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The invention relates to a movable container
with a telescoping drawer adapted to hold vari-
ous articles or to serve as an ash tray or the like,
and has been particularly applied to a miniature
truck. _

One chject of the invention is %o 'provide a
movable container with a telesceping drawer for
concealing articles such as cigarettes when
closed, and outwardly movable to expose the
articles for use or to serve as an ash tray or the
like,

Ancther object is to provide a novel means of
operation of a receptacle in a movable container
whereby the receptacle may be opened or closed
by movement of the confainer upon a surface
such as a table top.

Another object is to provide a receptacie draw-
er in a contfainer like a miniature trueck from
which articles placed therein can be readily re-
moved.

A further object is to provide a telescoping re-
ceptacle drawer in a container like a miniature
truck wherein the weight of the drawer when
moved outwardly of the container is counterbal-
anced to prevent tilting of the container.

A further object is. to provide a miniature
model vehicle which is a duplication of a road
vehicle and serves a useful purpose as a con-
tainer and toy as well as being a work of art.

These and other objects of the invention will
appear hereinafter in connection with the fol-
lowing description of an embodiment of the in~
vention illustrated in the accompanying drawing,

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a minia-
ture truck illustrating the invention, with parts
broken away and sectioned;

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1 with the drawer
therein in extended position;

Pig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view through the
truck in the position of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line §—4 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a section taken on line 5—5 of Fig. 1
with the top of the vehicle broken away;

Pig. 6 is a detail section taken on line §—8 of
Fig. 2; and

Fig. 7 is a detail section taken on line 7—7 of
Fig. 2.

Although the invention can be applied to nu-
merous types of containers, for purposes of il-
lustration the invention is shown as applied to a
delivery truck which is a duplication in minia-
ture of a road size vehicle.

In general the truck comprises body section |
having a curved top which slopes gradually down-
wardly at the forward end to merge into the cab
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of the truck sloping down to frent bumper 2.
The rear of body | is open for access to the in-
side -and the body of the truck on the sides of
the opening extends downwardly on a slight slant
to the rear bumper 8. The cab portion of ‘body
is provided with suitably shaped openings and
markings on the sides and front to simulate the
side windows and doors -of the truck and the
windshield. Likewise, suitable markings on the
front of body {1 simulate the engine hoed and
headlights of a read size truck.

Body { of thre truck is closed underneath by
floor ‘4 which as particularly shown in Fig. 6
has an irregular confour comprising longitudi-
nally -extending side ledges -5 offset upwardly
from the base of the ficor and having upstanding
flanges § for securing the floor to the body of the
truck and reinforecing the:same.

The truck is supported on serrated ruvher tired
wieels T which are secured to the front and rear
axles 8. The front axle extends through suit-
able side bearing portions in the sides of the floor
and -over the base of the floor 4. Both floor 4
and body { are formed to permit the wheels to
ke inset within the body of the truck. ‘The front
axle is free to rotate when the front wheels of
the truck are rotated.

The rear axle extends through bearing por-
tions 9 on each side of floor 4 and thence over
the base of the floor formed at this location to
simulate the differential i®.0of a truck. The rear
axle is free to rotate when the rear whesls ro~
tate. Longitudinal slots i are provided in floor
4 between each bearing portion § and differential
19 to impart flexibility to that portion of the floor
supporting the rear axle, the use of which will be
described hereinafter.

The body of the truck is formed to the general
curvature of the rear wheels to permit the rear
wheels to be inset therein in line with the front
wheels. Lesdges 5 and floor 4 terminate at the
forward and rear side of each rear wheel so that
each rear wheel is inset within its respective
ledge 5. Horizontal projections 12 extend from
the upper portion of each flange 6 of the floor
over the rear wheels a short distance and are
spaced upwardly ‘from each wheel to provide a
slot {8 between each rear wheel and the corre-
sponding projection {2. The face of each flange
6 at the approach to the rear of the rear wheels
turns inwardly to provide thereof the stops 14,
the use of which will be described hereinafter.

The drawer |5 provided as the receptacle for
the truck has a bottom and four side walls pro-
viding an open top for easy access to the inside
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of the drawer to remove the contents. The rear
wall 16 simulates the back of the truck, and is
of a size to close the opening in the rear of the
body of the truck when drawer 15 is shifted to
position the drawer inside the truck body.

Rails or prongs {1 are formed integrally with
the bottom of the drawer and project forwardly
from drawer 15 a substantial distance. The
length of the rails and drawer is such that the
drawer will fit completely inside the truck.

When drawer 15 is assembled inside the truck
rails {71 pass through slots (3 formed between
the rear wheels and projections 12. Rails IT are
of a thickness greater than the cross-section of
slots 13 so that when the rails are forced through
the slots, the rear wheels and axle are forced
away from the body of the truck either by the
body tending to move upwardly or the rear axle
and wheels downwardly. This movement is per-
mitted due to slots 11 in floor 4. As g result the
rubber tired rear wheels are pre-loaded into sub-
stantial frictional engagement with rails 11. The
surface of rails 17 engaging the rear tires of the
truck is tapered and the frictional engagement
of the rear tires and rails is increased by serra-
tions on the tapered surface of the rails and the
matching serrations on the rubber tires.

Lugs I8 are provided on the side of each rail
toward the forward end thereof. Lugs 18 en-
gage stops 14 of flange 6 when drawer 5 is
slipped into the truck in assembly, the lugs and
stops being tapered complementarily to permit
the lugs to slide over the face of each stop 14, as
the rails spring inwardly. Once lugs 18 are over
stops 14 rails {7 spring outwardly to normal po-
sition with the result that when drawer 15 is
moved outwardly lugs 18 engage the forward side
of stops (4 to limit the rearward movement of
the drawer.

In operation, after drawer 15 is assembled with
the truck, opening of drawer 5 is obtained by
pressing lightly downwardly on the truck and
moving the same rearwardly, thereby rotating the
rear wheels in engagement with rails {7 in a di-
rection to drive the rails to the rear of the truck
and open the drawer rearwardly. Rails 1T move
through slots (3 until lugs 18 engage stops 14.
Drawer 15 then has moved to a position substan-
tially completely out of the rear of the truck.

Closing of the drawer is obtained by a similar
movement of the truck forwardly to rotate the
rear wheels in engagement with rails 17T in a for-
ward direction which moves the drawer forwardly
to a closed position. Rails 17 are driven for-
wardly through slots {3 under the driving force
of the tires of the wheels until the forward ends
of the rails engage the front wall of the truck
to conceal the drawer inside the truck with its
back i6 closing the rear opening of the truck.

Drawer 15 is of a width to clear projections
{2 when advanced into the truck. The drawer
is removable from the truck by springing rails {71
inwardly to clear lugs 18 over stops (4 should it
become desirable to completely remove the
drawer from the truck.

The weight 19 is secured inside the forward
end of the truck to counterbalance the weight
of drawer 15 and its contents when the drawer is
moved rearwardly to prevent the fruck from
tipping upwardly in front.

The truck and drawer are molded from a suit-
able thermosetting plastic of sufficient strength
and thickness to stand up in service.

The invention. is applicable to many different
types and shapes of trucks or other vehicles
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4
formed as a duplication in miniature of road size
vehicles.

While the invention has been shown as applied
to a vehicle, different shaped containers for the
drawer may also be constructed to embody the
invention.

The invention provides a novel receptacle in
a container such as g miniature truck which may
be utilized for numerous different retaining pur-
poses.

Various embodiments of the invention may be
employed within the scope of the accompanying
claims.

We claim:

1. A manually porfable container movable over
a supporting surface, a receptacle telescoping
within said container, and means to drive said
receptacle inwardly and outwardly of said con-
tainer in response to movement of the container
in opposite directions over the surface upon which
the same is supported.

2. A manually portable container movable over
a supporting surface, a receptacle telescoping
within said container and having a forwardly ex-
tending member, & wheel resiliently supported on
the container with respect to the body thereof
and sdapted to engage the surface supporting
said container, and said member being disposed
between said wheel and container body and of
a, cross-section to separate the wheel and hody
to effect pre-loading engagement with said wheel
for moving of said receptacle inwardly and out-
wardly of the container in response to movement
of the container upon said wheel in opposite di-
vections over the supporting surface.

3. A manually portable container movable over
a supporting surface, a receptacle telescoping
within said container and having an inwardly
extending member, a wheel resiliently supported
on the container with respect to the body thereof
and adapted to engage the surface supporting
said container for supporting the container
thereon, and said member being disposed between
said wheel and container body and of a cross-
section to separate the wheel and body to effect
pre-loading engagement with said wheel for mov-
ing of said receptacle inwardly and outwardly
of the container in response to movement of the
container upon szid wheel in opposite directions
over the supporting surface, and a weight se-
cured within the container to counterbalance the
weight of the receptacle and the contents thereof
upon outward movement of the receptacie to pre-
vent tilting of the container upon said wheel.

4. A container having front and rear wheels
for movement over a supporting surface, means
for resiliently supporting the rear wheels from
the body of said container, a receptacle drawer
telescoping within said container and having pro-
jecting members disposed between said rear
wheels and container body and of a cross-section
to spring the body and rear wheels apart to effect
pre-loading engagement of the members with said
wheels for moving said receptacle drawer inward-
ly and outwardly of the container upon move-
ment of the container on the wheels thereof in
opposite directions over the supporting surface.

5. A ccntainer having front and rear wheels
for movement over a supporting surface, means
disposed to resiliently support the rear wheels
from the body of said container, a receptacle
drawer telescoping within said container and
having projecting members disposed hetween said
rear wheels and container body and of a cross-
cection to spring the body and rear wheels apart
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to effect pre-loading engagemsnt of the members
with said wheels for moving said receptacle
érawer inwardly and outwardly of the rear end
of the container upon movement of the container
on the wheels thereof in opposite directions over
the supporting surface, and a weight secured
within the container at thzs opposite end from
said drawer to counterbalance the weight of the
drawer and the contents thereof upon outward
movement of the drawer to prevent tilting of the
conbainer upon said rear wheels.

6. A miniature vehicle having front and rsar
wheels for rmaovement over a supporting surface,
means for resiliently supporting the rear wheels
{rom the body of said vehiele, a receptacle drawer
telescoping within gaid vehicle and having a pair
of projecting prongs disposed between said rear
wheels and vehicle body and of a cross-section
to spring the body and rear wheels apart to
effect pre-loading engagement of the prongs with
said wheels for moving said receptacle drawer in-
wardly and outwardly cf the vehicle upon moeve~
ment of the vehicle on the wheels thereof in op-
posite directiotis over a supporting surface.

7. A miniature vehicle having rubber tired
wheels for movement over a supporting surface,
means for resiliently supporting the rear wheels
from the body of said vehicle, a receptacle drawer
telescoping within said vehicle and having a pair
of forwardly projecting prongs disposed between
said rear wheels and vehicle body and of a cross-
section to spring the body and rear wheels apart
to effect pre-loading engagement with said wheels
for moving said receptacle drawer inwardly and
outwardly of the rear of the vehicle upon move-
ment of the vehicle on the wheels thereof in a
corresponding direction over a supporting sur-
face, and matching serrations in the rear tires
and respective prongs to increase the frictional
engagement thereof,

8. A miniature vehicle having wheels for move-~
meni over a supporting surface, means for re-
siliently supporting the rear wheels from the
body of said vehicle, a receptacle drawer tele-
scoping within said vehicle and having g pair
of forwardly projecting prongs disposed hetween
said rear wheels and vehicle body and of a cross-
section to spring the body and rear wheels apart
to effect pre-loading engagement of the prongs
with said wheels for moving said receptacle
drawer inwardly and outwardly of the vehicle
upon movement of the vehicle on the wheels
thereof in a corresponding direction over g sup-
porting surface, and stops to limit the forward
and rearward movement of said drawer.

9. A miniature vehicle having wheels for move-
ment over a supporting surface, a slotted floor
for resiliently supporting the rear wheels from
the body of said vehicle, a receptacle drawer tele-
scoping within said vehicle and having a pair of
forwardly projecting prongs disposed between
said rear wheels and vehicle body and of a cross-
section to spring the body and rear wheels apart
to effect pre-loading engagement of the prongs
with said wheels for moving said receptacle
drawer inwardly and ocutwardly of the vehicle
upon movement cf the vehicle on the wheels
thereof in a corresponding direction over a sup-
porting surface.

10. A miniature vehicle having wheels for
movement over a supporting surface, means for
resiliently supperting the rear wheels from the
body of said vehicle, a receptacle drawer tele-
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scoping within said vehicle and having a pair of
forwardly projecting prengs disposed between
said rear wheels and vehicle body and of a cross-
section to spring the body and rear wheels apart
to eflect pre-loading engagement of the prongs
with said wheels for moving said receptacle
drawer inwardly and outwardly of the vehicle
upon movement of the vehicle en the wheels
thereof in a corresponding direction over a sup-
porting surface, lugs projecting from the sides
of said prongs toward the forward ends thereof,
and inwardly turned members extending from
said body over which said lugs ride upon the
assembly of the drawer inside said vehicle and
serving as stops engaged by said lugs to limif the
rearward movement of the drawer.

11. A container having wheels for movement
over a supporting surface, means for resiliently
supporting one pair of wheels from the body of
said container, a movable receptacle drawer fit-
ting within said container, projections extend-
ing from the body of the container over said re-
siliently supported wheels and spaced therefrom
to provide slots therebetween, means projecting
from said drawer and extending fthrough said
slots and of a vertical thickness greater than the
slots to spring the body and wheels apart to effect
pre-loading engagement of the projection means
with the wheels for moving the receptacle drawer
inwardly and outwardly of the container upon
movement of the container on the wheels thereof
in g cerrespending direction over a supporting
surface.

12. A vehicle having wheels for movement over
a supporting surface, means for resiliently sup-
porting cne pair of wheels from the body of said
vehicle, a movable receptacle drawer fitting with-
in said vehicle, projecticns extending from the
body of the vehicle over said resiliently supported
wheels and spaced therefrom to provide slots
therebetween, means projecting from said drawer
and extending through said slots and of a ver-
tical thickness greater than the slots to spring
the body and wheels apart to effect pre-loading
engagement of the projection means with the
wheels for moving the receptacle drawer inwardly
and outwardly of the vehicle upon movement of
the vehicle on the wheels thereof in a correspond-
ing direction over a supporting surface, and said
drawer having a back to close the body of the
vehicle to thereby conceal the drawer and its
contents therein and being open centrally of its
sides for ready removal of the contents thereof.

PAUL J. FORD.
WILLIAM E. FORD.
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