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(57) Abstract: This polarization state control device is configured to include a linear polarizer 12, a retarder 14, a reflecting
plate 16, a light receiving unit 18, and a control unit 20. Source light that has passed through the linear polarizer 12 for
polarizing the source light into linearly polarized light is incident on the retarder 14. The retarder 14 emits the incident light

after changing the polarization state of the incident light according to applied voltage. The reflecting plate 16 reflects, on
the emission surface So side of the retarder 14, part of the source light that has passed through the linear polarizer 12 to the
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incidence surface Si side. The light receiving unit 18 receives light reflected by the reflecting plate 16 and passing through
the linear polarizer 12, and outputs light amount data indicating the light amount of the received light. The control unit 20
controls voltage to be applied to the retarder 14 on the basis of the light amount inputted from the light receiving unit 18
such that light obtained by polarizing the incident light with a phase delay of 4/2 or 0 is emitted from the retarder 14.
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