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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it, known that 1, GEORGE W. BuLL, of 

the town of Stettler, in the Province of Al 
berta, Canada, have invented certain new 
and useful inprovements in Pruning De 
vices, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
The object of my invention is to devise a 

pruning implement which is equally well 
adapted to cut small yielding twigs or con 
paratively large branches, and which will 
in either case produce a clean cut, without 
bruising or tearing the bark. 
With this object in view my invention 

consists essentially of the construction here 
inafter described and specifically claimed. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im 
proved implement in its normal position. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing it in a po 
sition in which it has completed a cut. Fig. 
3 is a similar view of part of the implement 
taken at right angles to Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 
4 is an enlarged longitudinal section of the 
upper end of the sliding jaw. 

in the drawings like numerals of refer 
ence indicate corresponding parts in the 
different figures. 
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represents the handle of the instrument, 
which is preferably provided with an ex 
tension 2 which may be connected whenever 
desired by means of the ferrule 8. The up 
per end of the handle has secured thereto 
the guide 4, in which there is longitudinally 
}novable the shank 6 of the sliding jaw . 
A guide 5 is formed on the shank 6 and 
slides on the handle 1. This jaw it will be 
seen is substantially A-shaped to receive the 
twig or branch cut off, and faces outwardly 
and laterally. \, 

Pivoted to the sliding jaw to one side of 
and above the botiom of the same is the 
pivoted knife S. The catting edge of this 
knife is curved as show, but, the curve is 
(eccentric to the pivot; 9, so .that a gradual 
shearing cut is given yhen the knife. is 
rocked relatively to the jaw, as indicated in 
'Fig. 2, in which if dotted lines I show the 
position of the pivoted knife at the end of 
he cutting operation. The knife is given 

its inotion through the following means: A 
bracket. 7 is secured to the handle and the 
contecting rod 10 is pivoted thereon at i. 
The upper end of this connecting rod is 

pivoted at 12 to the knife 8. From this 
construction it will be seen that if the jaw 55 
7 is fitted against the branch and the handle 
1 be pushed upon, the shank 6 will slide on 
the handle, and that the parts will assume 
the position shown in Fig. 2, the power of 
the operator being exerted through the me- 60. 
dium of the handle and the connecting rod 
10 to rock the knife 8 relatively to the jaw 
and so cut the branch. ... . . 
A coil spring 13 is connected at one end 

with the knife and at the other end with the 65 
lower end of the shank 6. This spring thus , 
tends to maintain the parts in the position 
shown in Fig. 1. Sometimes a springy 
branch will not afford sufficient resistance 
to enable the device to be operated by a 70 
push on the handle. I therefore provide : 
the cord 14 which is suitably arranged to 
draw down the shank 6 and thus operate 
the implement. To avoid friction, and to 
increase the purchase provide a sheave 1575. 
at the lower end of the shank 6 and the 
sheave 16 on the handle 1. The cord 14 is . . 
secured at one end to the lower end of the 
shank 6, passes around the sheave 16, then 
around the sheave 15, and thence to the op- 80 
erator's hand. This 'arrangement gives : 
ample purchase to operate the device by a 

i 

pull on the cord and a light push on the 
handle at the same time. The jaw 7 it will 
be noticed is beveled downwardly from the 85 
edge, which coöperates with the knife. This 
gives it a sure grip on the branch being cut. 
and prevents slipping which would be liable 
to bruise the bark. . . . . 

: What I claim as my invention is: 90 
In a pruning implement, the combination 

of a handle; an outwardly and latepally 
facing sliding jaw móvable lengthwise of 
the handle, a knife pivoted directly on the 
jaw.to one side of and above the bottom and 95 
also above the end of the other side of the jaw and having an eccentric curved cutting 
edge, a connecting rod pivotally confected 
at one 'end to the knife and at the other to 
the handle, and a spring tending to main- 100 
tain the parts in their normal position. 
Toronto this 18th day of June 1913. 

;GEORGE W. BJLL. 
Signed in the presence of - 
. . CAMPBEL, 

E. E. HALE 

  


