
I, WITT, 
HOSPITAL, BED APPLIANCE, 

APPLICATION FILED MAY 7, 1912, 

1,037,392. Patented Sept, 3, 1912, 

2 
af, 

as 

aIIILIT? Ilm 
Amyrium 

U-- 9 31 

ZZZZ 2 
33 

s 
S 

    

  

    

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



5 

invalid beds and particularly relates to im 

5 

50 

5. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
Lou ISE wiTT, of SAN LEANDRO, CALIFORNIA. 

HosPITAL-BED APPLIANCE. 

1,037,392. specification of Letters Patent. Patented sept. 3, 1912. 
Application filed May 7, 1912. Serial No. 695,679. 

To all whom it may concern: - - 
Be it known that I, Louise. WITT, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at San Le 
andro, in the county of Alameda, State of 
California, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Hospital-Bed Ap 
pliances; and I do declare the following to 
be a clear, full, and exact description of the 
same, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the char 
acters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this application. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

provements in commode supports for such 
invalid beds, the object of the invention be 
ing to produce an apparatus whereby the pa 
tient confined to the bed may be enabled to 
use the commode without the necessity of 

g raised or lowered or lifted from the 
p 0. 

A further object of the invention is to 
produce a simple and inexpensive device and 
yet one which will be exceedingly effective 
for the purposes for which it is designed. 
These objects, I accomplish by means of 

such structure and relative arrangement of 
the parts, as will fully appear by a perusal 
of the following specification and claims. 
On the drawings similar characters of ref 

erence indicate corresponding parts in the 
several views. - 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bed 

showing my improved apparatus installed 
thereon. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the 
apparatus detached from the bed, showing 
a portion of the bed mattress in position to 
show how the same operates with relation 
thereto. Fig. 3 is a top plan view of a de 
tached portion of the apparatus. Fig. 4 is 
a top plan view of a supporting member and 
guide. Fig. 5 is a side elevation of a sup 
porting, member and guide showing the 
method of attaching the same to the bed. 
Fig. 6 is a top plan view of a spring mem 
ber. Fig. 7 is a rear view of a supporting 
member and guide. - 

Referring now more particularly to the 
characters of reference on the drawings, the 
numeral 1 designates the bed, 2 the angle 
irons forming the sides thereof and 3 the 
mattress thereon. 

In applying my improved structure I pro 

vide a circular disk 4 having a slot 5 in its 
edge at any desired point. Said disk 4 has 
a projecting arm 6 which projects over the 
top edge of one of the angle irons 2 and then 
projects at right angles along the side of 
said. angle iron and is provided with a 
curved cross frame 7 at its lower end having, 
a slot 8 and depending recesses 9 and 9 one 
at each end thereof. 
In the vertical portion of the member 6 

is a slot 10 through which projects a clamp 
11 securing said member 6 and its connected 
parts to the angle iron 2, such clamp 11 be 
ing fixed in position by means of a screw 12 
or other securing means. 

Projecting through the disk 4 is a pin 13 
mounted on which is a small cylinder 14 
provided with two pairs of projecting bifur 
cated members 15 and 16 disposed at sub 
stantially right angles with respect to each 
other or in any other desired position. 
Hinged in the members 15 are a pair of pro 
jecting arms 17 carrying in their outer ends 
a bracket 18 hinged to said arms 17, which 
bracket supports a disk or other platform 19. 
on which is secured a cushion 20 similar to 
the mattress of the bed on the top of which 
is secured a rubber member 21, such member. 
21 being of a slightly greater diameter than 
the cushion. 20. In practice the mattress 3 
is provided with a hole 22 through which 
the cushion. 20. normally projects. By rea 
son of the fact that the rubber member 21 
is of a greater width than the cushion 20, 
it fills the intervening crack between the 
cushion 20 and 3 to prevent the patient from 
taking cold or otherwise be bothered by any 
draft which might come between the said 
members. 

Hinged in the member 16 is a pair of pro 
jecting arms 23 similar to the arms 17, while 
the member 24 designates a supporting 
frame hinged in the outer ends of said arms 
23 and supporting a platform - 25 having 
spring clip members 26 adapted to receive a 
commode 27. The upper one of the arms 17 
and 23 is each provided with a projecting 
finger member 28 and 29 respectively, which 
finger members are adapted to engage the 
recess 5 in a manner as will appear and when 
not engaging said recess such members are 
adapted to engage the outer periphery of the 
disk 4. . 

Secured to the underside of the cylindri 
cal member 14 is a disk 30 having two pro 
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jecting band springs 31 and 32 adapted to 
bear against the lower one of the members 
17 and 23 respectively to hold the said mem 
bers 28 and 29 in frictional contact with 
the outer periphery of the disk 4 or to 
force one of said members into the recess 5 
when said member is in alinement with said 
eCeSS. 

The numeral 33 designates a handle mem 
ber projecting through the slot 8 and hav 
ing two branching arms 34 and 35 adapted 
to project over and rest against one of the 
members 17 and 23 respectively. These 
members 34 and 35 are pivotally connected 
with the member 14 as at 34 and 35. 
In practice the recess 5 projects in sub 

stantial alinement with the hole 22 and the 

20 

finger member 28 normally projects into the 
recess 5, thereby permitting the spring 31 
to hold the members 17 in 
tion which holds the members 20 and 21 in 
position to cover the hole 22. When in this 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

position the handle 33 rests in the recess 
9 which leaves the arms 34 and 35 free from 
engagement with the members 17 and 23. 
The member 29 is in this position impinged 
against the periphery of the disk 4 which 
holds the members 23 and incidentally the 
member 27 in an inclined position under the 
bed. Now when it is desired to place the 
commode in position for use by the patient, 
the handle 33 is raised out of the recess 9 
into the slot 8 and this causes the arm 34 to 
bear against one of the members 17 and 
pulls the finger member 28 out of the re 
cess 5. Then the handle member 33 is 
moved through the slot 8 to the recess 9. 
This latter operation as will be seen turns 
the cylindrical member 14 to move the mem 
bers 17 and connected parts away from be 
neath the hole 22 and moves the members 
23 in such position that the member 29 is in 
alinement with the recess 5 and the member 
25 in alinement with the hole 22. Then 
when the handle member 33 is disposed in 
the recess 9, this releases the arm 35 from 
engagement with one of the members 23 and 
then the spring 32 forces said members int) 
horizontal position, the member 29 moving 
into the recess 5 and the member 27 mov 
ing into the hole 22 when it is ready for the 
patient. Then when the patient is through 
with using the member 27 the above opera 
tion is reversed, the parts taking the normal 
position as shown in Fig. 2. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

readily seen that I have produced such a 
device as substantially fulfils the objects of 
the invention as set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in de 

tail the present and preferred construction 
of the device, still in practice such devia 
tions from such detail may be resorted to as 

orizontal post 

1,087,892 

do not form a departure from the spirit of 
the invention. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim as new and useful and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is:- 

1. A device of the character described 
comprising the combination with a bed hav 
ing a mattress provided with a hole, of a 
disk secured to the frame of the bed, a mem 
ber turnably mounted on said disk, a pair of 
arms carried by said turnable member, one 
of said arms being provided with a normal 
closure for said hole, the other of said arms 
carrying a commode, and means mounted on 
said turnable member and adapted to oper 
ate said turnable member and said arms to 
move said closure out of said hole and said 
commode into said hole and vice versa, as 
described. 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising the combination with a bed hav 
ing a mattress provided with a hole, a mem 
ber turnably mounted on said bed, a pair of 
spring pressed arms mounted on said turn 
able member, a pair of arms pivoted on said 
turnable member and adapted to engage said 
Spring pressed arm, an operating handle on 
said second named arms, one of said spring 
pressed arms being provided with a normal 
closure for said hole, and the other of said 
spring pressed arms carrying a commode, as 
described. 

3. A device of the character described 
comprising the combination with a bed hav 
ing a mattress provided with a hole, a disk 
mounted on said bed and provided with a 
recess in its edge, a projecting vertical 
member on said disk, a cross member on said 
last named member, said cross member be 
ing provided with a horizontal slot and a 
recess at each end communicating with said 
horizontal slot, a turnable member on said 
disk, two pairs of spring pressed arms on 
said turnable member, each pair of said 
arms being provided with a projecting fin 
ger member adapted to impinge against 
the outer periphery of said disk, one pair 
of said spring pressed arms carrying a nor 
mal closure for said hole, the other of said 
spring pressed arms carrying a commode, a 
handle member projecting through the slot 
on said cross member, a pair of arms on 
said handle member pivoted to said turnable 
member, each of said last named arms be. 
ing adapted to engage one of said spring 
pressed arms, as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 1: 
in' presence of two witnesses. 

LOUISE WITT. 
Witnesses: 

SARAH. H. PAYNE, 
CARRIE PLUMMER. 


