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This invention relates to a handle for a fishing 
rod or casting rod, and particularly relates to 
an apparatus for holding a casting rod Securely 
within the handle, and for holding a reel upon 
the reel seat of the casting rod. 
An object of the invention is to provide an 

improved casting rod handle having a lock for 
holding a reel in position on the reel seat of the 
handle, and also wherein the lock is adapted to 
be continuously held in locking position against 
accidental opening thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a casting rod handle with an improved locking 
arrangement for frictionally holding a casting 
rod in position within the handle. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a casting rod handle. With an improved form of 
locking apparatus for holding a reel in position 
upon the reel seat of the handle wherein the 
lever for operating the locking apparatus also 
provides a finger grip which may be engaged by 
a finger of the operator for holding the lock in 
locking position. 
Further cbjects and advantages will become 

apparent from the drawings and following de 
Scription. 

jReferring to the drawings: 
Figure i is a vertical cross-sectional view.taken 

through the casting rod handle and locking 
mecharism of this invention; 

iFigure 2 is a partial cross sectional view of a 
casting rod handle illustrating a modified ar 
rangement of locking mechanism for holding a 
reel in position on the reel seat of the handle. 

In Figure 1 there is illustrated, an improved 
form of casting rod handle wherein the body O 
of the handle is formed of a casting. The cast 
body. has a recessed portion, it positioned be 
tween the rear handle portion 2 of the body to 
and a front grip portion 3 to receive a reel 4. 
The rear handle portion 2 consists of a cylin 

drical portion 5 extending from the body ?o of 
the handle and is surrounded with a grip mem 
ber 6, which may be composed of cork or other 
Suitable material. The grip member 6 is held 
in position upon the cylindrical portion 5 by 
means of a Washer 7 that has a machine screw 
8 passing through and threaded into a threaded 

hole 9 in the end of the cylindrical portion 5. 
The front grip portion 3 of the handle O 

consists of a threaded body portion 20 extending 
forwardly of the body of the handle O. The 
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tiareaded portion 20 is provided with an axial 
bore 2, therein which receives a resilient sleeve 
22, consisting of a rubber or rubber-like material. 

2 
A metal sleeve 23 is also provided within the 

bore 2 and engages one end of the resilient 
sleeve 22. The opposite end of the metal sleeve 
23 is engaged by the rear wall of the nose por 
tion 24 of an internally threaded locking mena 
ber 25. 
The locking member 25 has threads 26 co 

operating with the threaded portion 20 so as to 
cause the metal sleeve 23 to compress the re 
silient sleeve 22 when the member 25 is threaded 
upon the threaded portion. 20. 
A casting rod 30 is adapted to have one end 

thereof positioned within the resilient sleeve 22 
which frictionally binds upon the end of the 
casting rod 30 to hold the same in position in the 
casting rod lock just described. 
The central recessed portion í í of the body of 

the handle 0 is provided with a relatively flat 
Surface 40 that forms a seat for the base member 
4f of a reel 4 adapted to be secured upon the 
handle 0. The reel seat 40 is positioned below 
the axial center line between the rear grip por 
tion 2 and the front grip portion 3 so that the 
reel 4 will be positioned sufficiently low to allow 
engagement thereof by the thumb of an operator. 
The reel seat 49: terminates at one end in an 

undercut portion 42 provided in the body of the 
handle 0 to receive one end of the base 4 of a 
reel 4. This undercut portion 42 is preferably 
arranged on a taper to cause frictional binding 
upon the end of the base 4 of the reel When in 
position upon the reel seat 40. 
The locking apparatus for holding the reel 4 

in position upon the reel seat 40, consists of a 
lever 50 that is pivotally mounted within a recess 
or slot 5 provided in the forward portion of the 
body of the handle O. A pivot pin 52 passes 
transversely through the body 0 for pivotally 
securing the lever 50 thereupon. The forward 
end of the lever 50 is provided with an extending 
portion 53 that forms a can member for actuat 
ing a locking member 54 to hold the reel 4 in 
position upon the reel seat 40. The rear portion 
of the lever 50 terminates in a downwardly ex 
tending finger hook 55 that is adapted to be 
grasped by a finger of the operator of the device. 
The lever 50 is provided with a relatively flat 
Surface 56 adapted to engage a corresponding 
flat Surface 57 provided on the underside of the 
reel seat 40 when the lever 50 is in locking posi 
tion, as illustrated in Figure 1. 
The locking member 54 is preferably formed of 

a resilient member having an upwardly extend 
ing portion 55 provided with an ear 56 located 
on each sider of the member 54. A pivotºpin 57” 
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paSSes through the body and through the ears 
56', thus forming a pivot for the locking mem 
ber 52. 
The locking member 54 has a general down 

wardly extending portion 58 contiguous with 
the portion 55' and which is adapted to engage 
the forward end of the base A of the reel 4 to 
frictionally hold the base is upon the reel seat 40, 
and to retain the rear edge of the base 4 within 
and in engagement with the recess 42. 
A torsion Spring 68 is disposed around the pivot 

pin. 52'. The torsion Spring 6 has one end there 
of engaging the upper Wall of the recess 5A and 
has the opposite end engaging the member 54, 
thereby tending to rotate the member 54 in a 
clockwise direction. 
To Operate the mechanism heretofore de 

Scribed, the lever 5 is rotated in a counter clock 
Wise direction thereby causing the can nose 53 
to recede from the locking member 54 and allow 
the member to rotate in a clockwise direction 
as caused by the torsion spring 60. The reel 4 
may then either be removed from the seat 40 or 
be positioned upon the same. 
To lock the reel 4 in position upon the reel 

seat 49, the lever 50 is rotated in a clockwise 
direction thereby causing the can nose 53 to ride 
against the upwardly inclined portion 55' of the 
locking member 54 to rotate the same in a coun 
ter clockwise direction, thus causing the forward 
portion 58 of the inenber 54 to engage the for 
Ward portion of the reel base 4 and hold the 
same upon the reel seat 30. The resiliency pro 
vided in the locking member 54 is sufficient to 
retain a positive frictional contact of the men 
ber 56 upon the base 4 of the reel. 
When the locking apparatus is in the locking 

position, as illustrated in Figure 1, it will be noted 
that the point of engagement of the nose por 
tion 53 of the lever 5 with the locking member 
54 is disposed on the righth and side of a line pass 
ing between the axes of the pivot pins 52 and 
5'. This arrangement thereby provides an over 
center throw mechanism. With the member 54 
urging the lever 50 in a clockwise direction, thus 
holding the lever 5 in locking position. 

If desired, a small roller 65 may be provided in 
the nose portion 53 of the lever 5 to engage the 
locking member 34, the roller 65 being carried 
upon a bearing pin 66. 

It will also be noted that the over center throw 
arrangerinent of the locking mechanism for hold 
ing the reel upon the handle is such that when a 
ree is renoved from the handle the lever 5 will 
be retained in position against the bottom face 
of the reel seat 49, as illustrated in Figure 1. 
With the lever 5 extending rearwardly to a 

position substantially in alignment with the rear 
edge of the reel 4, the finger loop 55 is positioned 
so that the fore-finger of an operator can readily 
grasp the finger loop 55 when operating the cast 
ing rod and Will thus insure against accidental 
opening of the reel locking mechanism. 

In Figure 2 there is shown a modified arrange 
ment of the reel locking mechanism illustrated 
in Figure 1, and a slightly modified arrangement 
of the casting rod locking mechanism illustrated 
therein. 
The casting rod locking mechanism illustrated 

in Figure 2 for locking the casting rod 30b upon 
the handle b consists of a tapered resilient 
sleeve 22b which is engaged by a sleeve 23b when 
the member 25b is rotated upon the threaded 
portion 2 b. - 

The reel locking mechanism, illustrated in Fig 
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4. 
ure 2, consists of a lever 50 that is pivotally 
mounted in a recess 5 in the handle fob by 
means of a pivot pin 52. The forward end of 
tine lever 50 has a gear segment 53 thereon 
that cooperates with a gear segment 54 pivot 
ally carried upon the pin 55. 
The gear segment 54 carries a locking men 

ber 56 adapted to engage the base 4 a. of the 
reel 4d, to hold the reel in position upon the reel 
seat Abb of the handle Ob in the same manner as 
heretofore described with reference to the ap 
paratus illustrated in Figure 1. 
The gear segment 54 carries a pin 60 that 

has one end of a tension Spring 6 positioned 
around the same. The opposite end of the ten 
sion spring 6 is positioned around the pivot 
pin 52 for the lever 50. 
The axes of the pins 52 and 60 are posi 

tioned on the lefthand side of the pivot pin 55 
when the lever 5 is in locking position, as illus 
trated in Figure 2. Thus, an over center throw 
mechanism is provided so that the Spring 6 
tends to hold the lever 50 in the locking position 
illustrated in Figure 2. 
The operation of the device illustrated in Fig. 

ure 2 is substantially the same as that of the de 
vice illustrated in Figure 1, it being apparent 
that counterclockwise rotation of the lever 50 
will cause clockwise rotation of the locking mem 
ber 56 and vice versa, to unlock and lock re 
Spectively the mechanism. 
While the apparatus disclosed and described 

herein constitutes preferred forms of the inven 
tion, yet it will be understood that the appara 
tus is capable of mechanical alteration. Without 
departing from the spirit of the invention and 
that all modifications that fall. Within the SCOpe 
of the appended claims are intended to be in 
cluded herein. 
Having thus fully described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A casting rod handle including, a reel seat, 
stationary means at one end of said reel Seat for 
holding the base of a reel upon the Seat, a now 
able locking member disposed adjacent the oppo 
site end of said seat and including means upon 
which said member is oscillatable, and a lever 
movable relative to said seat operably associated 
with one end of said locking member for oscillat 
ing the same toward or away from Said Seat. 

2. A casting rod including, a reel seat, station 
ary means at one end of said seat for engaging 
one end of a reel base to hold the Same upon 
said seat, a movable locking member disposed 
adjacent the opposite end of said seat for engag 
ing the end of a reel base upon said seat, pivot 
means for supporting said locking member in 
said position, and a lever operated can member 
engaging one end of said locking member to effec 
tuate rotation of the locking member relative to 
said seat upon rotation of the can member to 
lock and unlock a reel base positioned upon said 
Seat. 

3. A casting rod including, a reel seat, station 
ary means at one end of said seat for engaging 
one end of a reel base to hold the same upon said 
seat, a movable locking lever positioned adjacent 
the opposite end of said seat and including pivot 
means for mounting the same in the said position, 
and an actuating lever pivotally mounted adja 
cent said opposite end of said seat and having 
means extending therefrom for engaging Said 
locking lever to move the same toward and away 
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from Said seat upon actuation of said actuating 
lever. 

4. A casting rod including, areel seat, station 
ary means at one end of said: Seat for engaging 
One end of a reel base to hold the same upon said 
Seat, an oscillatable locking member positioned 
adjace at the opposite end of said seat, an oscil 
latable actuating member for oscillating saidlock 
ing member and including lever means for oper 
ating the sain:, and resient means tending nor 
mal?y to rotate ofie of Said Oscillatable means, 
said oscillatable means having their axes disposed 
reiative to oxae another to form an over center 
throw rechanisia clergized by said 
means for holding said locking member in lock 
ing p08itiOf. 

5. A casting rod including, a reel seat, station 
ary means at one end of said seat for engaging 
one end of a reel base.t.c hold the same upon said 
seat, an osciliatable lockiing member positioned 
adjacent ö?ie oppo8ite c:d of Said seat, an oscil 
latable actuating 2&nber for oscillating Said lock 
ing member and incluidig lever means for oper 
ating the 8a ne, ad esilient means. tending nor 
mally to "Ctate ce Cf Said oscillatable means, 
said osgiilatable neans having their ayxes dis 
posed relative to one another to for in an over 
center throw mechanism energized by said resil 
ient means for holding said lockiing member in 
locking position and said actuating lever adjacent 
Said Seat. 

6. In a casting rod handle, the combination 
of, a wall portion forming a ree seat on one side 
thereof, stationally neains at one end of Said Seat 
for holding One end of a reel base in position upon 
said seat, an oscillatable locking member posi 
tioned adjacent the opposite end of Said seat and 
including Ineans for mounting the same in said 
position, and all osciliatable actuating member 
operably connected with said locking member for 
oscillating the Sainle and including a lever ex 
tending therefron for actuating the same and 
adapted for positioning against the opposite side 
of said v2.3 portion. When tile locking member is 
in locking position. 

7. In a casting rod handle, the coniination 
of, a wall portion forming a reel Seat on one side 
thereof, stationary rneans at o2e end of said seat 
for holding one end of a reel: base in position 
upon said seat, an oscillatable locking member 
positioned adjacent the opposite end of Said Seat 
and inciliding means for mounting the Sane in 
said po3titio:?, and an oscilla, table actillating mem 
ber operably associated with Said locking member 
for oscillating the sanne and including a lever 
extending therefronn for actuating the same and 
adapted for positioning against the opposite Side 
of said wall portion when the locking member is 
in locking position, said lever having a singer 
engaging portion thereof terminating in a finger 
loop positioned adjacent the said stationary 
??16811S. 

8. In a casting "od handle, the combination 
of, a wall portion forting a reel seat on one side 
thereof, stationary hears at one end of said seat 
for holding one end of a reel base in position upon 
said seat, an oscillatable actuating member oper 
ably connected. With said locking meiber and 
having lever means extending therefroin for actu 
ation thereof and adapted to be positioned against 
the cpposite side of said wall portion. When the 
locking member is in locking position, resilient 
means tending normally to oscillate said members 
relative to one another, said oscillatable members 
having their axes positioned relative to one an 
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6 
other to provide an over center throw mechanism 
energized by said resilient means acting thereon 
to hold said locking member and Said lever in 
locking position. 

9. A casting rod handle consisting of a body, 
a relatively narrow Wall portion in Said body 
forming on one side thereof a reel Seat, stationary 
means at one end of said reel seat fox holding 
a reel base thereon, a locking lever positioned 
adjacent the opposite end of said reel seat hav 
ing one end thereof positioned above the said 
seat, pivot means for supporting said locking 
lever adjacent one end thereof, an actuating 
member for said locking lever engaging the same 
to move said lever toward or away from Said Seat, 
pivot means supporting said actuating lever be 
neath said locking lever, said actuating lever be 
ing adapted for positioning adjacent the opposite 
side of said wallportion when said locking lever 
is in locking position, and reslient lineans Oper 
ably connected with said actuating lever and said 
locking lever for holding the Saine in locking 
position. 

10. A casting rod handle including in Com 
bination, a body, a relatively narrow wall portion 
in said body fortning on one side thereof a reel 
seat, a recess in said body adjacent one end of 
said reel seat for holding one end of the base of 
a reel in engagement with the seat, a recess at 
the opposite end of said reel seat, a movable 
locking lever disposed within said second recess, 
pivot means for Ymounting said lever within said 
receSS, am actualiting member positioned Within 
said second recess for engaging and operating 
said locking lever, pivot means mounting said 
actuated means in said second recess, resilient 
means for urging said locking member and said 
actuating member into rotation and holding the 
Sanae in locking position, and an actuating lever 
extending from said actuating means for oper 
atting the same and positioned adjacent the op 
posite side of said wall portion when said lock 
ing lever is in locking position. 

11. A casting rod handle including in com 
bination, a body, a relatively narrow wall portion 
in Said body forming on one side thereof a reel 
Seat, a receSS in said body adjacent one end of 
Said reel seat for holding one end of the base of 
a reel in engagement with the seat, a recess at 
the opposite end of Said reel seat, a movable lock 
ing lever disposed within said second recess, pivot 
means for mounting said ever within said recess, 
an actuating member positioned within said 
Second recess for engaging and operating said 
locking lever, pivot means mounting said actu 
ated means in said second recess, iresilient means 
for urging said locking member and said actu 
atting member into rotation and hold the same in 
locking position, and an actuating lever extend 
ing from said actuating means for operating the 
same and positioned adjacent the opposite side of 
said wall portion, when said locking lever is in 
locking position, and terminating in a finger loop 
disposed substantially beneath said first men 
tioned recess. 

12. A handle for a casting rod that includes in 
the combination, a body, a relatively narrow Wall 
portion in said body forming on one side thereof 
a narrow seat, a recess at One end of said seat to 
receive One end of a reel base to hold the Same 
upOn Said seat, a second recess in said body ad 
jacent the opposite end of said seat, a locking 
lever positioned Within said second recess and 
having pivot means associated thereWith for 
pivotally mounting the same therein, a cam ac 
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tuated member positioned within said second 
recess having pivot means associated therewith 
for rotatably mounting the Same therein and en 
gaging One end of said locking lever to effect os 
cillation of the opposite end thereof relative to 
said seat, and an actuating lever extending from 
Said aCtuating Cam for Operating the Same and 
adapted to lay adjacent the opposite side of said 
wall portion when said locking lever is in locking position. 

13. A handle for a casting rod that includes in 
the combination, a body, a relatively narrow wall 
portion in said body forming on one side thereof 
a narrow Seat, a receSS at One end of Said Seat 
to receive One end of a reel base to hold the same 
upon said seat, a second recess in said body adja 
cent the Opposite end of said seat, a locking lever 
positioned within said second recess and having 
pivot means associated therewith for pivotally 
mounting the same therein, a cam actuated mem 
ber positioned within said second recess having 
pivot means associated therewith for rotatably 
mounting the same therein and engaging one end 
of said locking lever to effect oscillation of the 
opposite end thereof relative to said seat, and 
an actuating lever extending from said actuating 
Cam for Operating the same and adapted to lay 
adjacent the opposite side of said wall portion 
When said locking lever is in locking position, and 
a resilient member engaging said locking lever 
to hold one end thereof against said actuating 
Cann, said pivot means for said locking lever and 
Said actuating can being disposed relatively to 
the point of engagement of said can upon said 
locking lever when said device is in locking posi- :; 
tion to form a toggle link actuated by said resil 
ient means to hold said locking lever and said 
actuating lever in locking position. 

14. A handle for a casting rod including in 
combination, a body, a relatively narrow wall 
portion forming on one side thereof a reel seat, 
a receSS at One end of said seat to receive one 
end of a reel base, a second recess at the oppo 
site end of said reel seat, a locking lever posi 
tioned within said second recess having pivot 
means aSSociated therewith for pivotally mount 
ing the sane and including a gear segment, an 
actuating member positioned within said second 
recess having pivot means associated therewith 
for pivotally mounting the same and inciuding 
a gear segment engaging said first gear segment, 
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and lever means extending from said actuating 
member for operating the same and adapted to 
be positioned against the opposite side of said 
wall portion when said locking lever is in locking position. 

i5. A handle for a casting rod including in 
combination, a body, a relatively narrow Wall 
portion forming on One side thereof a reel seat, 
a recess at one end of Said seat to receive one end 
of a reel base, a second recess at the opposite end 
of said reel seat, a locking lever positioned Within 
said second recess having pivot means associated 
thereWith for pivotally mounting the same and 
including a gear segment, an actuating member 
positioned within said second recess having pivot 
means associated therewith for pivotally mount 
ing the same and including a gear segment en 
gaging said first gear segment, and resilient 
means extending between said gear segments to 
resiliently hold said locking lever and said actu 
ating lever in locking position. 

16. A handle for a casting rod including in 
combination, a body, a relatively narrow wall 
portion forming on one side thereof a reel seat, 
a receSS at One end of said seat to receive one 
end of a reel base, a second recess at the opposite 
end of said reel seat, a locking lever positioned 
Within said second recess having pivot means as 
Sociated therewith for pivotally mounting the 
Same and including a gear segment, an actuating 
member positioned within said second recess 
having pivot means associated therewith for 
pivotally mounting the same and including a 
gear segment engaging said first gear segment, 
and resiliently hold said locking lever and said 
actuating lever in locking position, said actuat 
ing lever terminating in a finger loop substan 
tially beneath said first recess. 

MERLYN M. CULVER. 
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