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UNITED STATES PATENT office. 
ELIMER. W. PHILLIPS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENINSYLVANIA, 

WALL CONSTRUCTION. 

1,421,986. 
Application filed November 30, 1920, Serial No. 427,500. 

To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELMER. V. PHILLIPs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Wall Con 
struction, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
The invention relates to building blocks 

and more particularly to masonry and con 
crete structures and has for an object to pro 
vide a building block or tile which will per 
mit of the ready securement of wood strip 
ping. base board, wall board or other forms 
of moulding or structure thereof, to secure a 
firm foundation therefor. 
The invention comprehends among other 

features the provision of a block or tile, pro 
vided with suitable wood or other penetrable 
elements whereby moulding, base boards or 
the like can be readily secured to the block 
or tile after it is in position, without necessi 
tating driving nails or screws into the con 
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crete or masonry of the block. 
in the further disclosure of the invention, 

reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings constituting a part of this specifica 
tion, in which similar characters of reference 
denote corresponding parts in all the views, 
and in which :- 

Figure 1- is a perspective view showing 
the invention, looking at one face thereof, the 
fastening elements or members having been 
secured in place. 

Figure 2- is a perspective view showing 
the manner of arranging the fastening ele 
ments or members in position. 

Figure 3- is a vertical Sectional view 
taken through the block or tile showing the 
base board secured thereto. 

Referring more particularly to the views, 
the numeral 10 indicates a building block or 
tile which may be of any desired shape or 
form, and may be made hollow or solid. One 
or both faces 11, 12 may be provided with 
cross dove tail grooves 13, as shown, and any 
number of said grooves can be formed in each 
face. Wood or other penetrable fastening 
elements or members 14 of the dove tail con 
figuration in cross section, are adapted to be 
slid into the slots 13 as shown and it will of 
course be apparent that portions 15 of the 
members will project beyond the face of the 
block to which they are applied. A layer or 
covering of cement indicated by the numeral 
16 is now applied to a portion of the face of 
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the block and is made of sufficient depth to 
have its finished face flush with the faces of 
the members, thus rigidly cementing or se 
curing the members in the dove tail slots. 
It will of course be seen that the portions of 
the dove tail slots not taken up by the mem 
bers, can also be filled with the cement of the 
layer that is applied. 
As shown in Figure 3, a base board 17 of 

any desired form or construction, can now 
be applied to the new face of the block and 
secured thereto by suitable nails 18, driven 
through the baseboard and the penetrable 
members 14. 
With the form of device shown it will be 

seen that base board, wall board, stripping 
or any other form of moulding or ornamenta 
tion, or the like, can be readily applied to 
the face of a block or tile without necessi 
tating driving nails or other fastening de 
vices, such as screws or the like, into the mate 
rial of the block and which material is usually 
of a brittle nature and would tend to crack 
or break, if the fastening device were driven 
thereinto. Further by having the dove tail 
members arranged in the block, a better hold 
for the nails or screws is secured when they 
are driven into the fastening members to 
hold the base board or other stripping or molding in place. 

It will of course be clear that the face of 
the block, before the application of the ad 
ditional layer of cement, can be suitably cor 
rugated or roughened as indicated by the 
numeral 19, so that the additional layer or 
facing will rigidly adhere thereto. 
Having described my invention, I claim:- 
The combination with a wall structure 

formed of units having channels therein with 
undercut walls, of blocks positioned within 
the channels and having beveled edges co 
operating with the undercut walls, the faces 
of the blocks projecting outwardly from the 
surface of the units, a body of plastic mate 
rial applied to the Surface of the wall, extend 
ing between the blocks and the floor, and 
flush with the face of the blocks, a base board 
overlying the blocks thus embedded and the 
flush body of plastic material, and devices 
for securing the base board to the blocks, and 
holding said board in intimate contact with 
the blocks, and in contact with the surface 
of the plastic material and the floor. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
ELMER. W. PHILLIPS, 
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