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UNITE) STATES PATENT OFFICE

Ty aZZ whom it maz/ comoern.:

Be it known ‘that I, \TOISMAN SI“\TGLAIR

:‘TMGNAB, a subject of the King ‘of Great

Britain, residing at \Vamra Road Caulfield,
.in the State of V1ctorn? Commonwealth of‘ :
coon-Anstraliag
o vented certaln. new:, and. useful Improve-

consulting.* engineer, ‘have in-

" ments -inand. Relating. to: Machines. for

R Feeclmg, Detaching, and Affixing Postage-
- 10

Stamps and the like.to Envelops or-other

«iArtlcles, of Whleh the followmgg is-a specn’:i—

T “'-‘chmes for .-feeding and. detaching labels,
coupons, vouchers, adhesive postage, duty -
:and- other stamps or- ‘the like.and it desired |
~affixing the same to envelops, tickets, bllls,,
doeumenbs, books or other suitable matter.,

15

25

cation.

This invention relates to apparatus or ma-

Tt " consists- of ‘means - for. feeding - the

‘;smmps, labels or the like fr om. a stock sheet,
“band, Toll, rolls or the like; means for
‘ ;"‘;v_d‘unmng, or m01sten1n<r the matter upon
which the label is to.be ﬁxeol means for mov- |
‘ing the label to-position and. mechanism. for .|
detachm@ or-cutting . off the same from the.

~.roll; means for pressing the label ‘and the

‘matter together and for recording the num-

“berof labels ‘which may have been: uséd.

.30

venting ‘the: use of. the. m'mhme unless un-

3 loclred by.a lley or-the like.

The invention is 1llust1ate& by the accom-

panying drawmos, whergof— "+

85 ;fthe m achme (with the casing removed), Fig. .

2 is'a lono‘ltudmal Verucal section: theleof ‘

Figure 11§ a plag- of a.sitgle form of

. Fig..8 is a'plan;of a. duple‘( form of the
- machine adapted for applying either of two

e g;‘cl1ﬂt’e1ent kinds,of stamps; labels of ‘the:like,
“Fig. 4~ is a part -sectional front elevation of
! I‘m :3,.Fig. 5 is a trangverse: vertical section

. on line V Fig. 3, illustrating the locking

45

; jmeelnmsm of- the duplex form “of the ‘ma-
. - chine; T'ig. 6is a similar view of a simplified

construction usecl in the s1n0'le form of the

" machine, Figs. 7 and 8 are respectlvely an

50

© . enlarged plm and end ele‘mtlon ofthe feed
and check pawls shown in Fig. 2
"o is a detail of-the means: employed for put-.‘
“ting any of the operating levers. temporarlly ‘

out: of ‘action, Figs, 10, and 11. are respec-

-~ tively a-plan and front elevation of a modi-

- fied form of the dampemng dev1ce. S

Speclﬁcatlor of Letters Patent

Fig. 9.

NORMAN SINCLAIR MCNAB OF CAULFIELD VICTORIA AUSTRALIA

MACHINE FOR FEEDING DETACI—IING A'\TD AFFIXING POSTAGE STAMPS AND THE
B : LIKE TO ENVELOP.‘S OR’ OTrIER ARTICLES b

In order to famhtate Q. clear understand—
ing of the 1nvent1on the machine will be'de-

seribed as it is used for a,fﬁxmg postaore/

stamps to’ envelops
Aeccording " to this 1nvent1on a band or
strlp S of stamps 1s placed on a roll or reel

1-and the forward end is.led under a spring

plate 2, then along a channel guide 8, and
throucrh g slotted o'ulde 4 at the mouth M

’ Patented Sept 22, 1914 -
: A‘ Appheatmn ﬁled Apnl 24, 1912 Senal No 692 952 ' o
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of the magazine portlon The band or strip

vof st‘tmps is fed forward as required by
means ‘of a series of parallel feed pawls or
fingers 6 pivotally mounted on & lever.7 con-
trolled by a tension spring 8 and a-compres-
_sion spring 9, said lever 7 bemg connected -

with the operatmc or affixer lever 11 .of the
machine by a connecting rod 12.:

65

070
~ The operating. or aflixer lever. 11 has two
arms 18, 14, joined by .a finger-piece 15 and ™

it is p1voted as at 16, 16 and mamtamed .

its normal or raised pos1t1on by the spmng‘

8 on said connecting rod 12.

"The ends 17 of the. feed pawls or ﬁngers“

75

6 preferably engage in perforatlons, meis”

sions or the like dividing®the stamps P,
“whereby it is assured that the strlp S W1ll
" be moved forward the length of a stamp by
the operation of the lever 7,

...Suitable means may. also be utilized for pre- |

80

A series of check pawls 18 controlled bV =

‘springs 20 are employed to engage the per-
‘ .Eoratlons of the strlp and prevent further

85

been fed through the mouth of the magazine. -

portmn

These p‘rwls have two ]omed arms
119, 21, 'one above the other termed. the: re-

leasmg and engaging arms, the lower arms -

21 being. formed. Wlth ‘points 22 to engage
with the strip and -the upper arms Wl’ch m-

clined downwardly extendmg pro1ect1ons 23.

To one. or more . of the operatmtr .or .feed

-pawls 6.thereis, fixed a pin-24 which, when
the panS move to advance the strip, engages -
the projections 23 and releages the ‘check:

90
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pawls- 18 which ‘otherwise normally rest

upon the strip. By’ preference the. check

-pawls 18 are staggered, 4. e some 'in . ad-

vance of the others as 1llustrated in I"lo's
2 and 7.
The operatmo" or feed pawls 6 are sprmg

“controlled and the springs are mounted on-

the lever. 7. T'wo sets of springs 25, 26, are

‘preferably employed and: they. engage W1th

studs 27 on the pawls and each set of springs

100 -
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may consist.of a metal plate 28 divided inte
a series of spring’ strips 29 as.illustrated in
Fig. 8. - , ’ ' D

. A suitable adjustable stop 81 is provided
s for the lever 7 go that the forward move-
ment of the latter may be so regulated as to
push the end stamp just the required dis-

tance out of the mouth of the magazine por-.

tion. = A dash-pot and plinger 82 may, if

dash-pot the speed of the forward feed of
~ the stamp may be somewhat retarded. .
15 The means for moistening the envelop

or the like to which the stamp, label or the -

~like is to be applied consists of 4 wick, pad
or like absorbent material 84 attached to an

- -overbalanced dampening lever 35 pivoted as
20 1
- well or reservoir 37 containing some absorb-

_ent material 88 which enters a slot 89 in |
the ‘base plate 41 of the machine and con-"

‘tacts with the pad 34 of said overbalanced
Tever.: N '

25

30 end stamp. P, protruding from the mouth
" of the fiiigazine portion. . This lever has on
~ the side in ‘some cases a pivoted spring arm
42, the rear end of which is supported on a

pin 43 on said lever while the forward end

35 1s_bent ‘down as at 44 and normally lies in
“a-slot 45 in the base plate and base. By
this construction when the forward edge of
the envelop engages the bent end 44 of arm

40 other end of said arm engaging the pin the
- lever is also lifted and with it the moisten-

“ing ‘pad 34 thereof so that only the corner

of the envelop to which the stamp is to be
aflixed is moistened as the envelop is passed
45 -completely along: ~ When the envelop is re-

- moved the lever 35 drops again with its pad
“'inengagement with the absorbent wet ma-

* ‘terial in the “well -or reservoir and the arm’
" llikewise drops. - This lifting arm may be’

" 50 ‘thrown out of action by slightly springing

- its 'rear end outwardly and downwardly as:

. ‘shown ‘by ‘dotted lines’'in Fig. 1. -

- If desired the dampening lever 35* may. be’

- contained in'a bottomless case 46 as in Figs.

"lf_fwithfa ‘bevel or wedge shaped head 48 and
- with a finger piece 49 is pivoted to said case

" 'so that said arm projects toward the front:

* - -of the case with the edge of head 48 pro-
%0 jecting toward the lever. By this means

© after"the envelop has been. pushed along -

“‘under the pad of ‘the lever sufficiently to

* moisten the required area for the stamp or-

*  'stamps ithe wedge shaped head 48 of the
- 65:arm 47 ‘is pushed inwardly by means of

desired, be connected with the lever 7, he,
~outlet 33 of the dash-pot being provided:
with an adjusting screw. By means of this

at 36 in conjunction with a water supply’

"When the -envelop or the like is passed
~under. the ‘lever it lifts the same slightly
“and the pad moistens only the top of the en- -
‘velop which is then passed along under the -

49, the ‘latter is lifted and by reason of the

t0-and 11 and a releasing arm 47 provided

1,111,601

‘the finger pi.efc"ev:49 -ﬁndgr ;Ieyer 35% thus rais-

ing the latter sufficiently to keep the pad 84

| off the rest” of the enveiop as it is moved-

farther forward. beneath said lever. The

pad or’wick may have a rubber backing so

70

as to make it flexible and readily adapt it

self to-the surface to be moistened. =

Upon the underside of the press plate 15

of the operating lever is a finger piece 51.°

provided with a pad 52 and with a blade

58 on its inner end. which codperates with a *

5 B

flexible ‘blade 54 fixed at one end only as
at 55 to the mouth of the magazine portion. "

cclined ‘and ‘they may be oppositely inclined

1 One or both " of these blades may be 1n L
50

s0 as to give a shearing cut when the oper--.° -
~ating lever is depressed and in order to feed ..
the stamps properly to the mouth the slotted

guide 4 also may be inclined as-well as the.
bettom edge 56 of the front plate 57 of the

mouth. - .

nism 58 may be provided if desired, this
mechanism being’ operated by an: arm: 59

| on the lever 7 having a pin:61 in engage-
ment with a slotted lng 62 on the spindle’

63 of the mechanism: Lo ,
~ The means-by which a stamp is affixed
to an envelop is as: follows:—The envelop
is slid’ sidewise under the damping lever

A suitable counting or recording mecha- "

90
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35 thereby first moistening the top-right
hand corner then by engaging the bent end::

44 of arm 42 lifting the damping lever 35

‘to insure the Test of the surface being kept

‘dry. The ‘stamp P which is 'protruding
through' the mouth Mis then cut off from’
the strip S by the blades 53, 54, along the -

‘line of perforations by depressing the finger-

100

piece 15 of the operating lever 11 which at .

‘the end of its stroke presses-the adhesive
surface of ‘the stamp by means of its pad

105

52 on'to the moisténed. surface of the'en- =

velop. "By releasing thé spring: controlled
operating ‘lever' 11, the feed pawls 6 of
lever 7. push the strip forward, momen-
tarily raising the check pawls 18 so that

110

the end stamp is fed through the mouth of -

the magazine portion. et
(A catch 65-ig provided ‘to enable each

operating lever to be temporarily held down
after-a stamp has been cut off 'so as to pre-

vent the mnext one being -fed through the -
mouth of ‘the machine ‘and- also to prevent -

pilfering: of the. stamps. This mechanism
is illustrated, particularly in Figs. 8 and 9,
wherein it will-'be seen -that. the catch which
is controlled- by a spring’ 66 is pivoted to

the frame or casing O at 67 and is provided -
with a fingér plate 68 at one end and a ' -

notch 69 at. the ‘other end. this notch being
adapted -when the’ operating lever is de-

120

125°

pressed to'engage a stud 71 on one of the

lever arms and hold the same until the fin-
“ger plate is depressed. By means of this
catch in“dupléx magazines where several

130



machines

1 111,601

contamlng various' kmds " of
stamps are provided the ‘méchanism; con-
trolling the magazines not requlred may be
thrown out of action.

‘Each catch is normally held out of ftctlon

by means of a cam-like depressor 12 adfxpted.
when' turned as shown in Fig. 4 'to slightly

" depress the finger plate 68, and S0 keep the

10

noteh .69 “of the. catch f1om ‘engaging. with
the stud 71 when the operating lever is de-
pressed. - Means are provided for locking

the operating levers in:their depressed po--

sition so that they cannot be released until

.~ a lock in the casing. C is unlocked. This "
15
“and referran' to the latter ﬁdure which

mechanism is 1llhstrated in Figs. 5 and 6

illustrates the. simplest form as adapted for

_-machines with a single magazine it will be

20

Seen that a spring- controlled bell crank latch

lever 78 is pivoted to a bracket 74 and

- formed with'a stop 75 at one end while on

. bolt. 77 thereof is shot out engiages and de-

- 25

50

the casing C is-a lock 76 which when the

presses the end 78 of the bell crank latch
lever and brings the stop 75 above one arm
14 of the operatmg lever when the latter is

held in its depressed posmon as shown in
’F1<r 6.

“When. ‘lpplled to the duplex fo1m of the
machine ‘as in Fig. 5 the end of the bell
crank latch lever 73 engades a Tecess 79 in
one stop 81 and the latter is mounted on a

. “.transverse rod 82 which is adapted to slide

35" 4

40

in the frame and is provided with a stop 83
Thus while ‘the

for ‘each additional lever.
operating levers are held down the bell'crank
is opemted by the bolt 77 -of the lock 76

“and ‘the stops 81, 83, are drawin’ simulta-

neously aCross; over the' tops of one of the
arms 14 of each operating lever 11. - =

It is to be understood that although in' |,

 the duplex form of the machine as shown in

45

Fig. 3 only two.magazines and meéchanisms

~are provided, any ‘Tiumber may be ‘joined
together in the same manner by correspond- |

lntrly duphcatma the .mechanism with the

- exception of the dampening device ‘which

B ‘may be used- W1th any. of: the operatmOﬁ

o levers.

50
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VVhELJG A

do claim as my. invention, and

‘desire to secure by Letters Patent is:—

1. In a machine of the kind described, the
combination of ‘a spring- controlled oper-
ating lever. comprising a pair of plvoted

arms, and a finger piece joining said arms |

and provided with a blade; a spring-con-

- trolled rocking lever; a rod connectmg said
: levers a series of feed pawls carried by sald

8

2. In a2 machine of thekmd descr1bed the
combination, with the operating level of

‘rockmg lever; and a blade located at the
movith of the machine for cooperatmn Wlth‘
‘the first-named blade.

60

means for temporarﬂy holding said lever \

out of action comprising, a stud on said

lever, a spring-controlled = pivoted  -catch
formed ‘at one end with a finger plate and
at the other end'with a notch adapted when
the operating lever is 'depressed to engage
said stud, and means for throwmg said catch
out of action. -
~ 3. In a machine of the kind. descrlbed the
combmqtlon, with " the operating lever, of
means for: temporarily holding said lever
out .of action comprising a stud on said
lever, a .spring-controlled pivoted catch
formed at one end with a finger plate and
at the other end with a notch adapted when
the operating :lever is depressed to engage
said stud, and means for throwing said catch

65"

70

75

80

out of ’ICthIl consisting of a p1voted cam-like -

{depressor adapted to engage and depress the
finger plate of said catch.

vy In a machine of the kind descr1bed an
operating lever, a  spring-controlled bell
crank lever formed at one end with a stop,

85

and a lockon the casing the bolt of which -

is adapted to depress the other end of said
bell crank lever and move said stop laterally
over said operating lever When n 1ts de-

pressed position.

In a machine of the. kmd descmbed the
combm wtion of a depressible operating lever,
a ‘spring-controlled :bell-crank lever, a lock
having a bolt adapted to operate the bell-
crank lever, and -a stop associated with said
bell-crank lever for holding said operatmd
lever in depressed position.:

6. In'a machine of the kind described, the
combination of & series of depressible oper-

ating levers, a spring-controlled bell-crank
lever, a lock ‘having a bolt adapted to oper-
ate the bell-cranlc lever, a Stop - associated

with each operating lever for holding the
same in depressed position, and a sl1d1n0 rod

stops being associated with: said bell-erank
lever for opemtlon thereby.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set -
my hand in presence ‘of two subscrlbmg wit-

nesses.
N()RMAN SINCLAIR MONAB

Witnesses:
Epwarp A. WATERS, "
VVILLL‘AM H: WATERS

Wash;ngton D (R3]
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105
‘whereon said stops are mounted, one of said -

110

. Gopies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each; by advdressmg the “ Comm1ssioner of Paten’cs, .




