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(57) ABSTRACT 

A laminate flooring system includes planks with tile patterns 
thereon, the tiles of a plank being separated by a precisely 
formed and positioned interior bevel. The edges of the plank 
have a bevel as well. The width of the edge bevel is precisely 
determined and selected such that when two planks are placed 
adjacent to each other, the adjacent edge patterns combine to 
form a bevel whose with and appearance is the same as the 
interior bevels between the tiles of a single plank. 
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PRECISION SURFACE TECHNOLOGY 

0001. This application incorporates by reference U.S. Pat. 
Nos. 6,401415; 6,688,061; 6,638,387; and 6,691.480. This 
application also incorporates by reference U.S. patent appli 
cation Ser. Nos. 10/352,189; 10/352,248; 10/374,751: 
10/689,510; 10/678,219; 10/885,230; 11/066,101; 10/981, 
756; and 10/981,759 for all purposes as if fully incorporated 
herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates to surface technolo 
gies relating to laminate flooring, and in particular Surface 
technologies for enhancing the natural appearance of lami 
nate flooring. 
0004 2. Discussion of the Related Art 
0005 Conventional laminate flooring depicting an 
arrangement of square tiles made of a number of wooden 
strips running in different directions, such as a parquet pat 
tern, attempts to provide a realistic looking laminate floor by 
providing a number of single piece, unitary laminate flooring 
planks the size of a single tile and arranging these single-tile 
planks together to make the floor pattern. When used in this 
context, tiles does not refer to ceramic tile, but is used to refer 
to generally to any Substantially square shaped pattern ele 
ment or group of elements that has sides equal to the width of 
the plank. This can include a square pattern made up of 
Smaller strips having wood, marble or Stone patterns. 
0006. In the related art, square planks the size of a single 
pattern tile are used because it is very difficult to make the 
boundary lines between tiles within a rectangular plank hav 
ing a number of tiles look identical to and have an identical 
surface texture feel as the boundaries between adjacent 
planks. 
0007 As illustrated in FIG. 1, laminate flooring planks 
according to the related art are the size of the single tile. That 
single tile depicts wooden Strips which may be bounded 
solely by dark lines in the pattern or by bevels. But the bevels 
within the plank around these wooden strips and the bevels 
around the edge of the plankare not the same size. Notably the 
bevels around the edges tend to be much wider than the bevels 
or dark lines in the interior of the plank. It is very easy to 
distinguish the plank edge bevels from the interior tile bound 
ary bevels. 
0008. By producing square laminate flooring planks hav 
ing only a single tile, it was acceptable for the boundary 
around a tile, which also serves as the boundary around the 
plank, to be different than the bevel lines within the tile 
pattern, because the different bevels were at least consistent 
the bevels around a tile are one size whereas the bevels 
between the strips within the tile are another. In other words, 
even though the edge of the planks and the boundaries 
between planks were noticeable, it was acceptable as part of 
the design. 
0009. The problem is that because the plank boundaries 
are noticeably different than the bevels in the interior of the 
plank, it is obvious to the casual observer that flooring is made 
of square planks and not made of the individual wood strips 
depicted in the tile. In other words, it is obvious in this type of 
flooring that the planks are part of a laminate flooring system 
and are not real wood. This detracts from the appearance of 
the floor as well as the overall design. 
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0010 Furthermore, reducing each plank to the size of only 
one tile makes the manufacturing processes considerably 
more expensive and the installation more time consuming, 
because more time is required to cut large boards into these 
Smaller squares than to cut the larger rectangular planks 
which are more common in laminate flooring manufacturing. 
In addition, the rectangular planks are faster to install because 
each plank covers a greater Surface area of the floor than the 
square planks. In effect, a floor that looks less realistic ends up 
costing more and taking longer to install. 
0011 What is needed is a laminate flooring system having 
the benefit of planks that depict more than one tile or deco 
rative tile, but which has boundaries along the edges of the 
plank that are indistinguishable from the pattern boundary 
lines within the interior region of the plank. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0012. Accordingly, the present invention is directed to 
laminate flooring systems and laminate flooring planks with 
bevels and other surface and pattern features that substan 
tially obviates one or more of the problems due to limitations 
and disadvantages of the related art. 
0013 An advantage of the present invention is to provide 
a laminate flooring system that has at least two unitary lami 
nate flooring planks, each of said laminate flooring planks 
having at least two square tiles disposed thereon adjacent one 
another, said planks having a rectangular shape having a 
width corresponding to a short side and a length correspond 
ing to a long side; each of said square tiles having four sides 
and each of said sides having a length equal to the width of the 
plank; an interior bevel disposed between adjacent tiles of a 
plank; an edge bevel along each edge of the tiles that falls on 
an edge of the plank; said interior bevel having a width less 
than one millimeter; and said edge bevel having a width 
approximately equal to half the width of the interior bevel, 
wherein said two planks are placed adjacent one another So 
that edge bevels of the respective planks are also adjacent; and 
wherein the combined width of the adjacent edge bevels 
equals the width of the interior bevel so that the edges 
between planks is indistinguishable from the interior bevel 
between adjacent tiles of the plank. 
0014) Another advantage of the present invention is to 
provide laminate flooring system and laminate planks having 
Surface features and pattern elements that distract an observer 
of the flooring from noticing or focusing on the edges of the 
planks. 
0015. Additional features and advantages of the invention 
will be set forth in the description which follows, and in part 
will be apparent from the description, or may be learned by 
practice of the invention. The objectives and other advantages 
of the invention will be realized and attained by the structure 
particularly pointed out in the written description and claims 
hereofas well as the appended drawings. 
0016. It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the following detailed description are exem 
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further 
explanation of the invention as claimed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0017. The accompanying drawings, which are included to 
provide a further understanding of the invention and are 
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification, 
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illustrate embodiments of the invention and together with the 
description serve to explain the principles of the invention. 
0018. In the drawings: 
0019 FIG. 1 illustrates a single tile square laminate floor 
ing plank according to the related art; 
0020 FIG. 2 illustrates a laminate flooring plank accord 
ing to a first embodiment of the present invention; 
0021 FIG. 3 illustrates an installed group of laminate 
flooring planks according to a first embodiment of the present 
invention; 
0022 FIG. 4 illustrates a laminate flooring plank accord 
ing to a second embodiment of the present invention; and 
0023 FIG. 5 illustrates a laminate flooring plank accord 
ing to a third embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS 

0024. Reference will now be made in detail to embodi 
ments of the present invention, examples of which are illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings. 
0025 Laminate flooring planks according to the present 
invention have plank edge boundaries that are indistinguish 
able from the boundaries between tiles within the planks. As 
a result, when planks are placed adjacent one another, it 
becomes very difficult to distinguish between the boundaries 
between tiles within a plank and the boundaries between 
planks. The consistency of boundaries within the plank and 
between planks hides the plank edge, making it less obvious 
that the floor is part of a laminate flooring system, and 
enhances the overall natural appearance of the laminate floor 
1ng. 
0026. When discussing plank boundaries or plank edges, 
what is meant is the edge of the surface of the plank. In 
applications in which the planks are provided with interlock 
ing joints. Such as tongue and groovejoints which are at least 
in part milled directly into the plank, the plank edge as dis 
cussed herein refers to the edge of the plank's decorative 
Surface, excluding any elements of the interlocking joint 
which protrude or extend beyond the decorative surface. 
0027. To achieve the effect of hiding plank edges and 
creating the impression that the flooring is made of separate 
Smaller physical elements such as wood strips and blocks 
rather than being made of large rectangular laminate flooring 
planks, the boundaries at the edges of the planks and between 
design elements in the interior of the planks are very precise, 
very narrow embossed-in-registration bevels. These narrow 
bevels, or micro-bevels, are less than a millimeter wide, and 
often about half a millimeter wide and are very precisely 
located on the elements of the decorative pattern to which 
they correspond. These decorative pattern elements are typi 
cally shadows or seams between strips. Furthermore, the 
width of the bevels placed along all four edges of the planks 
are a fraction of the width of the bevels in the interior of the 
plank between the tiles. Accordingly, when a plank edge 
bevel are placed adjacent another plank edge bevel, a com 
bined cross-plank or inter-plank bevel is formed that is the 
same width as the bevels between the tiles in the interior 
regions of the planks. 
0028. The present invention uses bevels of varying lengths 
and placed in a variety of geometrical shapes within the 
interior of the plank corresponding to design elements of the 
pattern ordecor paperto disguise, mask or hide the edge of the 
plank so that it is less noticeable. By using these interior 
bevels in conjunction with an embossed-in-register Surface 
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texture and by placing them parallel to and in close proximity 
to the edges of the plank, the bevels along the edge of the 
plank are considerably less noticeable and difficult to detect 
upon casual observation. Placing bevels and pattern elements 
on the laminate flooring plank in this way texture creates 
optical noise in the form of confusing visual cues near the 
plankedge. The observer loses sight of the plankedges amidst 
all of those competing visual cues offered by the bevels, 
making the plank edge less noticeable. Furthermore, the 
present invention can use carefully placed design elements 
having embossed-in-register Surface textures to draw the eye 
of the observer away from the edges of the plank and direct 
the eye towards the interior region of the plank. 
0029. In a first embodiment of the present invention, illus 
trated in FIG. 2, a flooring plank 100 is divided into a number 
of pattern sub-units, or tiles, 102. The tiles 102 have a square 
shape whose sides have a length equal to the width of the 
plank (the width referring to the length of the short sides of the 
rectangular shaped plank). The length of the plank is equal to 
an integer multiple of the length of the squares (i.e. the length 
of the plank is an integer multiple of the width of the plank). 
Between each of the tiles 102 is a verythin tile boundary bevel 
(“micro-bevel) 104, which is embossed-in-register on the 
surface of the plank 100. This tile boundary bevel 104 
between tiles 102 runs across the entire width of the plank 
100. In addition, another bevel, an edge bevel 105, is located 
at the edge of the plank 100 and along the top and bottom of 
each tile 102, thereby creating a continuous bevel 105 along 
the top and bottom edges of the plank 100 and at the edges at 
the short sides of the plank 100. 
0030. In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, flooring plank 
100 has three tiles 102 separated by tile boundary bevels 104. 
In addition, the tiles 102 also include other decorative ele 
ments. These decorative elements are selected so as to pro 
vide enough regularly spaced and repeating lines and bevels 
so as to make it difficult for the eye of the casual observer of 
the installed flooring to see the seams between planks. For 
example, in the plank of the present embodiment, the tiles 102 
include further decorative pattern elements in the form of 
strips 106 and blocks 108. These decorative pattern elements 
are not separate planks, but also creates an identical step 
shaped arrangement of bevels 110. This step shape 110 draws 
the eye of the observer diagonally away from the bevel 105 at 
the edge of the plank towards the interior. As the eye of the 
observer travels along either the bevel 105 at the edge of the 
plank or along any of the parallel nearby interior bevels 107 of 
the border strips 106, the eye will come to this step shape 110 
and follow it into the interior of the plank to the blocks 108, 
which serve as another decorative pattern element further 
drawing the observer's attention away from the plan edge. 
0031. The blocks 108 are a decorative element that geo 
metrically contrasts in size and arrangement with the Strips 
along the border. In the example illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. 
the block 108 of a tile 102 is simply an arrangement of four 
quadrants 109 separated by interior bevels 107. The interior 
bevels 107 intersect in the center of the block 108, and form 
a focal point or rest point for the observer's eye that is far from 
the edge of the plank. 
0032. In other words, by crowding the edge of each tile 
with many parallel and closely spaced interior bevels 107 but 
placing only two intersecting interior bevels 107 in the center 
of the tile 102, the arrangement of interior bevels 107 draws 
the eye away from the edge to come to rest at the center of the 
tile 102. Placing a number of tiles 102 adjacent one another on 



US 2009/0178359 A1 

a single plank, has the effect that when two planks 100 are 
placed adjacent one another, it becomes difficult to determine 
which tiles 102 are at the ends of the plank 100 (i.e. adjacent 
the short sides of the plank). 
0033. In other words, when planks 100 are installed adja 
cent one another, their respective edge bevels 105 are adjacent 
one another, creating an appearance similar to a single bevel 
107 rather than two distinct edge bevels 105. This is accom 
plished by precise embossing-in-registration and highly 
accurate placement of this very narrow edge bevel 105 rather 
are elements of the design on the decor paper of the single 
unitary plank 100. In this embodiment, the strips 106 are 
nearly as long as, but shorter than, the width of the plank. In 
fact, the length of the strips 106 are shorter than the width of 
the plank by an amount equal to the width of the strips 106. 
Having these dimensions allows the strips to be placed around 
the edge of the tile 102 to form a square shaped border, such 
that the end of each strip 106 abuts the side of another strip 
106. 

0034. In addition, each of the strips 106 has a bevel 107 
placed where the edge of the strip 106 lies within the deco 
rative pattern. An edge of any strip 106 that is also a boundary 
between adjacent tiles 102 of the plank is provided with tile 
boundary bevels 104. Doing so has the effect of adding an 
interior bevel 107 that is parallel and close to the bevels 105 
along the edge of the plank 100. Because these bevels 107 lie 
within the pattern of a tile 102, they are referred to as interior 
bevels, or interior micro-bevels. When planks 100 are placed 
adjacent one another vertically and horizontally, as illustrated 
in FIG. 3, the numerous bevels 107 of the strips 106 located 
near the edges of the planks makes the edge bevel 105 near the 
plank edge more difficult to see, because to the eye of the 
observer interior bevels 107 and edge bevels 105 appear iden 
tical. In effect, the bevel 105 at the plank edge is hidden 
among identical looking bevels 107 that are close to it and 
parallel with it. The more complex and geometric the arrange 
ment of bevels 107 in the pattern of the tile 102 the more 
difficult it becomes to distinguish edge bevels 105 from inte 
rior bevels 107, and the more likely it is that the eye of the 
observer will focus somewhere in the interior of the plank and 
away from the edge. 
0035. In addition, the placement of strips 106 in the square 
border arrangement creates a step-shaped arrangement of 
bevels 110 between the tiles 102 of a single plank, but at 
precisely the right distance from the edge of the surface of the 
plank 100. For this reason, when edge bevels 105 are placed 
on all four sides of the plank 100, the individual width of these 
edge bevels 105 should be such that two adjacent edge bevels 
105 of two adjacent planks 100 have a combined width equal 
to the width of the bevels 104 between tiles. If edge bevels 105 
are placed only on two of the four sides of the plank 100, then 
the edge bevels 105 have the same width as the bevels 104 
between tiles. In alternative aspects of this and other embodi 
ments of the invention, the interior bevels 107 and the tile 
boundary bevels 104 have the same width and appearance. 
0036) Each of the strips 106 and the blocks 108 have a 
wood pattern with an embossed-in-register wood Surface tex 
ture that matches up embossed surface features and marks in 
the decorative pattern. 
0037. In addition to the arrangement of bevels, the hiding 
of the plank edges is also achieved by the embossed-in-reg 
ister surface texture within the decorative elements of the 
plank. For example, the strips 106 and blocks 108 have 
embossed-in-register wood textures, in which an wood grain 
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surface texture is embossed into the surface of the plank to 
precisely match and coincide with the wood grain pattern on 
the printed on the decor paper. Specifically, pits and grooves 
of the wood grain Surface texture are embossed on to dark 
lines or spots on the decor paper. This gives the laminate 
flooring plank a realistic look because the feel of the texture 
matches what the eye sees in the pattern. In addition, the 
Surface texture allows light to play across the Surface of the 
plank and form shadows in the wood grain grooves and pits 
just as it would with a real wood surface. 
0038. The ultra-realistic embossed-in-register surface tex 
ture can be used to hide the plank edges by arranging a 
number of pattern elements whose wood grains run in differ 
ent directions. For example, in the plank of FIG. 2, the strips 
106 have a wood grain texture in which the direction of the 
wood grain in the pattern is roughly parallel to the longside of 
the strip 106. It is not necessary for the grain to be precisely 
parallel to the long side to achieve this effect. Because adja 
cent strips 106 of a given tile 102 of the plank 100 are per 
pendicular to each other, their wood grains will run perpen 
dicular to each other. Thus, as the observerlooks at the pattern 
within each strip 106, their eye will follow the wood grain to 
the end of the strip, and turn away from the plank edge bevel 
105 to follow the wood grain of the adjacent, perpendicular 
strip. This prevents the observer's eye from lingering over the 
plank edge and edge bevel 105 long enough to become aware 
that it is the end of the laminate flooring plank 100. Further 
more, the embossed-in-register texture of a strip 106 will 
catch the light differently than the texture of an adjacent, 
perpendicular strip 106, making the grain texture more 
noticeable on one strip than the other. This creates additional 
details within the plank's interior and away from the plank 
edge bevel 105 for the eye to focus on. 
0039. Likewise, the block 108 within each tile 102 has an 
embossed-in-register wood grain texture. In the examples 
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, the block 108 is further divided 
into four quadrants 109 by the intersecting bevel lines 107, as 
discussed above. Each of these four quadrants 109 has a 
square shape, and each may have a different wood grain 
pattern running in a different direction than the grain in the 
neighboring quadrants. Positioning the texture in this way 
forces the eye to follow the grain from quadrant to quadrant 
and come to rest around the center of the block 108 where the 
two bevel lines 107 intersect. The use of the surface texture in 
the quadrants 109 of block 108 reinforce the prominence of 
the point at the center of the block 108 where the bevels 
intersect as the ultimate focal point of the tile 102, which in 
turn achieves the effect of making the plank edge bevel 105 
less noticeable and less prominent. 
0040. It is not necessary for the blocks 108 or the quad 
rants to be perfectly square, and in fact variation in the widths 
and shapes of all of the design elements will achieve a greater 
overall look of natural randomness. As long as there are a 
multitude of bevels in the interior of the plank that move the 
eye away from the plank edge toward the plank interior, the 
edge of the plank becomes difficult to see. 
0041. In addition, in other aspects of this and the other 
embodiments discussed below, the bevels between tiles of a 
single unitary plank may have a different width than the 
bevels between strips or other pattern elements within a tile. 
As long as the edge bevels that are located around the edges of 
the planks are related to the width of the bevels between the 
tiles such that the combined width of two adjacent edge bevels 
of two adjacent planks equals the width of the bevel between 
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two tiles of a plank, the edges of the planks will be effectively 
disguised, and the appearance of a natural wood floor will be 
maintained. 
0042. By way of further example, FIG. 4 illustrates a sec 
ond embodiment of the invention in which plank 400 has 
wooden Strips 406 arranged in concentric squares around a 
center square 403. The center square 403 has sides equal to 
the width of the strips 406, so that a single square tile 402 has 
a width equal to five times the width of a strip. Also, as 
discussed above, the length of the sides of a tile 402 is also 
equal to the overall width of the plank 400. 
0043. In this embodiment, each of the strips 406 has an 
embossed-in-registration wood pattern bounded on all sides 
by narrow bevels, or micro-bevels. In FIG. 4, the micro 
bevels are indicated by the lines outlining the strips. The 
wood grain pattern of each of the strips runs substantially 
parallel to the lengthwise direction of the strip, so that the 
wood grains of the strips in the tile are running in a number of 
directions. 
0044) More specifically, in this illustrated embodiment 

tiles 402 of a single plank 400 have a tile boundary bevel 404 
between them. The boundaries between wood strips 406 and 
the center square 403 within the tile 402 are interior bevels 
407. The edges of the plank 400 have edge bevels 405. As 
discussed above, the bevels 404 and 407 may have the same 
width or different widths, however the effect of hiding or 
masking the plankedges is enhanced if the bevels 404 and 407 
have the same width, and if the widths of the edge bevels 405 
are selected so that two adjacent edge bevels 405 have a 
combined width equal to the width of the bevels 404 between 
tiles 402 of a single unitary plank 400. This can be accom 
plished if the edge bevels 405 are half the width of the bevels 
404, but it can also be accomplished by making an edge bevel 
405 on one side of the plank narrower and the edge bevel 405 
on the opposite side of the plank wider. Furthermore, the edge 
bevel 405 on one side can be equal to the width of the bevel 
404, in which case no edge bevel 405 would placed on the 
opposite side of the plank. 
0045. The micro-bevels 404 have a width less than one 
millimeter, and may be as narrow as half a millimeter wide or 
less, and the bevel 405 around the edge of the plank has a 
width half of the width of the micro-bevels in the interior. This 
keeps the eye moving around the pattern of the tile and away 
from the edges of the planks. Furthermore, when planks 400 
are installed adjacent one another, two fractional-width bev 
els are placed next to each other to form a single bevel whose 
width is the same as the width of the micro-bevels in the 
interior of the plank. Because of this, it is very difficult to 
detect which bevels coincide with plank edges and which 
bevels are interior bevels. In other words, the bevels are 
precisely and accurately embossed-in-registration with the 
pattern elements in the design so that when all of the planks 
are installed, the eye only sees a multitude of bevels of the 
same width, and therefore cannot easily or quickly detect the 
edges of the planks. 
0046. A third embodiment is illustrated in FIG. 5. Here, 
the design of the tiles 502 within a plank 500 of the system is 
more symmetrical than in FIGS. 2-4. At the outside corners of 
each tile 502 are squares 501 having embossed-in-registra 
tion surface textures within them, and the squares 501 have 
micro-bevels 507 along their boundaries within the tile 502. 
Between tiles 502 of the plank 500 are tile boundary bevels 
504. Between the squares 501 are wood strips 506 running 
vertically and horizontally to define a square border of the tile 
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502. Again, these strips 506 have embossed-in-registration 
surface textures and are bounded by micro-bevels 507 in the 
interior of the tile 502 and edge bevels 505 where a side of the 
strip falls on a plank edge. In another aspect of this embodi 
ment, not illustrated, instead of fractional width edge bevels 
505 on the plank edges, the flooring plank 500 can have a full 
width edge bevel 505 on one plank edge and no bevel on the 
opposite plank edge. 
0047 Returning to FIG. 5, inside the square border are 
strips 509 running in pairs along the diagonals of the tile, 
leaving four triangular shapes 510 around the center of the 
tile. Each of these triangular shapes 510 and strips 509 also 
have embossed-in-registration Surface textures and micro 
bevel 507 bordering them. In a further aspect of this embodi 
ment, the strips 509 or the triangular shapes 510 may have 
bevels of a different width than bevels 504,505, and 507. In 
this illustrated embodiment, there are three tiles on a single 
unitary plank, however it is understood the invention in any 
embodiment contemplates any number of tiles per plank 
greater than one. 
0048. In the example illustrated in FIG. 5, there are a large 
number of diagonal bevels 507 running toward the center of 
the tiles 502 and short bevels 507 near the tile corners. 
Because the bevels 504 between tiles within a single plankare 
the same size as the bevels between a pair of adjacent planks, 
the plank edges are not noticeable, and the eye follows the 
diagonal design elements to come to rest at, or focus on, the 
center of the tiles 502, which are the places within the plank 
500 furthest from the plank edges. 
0049. In this way, the use and placement of precision 
micro-bevels within the planks and along the plank edges in 
conjunction with embossed-in-registration Surface textures 
creates a laminate flooring system which effectively hides the 
edges of planks while simultaneously creating the illusion 
that the flooring is made of the individual physical elements 
corresponding to the pattern elements of the tiles, such as the 
wooden Strips and other geometric shapes, and disguising the 
fact that the floor is in fact made of a regular arrangement of 
large unitary rectangular planks each having an number of 
embossed-in-registration tile pattern formed thereon. 
0050. It is important to note that in a laminate flooring 
system using these tiles, the wood grain patterns of the strips, 
squares and other geometric shapes may differ from one 
plank to the next. In other words, for example, the pits, grain 
lines, knots and other similar wood pattern details located in 
one position of one plank 100 of FIG.2 may be different from 
the wood pattern details at the corresponding position on 
another plank 100. This is desirable because it allows for a 
more random look to the wood pattern in the laminate floor 
ing. What does not differ among the planks of a given design 
is the width and placement of the bevels, specifically the tile 
boundary bevels an the edge bevels. 
0051. It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
various modifications and variation can be made in the 
present invention without departing from the spirit or scope of 
the invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention 
cover the modifications and variations of this invention pro 
vided they come within the scope of the appended claims and 
their equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A laminate flooring system, comprising: 
at least two unitary laminate flooring planks, each of said 

laminate flooring planks having at least two square tiles 
disposed thereon adjacent one another, 
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said planks having a rectangular shape having a width 
corresponding to a short side and a length corresponding 
to a long side; 

each of said square tiles having four sides and each of said 
sides having a length equal to the width of the plank; 

an interior bevel disposed between adjacent tiles of a plank; 
an edge bevel along each edge of the tiles that falls on an 

edge of the plank; 
said interior bevel having a width less than one millimeter; 
and 
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said edge bevel having a width approximately equal to half 
the width of the interior bevel, 

wherein said two planks are placed adjacent one another So 
that edge bevels of the respective planks are also adja 
cent; and 

wherein the combined width of the adjacent edge bevels 
equals the width of the interior bevel so that the edges 
between planks is indistinguishable from the interior 
bevel between adjacent tiles of the plank. 

c c c c c 


