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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that, JAMESB. HAWKINS, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Slater, in 
the county of Saline and State of Missouri, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Fasteners for Doors or the Like, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The primary object of this invention is the 

provision of a fastener for securing screen 
doors Orgates, and which will maintain a pre 
determined position and not flop around, as 

... is the case with hooks and hasps, to the annoy 
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ance of the user and the detriment of the ar 
ticle to which the fastener may be applied. 
The hook commonly employed for securing 
Screen-doors and gates is loose and free to 
move in every direction; hence mars not only 
the door, but the jambs or casements thereof; 
hence is very objectionable. - 
This invention provides a fastener of the 

type which when not in position for securing 
the door is positively held out of the way and 
when turned into position for securing the 
door is adapted to be manipulated and when 
engaged with the eye or staple is held in place 
by the same spring employed for holding the 
hook closed when turned aside out of the way. 
The fastener comprises a frame, a hook piv 

oted to the frame, and a spring interposed be 
tween the frame and hook and adapted to hold 
the hook closed out of the way or open and 
in positive engagement with the eye, staple, 
or like coöperating part. 
The invention consists, essentially, of the 

structural details and novel features which 
hereinafter will be more particularly setforth, 
illustrated, and finally claimed. 

In the drawings hereto attached and form 
ing a part of the specification, Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a fastener embodying the 
invention, the hook being shown extended. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section, the full lines 
showing the position of the hook when closed 
and the dotted lines indicating the position 
of the hook when extended or open. Fig. 3 
is a transverse section of the fastener, the full 
and dotted lines showing different positions 
of the hook when extended. Fig. 4 is a de 
tail perspective view of the hook. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 
The frame is indicated at 1 and is oblong 

and provided with outwardly-extended lugs 55 
apertured to receive fastenings for attach 
ment of the device to the article or part with 
which it coöperates. The cross-bar 2 is pro 
vided near one end of the frame, and the proxi 
mal end bar is cut away on its rear side, as 6o 
indicated at 3, to receive the end of the flat 
spring 4, which passes over the cross-bar 2 
and has its free end arranged to engage with 
the head 5 at the inner end of the hook 6. 
The side or longitudinal bars of the frame are 65 
widened near one end and transversely aper 
tured to receive the pin 7, upon which the 
hook 6 is mounted. 
The hook 6 may be of any construction, and 

the head 5 may be an integral part thereof or 7 o 
applied thereto in any manner. The inner or 
buttend of the head 5 is flat and is adapted to 
receive the pressure of the spring 4, so as to 
hold the hook extended. The sides of the hook 
are similarly formed and are straight to receive 75 
the pressure of the Spring 4, so as to hold the 
hook closed. A shoulder 8 is provided near 
each end of the butt of the head 5 to form a 
stop to prevent closing of the hook away from 
the frame. 
folded lies close against the frame, as indicated 
most clearly in Fig. 2, and is reversible to admit 
of the fastener being used as a right-hand or 
a left-hand latch, the change being effected 
by removing the pin 7 and turning the hook 85 
6 so as to cause it to face in an opposite di 
rection. The opening 9 provided in the head 
5 for the reception of the pin is elongated 
lengthwise of the hook to admit of vertical 
movement of the hook at its free end, as in- 9o 
dicated by the dotted lines in Fig. 2, whereby 
provision is had for engaging the hook with 
the eye, staple, or like part (not shown) com 
monly provided for fasteners of the hook type 
to engage with. In order that the frame may 95 
be of a minimum width and the hook have a 
maximum movement at its outer end without 
materially weakening the parts, the widened 
portions of the longitudinal bars are flared 
upon their inner sides, as indicated at 10, and Ioo 

Hence the hook when closed or 8o 
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the inner portions are rearwardly flared, as 
indicated at 11. The spring 4 is flat and preferably tapered 
throughout its length and sufficiently stout to 
withstand the strain and insure stability. The 
wider end of the spring is passed over the 
cross-bar 2 and engaged under the cut-away 
portion 3 of the proximal end bar, the smaller 
end of the spring being arranged to bear 
against the inner flattened or butt end of the 
hook. When the hook is extended, as shown 
in Fig. 1, the free end of the spring 4 bears 
squarely against the straight or flattened end 
of the hook and holds the latter in place 
against casual lateral or vertical movement, 
while at the same time permitting the outer 
end of the hook to be moved vertically to en 
gage with or be disengaged from the eye, or 
staple, or like part (not shown) with which 
the hook coöperates. When the hook is closed, 
the outer end of the spring exerts a pressure 
against the straight side of the hook and pre 
vents casual movement thereof. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is 
1. In a fastener, the combination of a frame, 

a hook pivotally connected thereto, and a flat 
spring coöperating with the hook to hold the 
Same either open or closed, the parts being 
constructed to admit of tilting movement of 
the hook at its outer end when extended, the 
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said spring maintaining the hook when ex 
tended in a predetermined position, substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. In a fastener, the combination of a frame, 
a hook pivoted thereto and having its butt 
end straight, a spring for holding the hook 
either open or closed, and a stop applied to 
the butt-end of the hook to prevent closing of 
said hook away from the frame, substantially 
as set forth. 

3. In combination, a frame, a hook having 
an elongated opening, a pin pivotally connect 
ing the hook with the frame and passed through 
said elongated opening, and a Spring exerting 
a pressure upon the butt-end of the hook to 
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maintain the same in the required position, 
substantially as set forth. 

4. In combination, a frame having its side 
bars flared rearwardly and outwardly, a hook 
mounted between said side bars about in line with the juncture of the oppositely-flared por 
tions both for pivotal and tilting movement, 
and a spring for holding the hook in a given 
position, substantially as specified. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES B. HAWKINS. L. s.) 
Witnesses: 

S. B. BURKs, 
M. MUNIS. 
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