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TRUNK-DRAWER CONSTRUCTION. 

Application filed July 9, 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE HENRY 

WHEARY, a citizen of the United States, and 
resident of Racine, in the county of Racine 
and State of Wisconsin, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Trunk-Drawer 
Construction, of which the following is a 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, which are a part of 
this specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

trunk drawer construction. 
Wardrobe trunks are usually divided ver 

tically centrally into two sections to form a 
drawer section and a wardrobe section, the 
Wardrobe section being provided with slid 
able drawers positioned one above the other. 
The wood of which the drawers are made 
is usually of sufficient thickness to permit 
the nailing of the corner edges together by 
nails driven lengthwise into the parts, and 
while said edge portions are also glued to 
gether, the joints are not very strong and 
ofttimes break or separate. Furthermore, 
in use the wood of which the trunk and 
drawers are formed shrinks, swells and 
warps so that in order to permit the drawers 
to slide freely at all times it is necessary to 
provide considerable clearance between the 
drawers and the trunk section. 
While this clearance is necessary, it is 

also very objectionable in that the front 
portions of the drawers do not fit snugly 
and may extend closer to one side than the 
other and present an unsightly and unfin 
ished appearance. Also, during trans 
portation the considerable space permits the 
drawers to rattle and pound against the 
trunk section and thereby unduly wear the 
parts and , disturb the contents of the 
drawers. 

It is one of the objects of the present in 
vention to overcome the before mentioned 
objectionable features and provide a drawer 
construction in which the driving of nails 
into the edge portions of the drawer parts 
is eliminated and said parts are connected 
together by corner members and nails or 
rivets driven transversely through the parts. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a trunk drawer construction in 
which the drawer is formed in part of sheet 
metal shaped to be easily connected to other 
portions of the drawer. 
A further object of the invention is to 
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provide a trunk drawer construction in 
which the drawers are freely slidably 
mounted in the trunk section and when in 
closed position are held snugly and firmly 
in alined position. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a drawer construction in which the 
means for maintaining the drawers in po 
sition also serve to fasten the drawer parts 
together and reinforce the corner edgepor 
tions of the drawers. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a trunk drawer construction in 
which the means for maintaining the 
drawers in position also serve as a guide 
means for centrally positioning the drawers 
in the trunk section. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a trunk drawer construction which 
is of simple construction, is strong and dura 
ble and is well adapted for the purpose 
described. 
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With the above and other objects in view, 
the invention consists of the improved trunk 
drawer construction and its parts and com 
binations as set forth in the claims and all 
equivalents thereof. - 

In the accompanying drawing in which 
the same reference characters indicate the 
same parts in all of the views: 

80 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a trunk 
drawer embodying the improved construc 
tion, a portion being broken away to show 
interior construction; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional detail view, on a 
larger scale, taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary rear corner view 
of the drawer. 
Referring to the drawing, the numeral 5 

90 

95 
indicates a side portion of the drawer sec 
tion of a wardrobe trunk in which the im 
proved drawers 6 (only one being shown) 
are slidably positioned and supported. The 
improved drawer 6 is of rectangular shape 00 

and its rear member 7, side members 8 and 
bottom member 9 are preferably formed of 
thin wood or other suitable material, and 
the front member 10 which is preferably 
formed of aluminum has its bottom and op 
posite side edge portions bent rearwardly 
at right angles to the front portion and are 
offset inwardly to form flanges 11 which 
bear against the front outer side edge por 
tions of the bottom and side members S 
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and 9 of the drawer and are rigidly con 
nected thereto by rivets or nails 12 extend 
ing transversely, therethrough. The in 
wardly offset flanges 11 form front exten 
sions 10' which project beyond the sides 
and bottom portions of the drawer proper, 
and are connected to said flanges 11 by 
beveled guide portions 13. These guide 
portions serve to guide and position the 
drawer centrally in the drawer space 14 of 
the trunk section, and the extensions 10 
maintain - the drawer in its inner central 
position. . 
The outer edge portions of the drawer 

front is of a size to snugly fit the drawer 
space, whereas the drawer proper is con 
paratively small or is a very loose fit so 
that it will not be bound or held by the 
warping, shrinking or expansion of the 
parts. 
tion, the outer edges will bear against the 
inner surfaces of the walls of the drawer 
space and firmly hold the drawer in a lined 
position with relation to the other drawers, 

In order to reinforce the front opposite 
side and bottom edges of the drawer a U 
shaped rod 15 is positioned in the space 
formed by the offset portion of the front 
and bottom and side members of the draw 
er before said parts are secured together. 
The adjacent edges of the rear, side and 
bottom members of the drawer are over 
lapped and connected together by angled 
strips 16, preferably formed of metal, and 
rivets or nails 12 which extend transversely 
through the strips and the drawer members. 
Said angled strips are formed with out 
wardly projecting and longitudinally ex 
tending ribs 17 which reinforce the corner 
joints of the drawer and also serve as 
rounded bearings and guiding means for 
the drawer as they bear against the bot 
tom and opposite side portions of the trunk 
section. - ". 

The front portion of the drawer is pro 
vided with handles or pulls 18 for con 
venience in opening and closing the drawer. 
From the foregoing description, it will be 

seen that the front, rear, bottom and side. 
portions of the drawer are all connected 
together by rivets or nails which extend 
transversely through the respective parts 
thus forming a more rigid structure and 
avoiding splitting the wood. Furthermore, 
the corner edge connecting means also serve 
as guiding, positioning and reinforcing 
means for the drawer and gives a more 
ornate appearance thereto. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear 

member and a bottom member and opposite 
side members having their edge portions ad 
jacent to form a drawer part with a top 
and a front opening, a front member clos 
ing the front opening and having inwardly 

When the drawer is in closed posi 
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offset flange portions which engage the bot 
tom and side members and are secured there 
to by means extending transversely through 
said members, and angled strips overlap 
ping the adjacent edges of the rear and the 
bottom and the side members and secured 
thereto by means extending transversely 
through the members. 

2. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear 
member and a bottom member and opposite 
side members having their edge portions 
adjacent to form a drawer part with a top 
and a front opening, a front member closing 
the front opening and having inwardly off 
set flange portions which engage the bot 
tom and side members and are secured there 
to by means extending transversely through 
said members, the inwardly offset flange 
portions forming beveled guides, and angled 
strips overlapping the adjacent edges of the 
rear and the bottom and the side members 
and Secured thereto by means extending 
ti'ansversely through the members, said 
strips formed with 
reinforcing and guiding means. 

3. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear 
member and a bottom member and opposite 
side member's having their edge portions ad 
jacent to form a drawer part with a top and a front opening, angled strips overlapping. 
the adjacent edge portions of the members 
and Secured thereto by means extending 
transversely through the members, said 
strips having longitudinally extending and 
outwardly projecting reinforcing and guid 
ing ribs, and a front member closing the 
front opening and having inwardly offset 
flange portions which engage the bottom and 
side members and are secured thereto by 
means extending transversely through the 
said members, the inwardly offset flange 
portions forming beveled guides. 

4. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear 
member, and a bottom member and opposite 
side members having their edge portions ad 
jacent to form a drawer part with a top and 
a front opening, angled strips overlapping 
the adjacent edge portions of the members 

?ongitidinally extending 

O 

SO 

S 5 

90 

00 

05 

O 

and secured thereto by means extending 
transversely through the members, said 
outwardly projecting reinforcing and guid 
ing ribs, a front member closing the front 
opening and having inwardly offset flange 
portions which engage the bottom and side 

15 

strips having longitudinally extending and . 
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members and are secured thereto by means 
extending transversely through the said 
members, the inwardly offset flange portions 
forming beveled guides, and a reinforcing 
member interposed between the beveled por 
tions and some of the other members. 

5. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear 
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member and a bottom member and opposite 
side members having their edge portions ad 
jacent to form a drawer part with a top and 30 
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a front opening, angled strips overlapping 
the adjacent edge portions of the members 
and secured thereto by means extending 
transversely through the members, said 
strips having longitudinally extending and 
outwardly projecting reinforcing and guid 
ing ribs, a front member closing the front 
opening and having inwardly offset flange 
portions which engage the bottom and side 
members and are secured thereto by means 
extending transversely through the said, 
members, the inwardly offset flange por 
tions forming beveled guides, and a U 
shaped reinforcing bar interposed between 
the beveled portions and the bottom and 
side members. 

6. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear, a 
bottom and opposite side members connected 
together to form a drawer part with an open 
front, and a front member formed of sheet 
metal and having its opposite side and bot 
tom edge portions flanged and offset in 
wardly and connected to the forward por 
tions of the side and bottom members by 

3. 

means extending transversely through the 
member, portions of the front member pro 
jecting outwardly from the drawer and be 
ing connected to the flange portions by 
angled parts forming guides. 

7. A trunk drawer, comprising a rear, a 
bottom and opposite side members connected 
together to form a drawer part with an 
open front, a front member formed of sheet 
metal and having its opposite side and bot 
ton edge portions flanged and offset in 
wardly and connected to the forward por 
tions of the side and bottom members by 
means extending transversely through the 
member, portions of the front member pro 
jecting outwardly from the drawer and be 
ing connected to the flange portions by 
angled parts forming guides, and a U 
shaped reinforcing bar interposed between 
the beveled portions and the bottom and side 
members. 

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 
ture. 

GEORGE HENRY WHEARY. 
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