soaps and detergents and easily cleaned; a wing ex-
tending from each side of said cover, said wings being
extensions formed on said pieces of plastic material, and
protruding beyond the outermost edge portions of each
side; each wing being flexible and bendable along said
edge portions; and a suction cup secured to each of said
wings, whereby the- back rest may be positioned adjacent
an ¢nd of a bathtub and said suction cups secured to the
bathtub, - said protruding bendable wings allowing the

‘suction -cups to -be attached to the back of a wide tub

-and to the sides of a narrow tub; said back rest adapted
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‘to cover an area sufficient to accommodate the entire back

of a bather.
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