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This invention relates to a hair comb of the 
type for holding hair in place and has for its 
primary object to provide a comb that will effec 
tively grip the hair to minimize any tendency to 
slip from its set position. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a comb in which fixed and relatively mov 
able teeth cooperate to grip hair to, thereby, in 
Sure non-slipping application of the comb. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a comb of the character above referred to that 
has two sets of oppositely urged movable teeth 
that Simultaneously move, after manual separa 
tion, toward the fixed teeth to grip hair for the 
purpose intended. 
The invention also has for its objects to pro 

Wide Such means that are efficient in operation, 
convenient in use, economical of manufacture, 
relatively simple, and of general superiority and 
serviceability. 
The invention also comprises novel details of 

construction and novel combinations and ar 
rangements of parts, which will more fully appear 
in the course of the following description of a 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view, partly broken 

away, of a comb embodying features of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-sectional view as taken 
On line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view as taken 
on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary front view showing the 
comb with the movable teeth separated from the 
fixed teeth. 
The embodiment of the invention that is illus 

trated comprises, generally, a main body part 5 
that is formed to have a spine or back 6 and 
unitary or integral teeth I, symmetrically ar 
ranged elements 8 each of which comprises a 
strip 9 and integral teeth O mounted on the 
back 6, manual means for effecting movement 
of elements 8 to Separate the teeth thereof 
from teeth 7, spring means f2 for effecting auto 
matic return of the teeth 7 and 0 to hair grip 
ping contiguity, and a cover plate 3 for the 
front face of the back. 

Except for the spring means 2 which are pref 
erably of metal, the other components of the 
comb may be made, as desired, of metal, plastic, 
bone, wood, or other suitable materials or com 
binations of materials. These components may 
be die-formed, molded or cast according to 
Specific desired results. 
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2 
The back 6 of the body part 5 may be curved 

as shown and, longitudinally, is provided with a 
channel 4 that extends between end abutments 
f5 and vertically is defined by a wall 6 and 
upper ends f of the fixed teeth I. 
The strips 9 of elements 8 reside in channel 4, 

One on each side of the middle thereof and are 
of Such length they and the teeth 8 thereon may 
move endwise as limited by abutments 5. The 
Spring means 2 are interposed between said 
abutments and recesses 8 formed in adjacent 
ends of stripS 9 to urge elements 8 toward each 
other and, thereby, urge the movable teeth 
into contiguity to the fixed teeth T. 
The means is shown as a member having 

sliding engagement in a slideway 9 formed in 
back 6 above channel 4 and intersecting the 
Same. Said member is formed with a normally 
protruding part 20 at its outer end and with a 
Wedge part 2" at its inner end for wedging en 
gagement with chamfered edges 22 provided on 
adjacent portions of strips 9. It is evident, there 
fore, that, upon manual depression on part 2) 
of means f, elements 8 will be separated from 
the position of Fig. 1 to that of Fig. 4, and that, 
upon release of means f, Spring means f2 will 
return Said elements to their initial position and, 
thereby, re-project means f. 
The teeth 7 and 0, except for the end teeth 
a on the body 5 and the inner teeth Ba, on 
elements 8, are arranged as cooperating pairs as 
best seen in Fig. 1. Accordingly, each of the 
teeth T and 0 is provided with a flat side 23 and 
the sides of said pairs of teeth so interfit that 
each pair comprises a single tooth. Thus, the 
present comb may be drawn through the hair in 
the manner of a conventional comb. 
The teeth 7 and O may, of course, be straight, 

in which case it may be desired to roughen or 
knurl the faces 23 to improve the grip between 
cooperating teeth. Or, as shown, the teeth may 
have a sinuous or Serpentine form to improve 
resistance to outward displacement of the comb 
When gripping hair. In any case, the spring 
means 2 are provided with sufficient force to 
cause a firm yet resilient gripping of the hair by 
the cooperating teeth to insure against displace 
ment of the comb and possible loss thereof. 
The cover plate 3 encloses channel 4 to hold 

elements 8, means and springs 2 in operative 
position and may be secured to back 6 in various 
WayS. 
In use, the comb back is held in one hand with 

a finger depressing means to effect separation 
of the teeth. The comb is applied where wanted. 
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The means is then released and the teeth 
grip the hair as herein above indicated. 
While I have disclosed what I now regard as 

the preferred embodiment of my invention and 
since the construction is capable of modifications 
Within the spirit and scope of my invention, I do 
not wish to restrict myself to the particular for in 
of construction illustrated and described, but de 
sire to avail myself of all modifications that may 
fall within the scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A hair comb comprising a main body part 

formed to have a back and fixed teeth, Said back 
having a longitudinal channel therein, a pair 
of similar elements mounted in said channel one 
on each side of the middle of the back and each 
having teeth in operative engagement with the 
fixed teeth, resilient means for urging Said ele 
ments toward each other to effect contiguity of 
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4. 
the fixed teeth and the teeth. On the elements, 
and manual means for separating the elements 
and thereby separating the fixed teeth from the 
teeth on the elements, said latter means com 
prising a wedge member movable transversely to 
said channel and engaged with the elements to 
Spread them. 

EMILE LEBERT. 
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