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(57) Abstract: Various forms of surgical instruments are disclosed. In various embodiments, an end effector having operable and
closable jaws is attached to a distal end of an elongate shaft such that portions of the jaws are axially offset from the elongate shaft.
Other jaw embodiments are coupled to an actuation arrangement that permits portions of the jaws to be moved out of axial alignment
with the elongate shaft. Other jaw embodiments are contigured to facilitate tissue dissection. Electrosurgical instruments are also dis-
closed. One embodiment employs a tlexible electrode that is conformable to tissue.
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