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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE R. DAVIs, citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Seattle, 
in the county of King and State of Wash 
ington, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Shoe Construction; 
and I do hereby declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates to shoes having im 

proved insoles for the purpose of support 
ing the instep, and has as an object to pro 
vide a shoe having an insole with an instep 
brace and an instep support formed inte 
gral therewith: 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide means for holding the instep brace instep. The rib. 6 is provided with suitable and support in normal position, the means 
being secured to the shoe in Such a Way as 
to leave a water-tight insole. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide means for supporting the instep 
brace and support which will insure the 
close contact of the instep brace and sup 
port with the instep of the foot, to prevent 
the slipping of the shoe upon the foot. 
In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side ele 

vation of the insole equipped with the pres 
ent invention. Fig.2 is a top plan view of 
the insole shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a trans 
verse vertical section through the instep of 
a shoe constructed according to the present 
invention. 

Like reference characters designate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
views. The broad scope of this invention aims to 
provide a shoe constructed with an insole 
having an instep brace, and an instep sup 
port held in normal position by strips lo 
eated between the upper and the lining of 
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the shoe secured to the insole, and laced with 
tine lacing of the shoe. It will be apparent 
as the description proceeds that this type 
of shoe can be used on either the Blucher 
or lacid style or any style of shoe which is 
laced to the foot. It will also be obvious 
that the construction could be adapted to 
sandals and other forms of shoes, not or 
dinarily provided with vamps. 

Referring to the drawings, Fig. 3 par 
ticularly, it will be seen that the insole 1 
is provided with a skived instep support 2 
upon one side thereof, and a brace 3 upon 

cured thereto in any suitable manner. 
The instep brace 3 may be made to con 

form to any shape of foot and if not formed 
integral with the sole may be made of any 
flexible material which will retain a given 
shape. The object of the support 2 is to 
prevent the foot from slipping transversely 

the opposite side. The insole 1 is made of 
leather and may have the support 2 and 
brace 3 formed integral therewith or se 
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due to the slope of the brace 3. The ordi-, 
nary insole plate for bracing the same is 
shown at 4, the same being formed of metal 
and forming no part of the present inven 
tion. The underside of the insole 1 is pro 
vided with a channel 5, which defines a rib 
6 which is continuous, extends around the 
sole of the instep as shown in Fig. 1, and has 
its two ends terminating in the heel of the 
punctures for receiving the thread which se 
cures the lining 7 and the upper 8 to the 
shoe. 
The lining and upper of this shoe are 

formed as in ordinary shoes, but there is in 
serted between the lining and the upper a 
pair of strips 9, one secured to the insole at a 
point opposite brace 3, and the other se 
cured opposite to the instep support 2. In 
order to secure these strips 9 to the shoe, the 
thread is passed through a suitable welt, 
through the upper 8, through each strip 9, 
the lining 7, and through the punctures in 
the rib 6, this general process being the same 
as carried out in ordinary shoes. The upper 
ends of the strips 9 are provided with suit 
able holes 11 which are designed to receive 
the lace of the shoe. To complete this part 
of the shoe it is merely necessary to sew the 
outer sole to the welt 10. 
When it is desired to make use of the 

strips 9, it is merely necessary to put the 
shoe upon the foot, to pass the lacing of the 
shoe through holes 11, and draw the lacing 
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tightly through the holes 11, whereby the 
strips 9 are bound tightly to the instep of 
the foot. The strips 9 are comparatively 
narrow, although not narrow enough to 
cause discomfort to the wearer, the object of 
making the strips narrow being to prevent 
legitudinal slipping of the shoe upon the 
oot. 
From the construction disclosed it will be 

apparent that the strips of leather or canvas 
9 hold the shoe tightly to the foot, but 
cause no inconvenience because of the fact 
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that the ordinary lining 7 is interposed be 
tween the foot and the reinforcing strips. 
While acting as a reinforcement to the shoe, 
the strips 9 add very little extra weight to 

6-the-shoe, and are designed to be held by the 
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ordinary lacings, so that no inconvenience s 

attends the use of a shoe constructed after 
the manner described. 
What I claim is: 

an insole, an instep support integral with 
the insole and straps secured to the opposite 
sides of the insole and located between the 
lining and the upper, said straps being 
adapted to be laced together. 

2. In a shoe having a lining and an upper 
an insole, an instep support on one side of 
the insole, a brace on the other side of the 
insole, and straps secured to the insole under 
the support and brace and located between 
the lining and upper, said straps being 
adapted to be laced together. 

3. in a shoe of the class described, an in 
sole having an instep support formed on one 
side and a brace on the other side thereof, a 
rib formed on the insole extending beneath 

the rib and 

1. In a shoe having a lining and an upper, 
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the support and brace, and straps secured to 
provided with openings to re 

ceive a lacing. - - 
4. In a shoe having a lining and an upper, 

an insole, one side of which is turned up to 
form an instep support, a brace turned up 
'from the other side of the insole, a rib 
formed on the insole at the base of the sup 
port and brace, and straps secured to the rib 
and located between the lining and upper, 
straps being provided with holes adapted to 
receive a lace. 

5. In a shoe having a lining and an upper, 
an insole having an instep support and a 
brace, a rib formed on the lower side of the 
insole, straps located between the lining and 
the upper and adapted to be laced together, 
a welt and stitching securing the welt, up 
per, straps and lining to the rib. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

l GEORGE. R. DAVIS. 
Witnesses: 

G. WARD KEMP, 
W. B. NEIGHBORs. 
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and under the support and brace, the said 
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