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The present invention relates to electric light-
ing devices and more particularly to automotive
vehicle auxiliary lights.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a simple and inexpensively constructed
portable auxiliary trouble -light for automotive
vehicles which is especially adapted to utilize the
well-known sealed-beam light as a source of il-
lumination.

This and other objects are attained in accord-
ance with the present invention by providing a
holder for a sealed-beam lamp comprising an
electrical connector adapted to receive the bayo-
net terminals of the lamp and mounted in con-
centric relation with means which forms with
the assembled lamp and connector a reel about
which a considerable length of electrical con-
ductor may be wound. A bracket suitable for
mounting in the trunk compartment or under the
hood is adapted to carry the lamp and holder
assembly as a unit.

The novel features which are characteristic
of our invention are set forth with particularity
in the appended claims. Our invention itself,
however, will be best understood in connection
with the accompanying drawing in which Figure
1 is a side view partly in section and partly bro-
ken away of a frouble light assembly embodying
the present invention. Figure 2 is a view taken
along the line 2—2 of Figure 1. Pigure 3 is an
exploded view similar to Figure 1, and Figure 4 is
a view taken along the line 4-—4 of Figure 1.

Referring now to Figure 1 of the drawing, there
is illustrated an auxiliary or trouble light 2 em-
bodying the present invention attached to a con-
venient wall 4 preferably in the luggage compart-
ment or under the hood of a vehicle (not shown).

The auxiliary light 2 consists of a portable
lighting unit 6 and a bracket 8 in which the unit
6 is mounted and carried in clamped position, as
shown, by the clamp (0, threaded member i2
and thumb nut 14.

The portable light 2 comprises a sealed-beam
lamp 16 having its terminals in sliding contact
with the terminals 1T of any suitable electrical
connector 18 mounted concentrically in a spool
member 20. The terminals of connector 18 are
connected to a flexible extension cord 22 which
is wound on the spool 20 when the light is not
in use. The other end of the extension cord is
connected to a plug terminal 24 which is carried
by a spring clip 26 attached to the back of the
spool 20. Spring clips 28 retain the lamp 16 and
spool 20 in assembled relationship.

For a better understanding of the details of the
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portable light 2 reference may be had to the ex-
bloded view of Figure 3. In Figure 3, the lamp
16 is illustrated as having terminals 30 which
slidably engage the terminals of connector 8.
The spool 20 comprises a cup-shaped member 32
with a rectangular plate 34 attached to its partly
closed end. The abutting cup-shaped member 32
and plate 34 form an annular groove 36 which is
adapted to receive the fiange 38 on the connector
i8. The spool 20 is assembled with the connector
i8 by placing the connector in the aperture 40 in
the cup-shaped member 82 until the flange 38
abuts the edge of the cup-shaped member. The
plate 34 is then joined to the cup-shaped member
along with spring clip 26 by a rivet 42. With the
spool 20 assembled, the lamp terminals 80 are in-
serted in the connector (8 for contact with the
terminals 17 of the connector and the parts
clamped in assembled relationship by the spring
clips 28. The axis of lamp 6 is preferably
aligned with the axis of the cup-shaped mem-
ber 32. With the lamp and spool assembled g
reel space is provided between the lamp and rec-
tangular plate 34 for carrying a considerable
length of conductor. These clips 28 are fastened
to the spool 20 by tongue and groove joints and
are provided with generally U-shaped end por-
tions 44 which engage the flange 46 of the lamp
16. The flexible conductor 22 has its leads con-
nected at one end to the terminals 17 of the con-
nector {8 and at the other end to the plug termi-
nal 24. The flexible conductor may then be
wound around the spool and the plug terminal
clamped in the spring clip 26. With the portable
light 6 assembled it is positioned in the bracket 8§
with the flange 46 of the lamp {6 recessed in slots
48 in the inturned edges 50 of the bracket mem-~
ber. The clamp (0 and thumb nut i4 clamp
the lighting unit in the bracket.

When it is desired to use the light, it is removed
from the bracket and the flexible conductor un-
wound from the reel. 'The plug terminal 24 is
then inserted in the cigar lighter recess of the
vehicle or in a receptacle especially provided for
the lamp. With a sufficient length of conductor
the unit may be moved to any position about the
vehicle and placed on the ground for lighting a
particular portion of the vehicle. In this con-
nection the rectangular plate 34 provides means
for the prevention of rolling of the lamp and in
addition provides for adjusting the beam of the
light at different angles on the vehicle. By turn-
ing the unit so that the long side of the rectan-
gular plate 34 is in contact with the support sur-
face the beam of the light is projected in one di~
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rection at the vehicle. ‘Turning the unit so that
the short side of the rectangular plate is in en-
gagement with the support surface, a different
direction of beam is obtained. This is apparent
from the fact that the perpendicular distance
from the axis of the lamp unit to one edge or side,
for example the short side, of the rectangular
plate 34 is greater than the perpendicular dis-
tance from the axis of the lamp unit to another
edge or side, for example the long side, of the
plate. Thus a plane which is tangent to the pe-
ripheral edge of the lamp unit and passes through
the long side or edge of the rectangular plate de-
fines an angle with the axis of the lamp. unit
which is different in magnitude frem the angle

defined by the lamp unit axis and a:plane tangent.

to the peripheral edge of the lamp and passing
through the short side or edge of the plate.

The auxiliary light of the present inventiom:
provides a simple and inexpensively constructed
trouble light for vehicles and in addition has the
added important feature of providing at all times
a spare sealed-beam lamp for the headlight sys-
tem.

What we claim as new and desire to secure by
United States Letters Patent is:

1. In a vehicle auxiliary lamp assembly the
combination of a cupped member, means posi-
tioning an electrical connector within said mem-
ber, 2 lamp unit having terminals in engagement
with the terminals of said connector, said lamp
unit and said member having a common axis,
and a plate attached to one end of said member
and substantially perpendicular to said axis, ab

least one edge of said plate being spaced a 3

greater perpendicular distance from said axis
than another edge of said plate, the peripheral
edge of said lamp unit and an edge of said plate
providing a support for said assembly whereby
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the angle of the lamp beam is adjusted when
the assembly is supported by selected edges of
said plate and the peripheral edge of the lamp
unit.

2. In a vehicle auxiliary lamp assembly the
combination as defined by claim 1, wherein said
lamp unit comprises a sealed beam lamp, and a
plurality of spring clip members are attached at
one end to said cupped member and have means
at the other end for engaging said peripheral
edge of said lamp to secure said cupped member
to said lamp.

CLARENCE A. MICHEL.
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