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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-3

details of the actuating device - alternative A

STF: proximity sensor for detecting a user; infrared sensor,
weight sensor or motion detection sensor

E: system can automatically be activated

2. claim: 4

details of the camera
STF: water repellent protector filter on the lens
E: protection of camera against liquid

3. claim: 5

details of the actuating device - alternative B
STF: single button which can be pressed by user
E: system can only be activated by user

4. claims: 6(completely); 13(partially)

details of the actuating device - alternative C

STF: two buttons wich initiate different cleaning cycles;
use of a dual spray fluid nozzle for vagina and anus

E: cleaning cycle matching gender of the user

5. claim: 7

details of the cleaning cycle

STF: washing stage with predetermined number of seconds is
followed by drying stage with a predetermined number of
second before shut off

E: optimized stages for cleaning cycle

6. claim: 8

details of the liquid used
STF: 1liquid is either clean water, soap or medication
E: system can treat diseases

7. claim: 9

details of image recognition - alternative A
STF: camera captures a second plurality of images
E: movements of the user can be compensated
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

8. claim: 10

details of image recognition - alternative B

STF: camera captures a third plurality of images to
determine whether user has passed the distance threshold
from the bidet

E: system can detect when user leaves prior to end of
cleaning cycle

9. claim: 11

details of image recognition - alternative C

STF: camera captures a fourth plurality of images whereby
still soiled portions of the user are identified

E: cleaning results can be verified

10. claim: 12

details of the power source driving the system
STF: rechargeable battery or solar panels
E: system can be used independently from power mains

11. claim: 13(partially)

additional functionality of the system

STF: system can detect soiled areas of the bowl and clean
the bowl surface

E: no additional flushing needed

12. claim: 14

details of the detected objects can be considered

STF: software can identify various parts of the user within
the images

E: soiled areas can be distinguished from body parts of the
user

13. claim: 15

details of the image recognition algorithm

STF: camera provides a video which is than analyzed on basis
of individual images

E: data redundancy provides better results
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
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