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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE? 

ELIZA BLOOM,OF NEW YORK,N. Y. 

SEAL- LOCK? 

5PECIF?CA??ON forming part of Letters Patent No.320213, dated June 16,1885. 
AppliCation filed Januar?20,1885, 

Zo aZZ zuhom it 7nag concern : 
Beit known that I,ELIZA BLOOM,a Citizen 

of the United States,residing in New York 
City,New York,have invented a certain new 

5 and useful Improvement in Seal-Locks,0f 
which I declare the following to be a ful, 
Clear,and exact description,So that any per 
SOn Skiled in the art to Whichit appertains 
Can make,COnStruct,and use the Same,refer 
enCe beinghadtOtheacCompanying drawings, 
Which form part of this Specification,and to 

(?o niodel.) 

1inejoining the centers of the two slots B B. 
This beveling may be accomplished either by 
Cutting or bending the points,Or both. Any 
flat and thin instrument?Such as the Strip 55 
F?Can be forced between the Spring-pointS 
ifit be forced against the points on the Side 
and in the direction ofthe bevel,the efect of 
Such pressure beingto forcethe points apart, 
but the Same flat and thin instrument it Will 6O 
be foundimpossibletoforcebetweenthepoints 
by preSSure from any other direction,This 

*e letters and fgures of reference marked looking-spring Displacedin the ehamberC. 
thereOn. 
The ObjectOfthe presentinventionisto pro 

I5 Vide a m0re Convenient and certain Sealing 
devicethanth0Seatpresentinuse;anditcon 
SistS Of the devices hereinafter deSCribed and 
Claimed. 
Referring to the drawings,Figure 1 is a 

front view,and Fig.2 a Side view, of my im 
proved Sealing device,a part being broken 
away. Figs.3 and4 are Separate Views of 
details,and Fig.5is anenlargedSectionalviey 
Ofa part ofthe device. - 
Theimproved Sealing device Consists ofan 

Open ring Or a Staple of metal,A,Ofany de 
Sired Shape,made of twO or more pieces of 
metal Securely riveted together. The legs of 
this Open ring Orstaple,between which the 
Opening Orbreak 0ccurs,havetwo Slots,B B, 
ofSuch Size and So arranged that the strip F, 
hereinafter described, can be pushedthrough 
One Slot acroSs the openingin the ringto and 
through the Other Slot,thereby closing the 
gap in the ring or Staple. This is clearly 
Shown in Figs,1,2,aud 5 of the drawings. 
These Sots B Brun through chambers C C, 
(shOWn in Figs.2 and 5,)preferably One in 
eaGh leg of the Staple A,in Which chambers 
are placed the 100king devices D D. These 
1ocking devices are Shownin all the figures of 
the draWings,particularly in Fig.4,ASthere 
Shown they Consist of a Steel wire having re 
sistance enongh fora Springrecurvedonitself 
the arms completing a Cirole or rectangle,or 
any other Convenient Shape adapted to the 
Shape of the Chambers C C andendingintwo 
points that passeachotherforalittledistance. 
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These points are beveled,as Shown in the 
5o draWings,both points on the Same Side,the 

plane ofthe bevel being at right angles to a 

asshowninFigs.1,2,and5. WhenSO placed, 
itS beveled points cross the Slot Bat about the 65 
center of that slot and prevent the paSSage 
through theslot ofanyinstrumentthat Strikes 
the points and presses upon them in the di 
rection ofitSmovementthrough theSlot?that 
is,at right anglesto the plane ofthe bevel Of7O 
the Spring-points themselveS,The points, 
however,yield to any thin instrument preSS 
ing against them on their beveled Sides and 
preSsing in the direction of the bevel-that 
is,Substantialy at right angles to the direC 
tion of motion ofthe instrument through the 
SlOb. 
Any Coneealed catching device maybe used 

in place of the Spring-points D,which will 
normally extend acrOSS the Slot B,barring 
paSSage through it,and wil resist preSSure 
from the Outside in the direction Of the paS 
Sage of the Slot,but which is constructed tO 
be pushed out of its obstructing pOSitiOn by 
the Side pressure of the beveled point of the 
strip Fas the Iatteris pushedinto the Slot On 
the beveledside of the Catch. A Spring-latCh 
placed with its bevel on the Same Side as is 
the bevelofthepointsD would bean instance 
of such a catching deviee. 
Fis a thin strip of metal of the general 

Shape Shown in Fig.1. It Should be of SuCh 
size as to pass readily through the Slots B B, 
exCept when the looking Springs or CatChes 
are in place,and then to Strike against SuCh 
SpringsorGatches. Thestrip Shouldalsohave 
one or both ends beveled,the bevel being On 
bothoron OneSideoftheend. The StripShould 
also have a Slot,G,Cutlengthwise ofthe Strip 
throughits Center andwide enoughto permit 
the CrOSSed points ofthe Spring D Or the CatCh 
to snap into it and aSSume the unstrained Ob 
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structing position. This slot Should prefer 
ably be long enough to reach from One lock 
ing-spring Dtotheotherintheposition shown 
in Fig,1. The ends oftheslotorslots inany 
Case Should be cutsquare and not beveled. I 
preferto put a locking device in both of the 
slots B B,as shown in Fig.1,in which case 
the Slot in the sealing-strip Fis preferably 
made long enough to reach from one looking 
device to the other,SO that both locking de 
vices mayoperateinit. Theremay,however, 
betwoslotsinstead ofoneinthesealing-Strip, 
as indicated by the dotted lines a a/in Fig.1, 
the strip between these lines being Solid,prO 
Vided One Or both SlotS Ontheirinner ends are 
beveled,asat a/,orotherwise arranged SO that 
the firstSlotescapesthefirst catch,as bybeing 
out of 1ine withit; or the 1ocking device in 

IO 

one slot,B,maybe omitted entirey,in which 
2o Case the strip would have a Short Slot Square 

at both ends,as indicated at a in Fig.1,at 
one end ofthe strip F. These Slots,indicated 
by the bounding lines a a/in Fig.1,aresbown 
ofalength Suficient to cause them to project 
alittleoutside oftheleg ofthestaple A merely 
for convenience in cuttingthe Sealing-stripin 
unsealing. Thesiots BB,in which areplaced 
the locking devices,Should beno larger than 
just suficient to admit the strip F. 
The operation of my device as applied,for 

instance,to a freight-Car,is as folows:The 
doorofthefreight-carhaving been closed,and 
the hasp having been placed over the fixed 
Staplein the usnal way,one leg of the staple 
Or Open ring Ais paSSed through the project 
ing part of the Staple of the Car exaobly asif 
it were the ring of a padlock and the hasp of 
the doorwasto belocked onto thefixedStaple 
ofthe ear. The Sealing-strip Fis then intro 
duced from the outside into the Slot B and 
pushedintoitonthebeveledSide ofthe Spring 
points D. Theforwardend ofthestrip passes 
bythe points ontheir beveled orcurved side; 
but the bevel of the strip graduallyforces the 
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Strip against thepoints,which are thus forced 
apart,and the Strip passes between them, 
the points Snapping together again through 
the Slot G,AS the Strip is pushed farther 
on it enters the other Slot B in the other le 
ofthe StapleA,wherethesameoperationtakes 
place,the beveled Strip forcing the points 
apart and passing between them until the 
points reach the Slot G,into which they Snap 
into their unstrained position. The parts are 

55 then inthe position Shown in Fig.1,in which 
position it will befound impossibleto remove 
the Slotted Sealing-strip F,the crossed Spring 
points D D being merely jammed Sidewise 
against the Walls of the chambers C C by the 

6c direct pressure of the strip F at the Square 
endsoftheslot G. The strip Fisthussecurely 

320,213 

10cked in place, and Can only be removed by 
breaking some of the parts. It is therefore 
an efechual and convenient Sealing device. 
The strips F. Idesign to_make ofthinsheet 65 

metal,Cut out bya die,and to Stamp on them 
any desired Seal,andals0,ifdesired,the num 
ber of the car,or of the load,or the name of 
Consignor and copsignee,or the point of de 
partureanddestination,theweight,&o.When 7o 
the Caristo beunsealed,thestrip F has merely 
to be cut across the Slot or slots with shears, 
when the ends will pull right out,The mu 
tilated Strip may then be kept as a record or 
for any purpose desired. - 
My improved Sealing device merely Seals 

the hasp of the door on the fixed staple,asa 
padlockwould lockit on,and is in that re 
Spect like the sealing devices at present in 
use, It is Superior in its Simplicity of ma- 8o 
nipulation and its certainty,and allows of 
stamped directions,&o.,on the Sealing device 
of the Car. It may be applied as a Sealing 
device in any Case where the unsealing would 
require the mutilation of the strip F,as in 
Sealing the escutcheon or plate of a look over 
the key-hole,where chambered and,Slotted, 
knobs or projections of the metal door-plate 
on each Side of the key-hole would Constitute 
the legs of the Staple A,and the hinged es 
cutGheon orplateeovering thekey-holewould 
be Slotted to allow of the strip F passing 
through it,the strip F when 1ookedin posi 
tion thus preventing the removal of the plate 
or escutcheon from over the key-hole without 
the mutilation of the Strip, - 
TamaWarethat Various Sealing devices have 

been used employing concealed Catches,and 
among them the devicesshownin Letters Pat 
ent ofthe United States No.153,819,granted 
August 4,1874,to Foote and Randall,and 
Nos.88,959 and 206,238,granted April 13, 
1869,and July23,1878,respectively,to C. H. 
Hopkins,and I do not claim anything there 
in Shown. - 

Myimproved device employing the Slotted 
Sealing-Strip E avoids"the use of heads or 
Shoulders,and Securesthe Sealing-strip from 
movement in either direction by the direct 
action of the Concealed catches upon the Seal 
ing-strip itself without intervening devices. 
What I claim as new,and desire to Secure 

by Letters Patent,is? 
A Seal-lock consisting of a chambered and 

Slotted Staple,A,beveled Spring-points D, 
anda beveledand Slotted Sealing-strip,F,sub 
Stantiallyas and forthe purposes Set forth. 

BLIZA BLOOM. 
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WitneSSeS: 
CHARLEs E:LYDECKER, 
AMASA R. ANGELL. 

  


