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o all whom, it may concern:

Be it known that I, Crmaries L. Prux-
KETT, & citizen of the United States, residing

at- Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and ;

State of New York, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Couch--

Beds, of which the following is a.specifica-
tion. _ : . v

This inverntion relates to improvements in
couch beds, the object of the invention being
to provide a couch or couch-section having
a storage receptacle and in which the use of

the -side bars heretofore deemed necessary -

may be dispensed with, whereby the struc-
ture may be very much simplified, the
weight reduced and the expense of manu-
facture lessened, while the structure will be
as durable and as strong as those structures
in which the side bars were used. :

A further object of the invention is the |

provision of an improved means for sup-
porting one part or half of the spring mat-
tress of one of the sections of the bed where-
by the same will be maintained level with the

> other part thereof. _

Heretofore in couch beds it has been neec-
essary, owing to the tension of the metallic
tabric connected fo the end frames forming
each section of the bed, to provide side bars
for maintaining - the end frames apart.
These side bars are heavy, since they must
be made of tubing or angle iron, and neces-
sarily increase the cost'of the structure, but

it has not been considered practicable to dis-

pense with them. - In the present improve-
ment, however, I provide a section of the
bed with a storage receptacle so located that
it will take the place of the side bars and
thus permit such side bars to be dispensed
with, and which storage receptacle, in the
preferred form of the improvement, will be
maintained in position by the tension of the

- metallic fabric, thus also obviating the ne-
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_cessity of providing a special means for se-

curing the storage receptacle in place.

In the present improvement the end
frames carrying the storage receptacle com-
prise transverse members and supporting
members or legs adapted to rest upon the
floor, so that the storage receptacle is wholly

supported by and suspended betiveen the end

frames, which are not of rudimentary form,
and the present construction is therefore an

important improvement in several respects.

upon that shown and described in my con-

temparaneously pending allowed applica-

tion, Serial No. 465,631, filed December 2,
1908. . : :

In the drawings accompanying and form-
ing part of this specification, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of one form of this im-
proved conch bed, comprising a pair of tele-

scoping sections with a part of the fabric -

and the sectional or folding mattress re-
moved ; Fig. 2 is a transverse view, with the
storage receptacle shown in section, of this

form of couch bed open; Fig. 8 is a trans-’

verse sectional view of that section of the

" couch bed carrying the storage receptacle;”

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the spring mattress
of the shiftable section; and Fig. 5 is a de-

tail sectional view illustrating the manner -

of connecting one part of the spring mat-
tress of the shiftable section. -
Similar characters of reference indicate

corresponding parts threughout the figures:

of the drawings. ‘ S
In the present improvement the couch®is
shown comprising” a pair of sections, one
comprising a main or stationary section 2
having a pair of end frames 8 and 4, each

comprising a transverse member 5 shown '
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herein as horizontal, having legs or supports _
6, these transverse members having attached .

theréto and stretched therebetween a spring
mattress or metallic fabric 7. For connect-

ing the end frames together so as to prevent

the spring maitress from drawing them
toward each other suitable side bars- 8 are
provided. The other section, herein- desig-

nated as the shiftable or sliding section 9;

likewise comprises a pair of end -frames 10
and 11, each comprising a transverse mem-
ber 12 shown herein as horizontal, having
legs or supports 13 constructed to rest upon
the floor. ‘Supported by this shiftable sec-
tion, preferably by brackets 14 carried by

.the legs, is a storage receptacle 15 having a

swinging cover 16. = .

The stuffed mattress supporting means in
the present instance comprises a metallic
fabric or spring mattress 17 stretched under
tension between the end frames, one part or
half, as 18, thereof being connected to the
horizontal members 12 while the other half
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or part 19 thereof is connected in the pres-

ent improvement to a pair of angle irons 20

pivotally secured at the inside of the hori-

zontal members 12, for which purpose the
horizontal members 12 have riveted thereto
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brackets 127, see Fig. 5, to which the mem-
bers 20 are plvotﬂly connected at the inner
side of the horizontal angle members 12.

" In my prior application, Serial No. 473 ,812,
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‘of the storage receptacle is connected.

filed January 23, 1909, these angle irons 20
are pivotally secured to the outside of the
horizontal members, in consequence of which
the helical springs would necessarily rest
upon the tops of the horizontal members,
and owing to their diameter the spring mat-
tress could not be entirely level with the
non-swinging part thereof if it was attached
directly to the end frames, and in conse-
quence this part of the mattress had to be
attached to separate angle iron members
which were viveted to the end frames; but
by means of the present improvement it will
be observed that the two parts of the spring
mattress for the shiftable section may be en-
tirely level, while the fixed part thereof may
be connected directly to the members 12
without the necessity of using additional
angle iron members on top thereof. The
outer ends of these pivoted angle iron mem-
bers will rest upon suitable supports 21, car-
ried by the legs, when the same ave down.
The cover 16 is linked to this swinging por-
tion of the mattress by suitable links 22, a
pair thereof being shown, so that on raising
one half of the ‘mattress the cover of the
storage receptacle will also be lifted.

The members 20 forming a part of the
swinging half of the spring mattress are
connected at their outer ends by a drop
formed bar 23 for preventing the same from
being drawn toward each other by the ten-
sion of the fabric, and to this bar the covlel
The

- . storage receptacle being placed upon itssup-
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ports “and the spring fabric attached to the
horizontal members of the end frames, it
will be observed that the tendency of the
tensioned fabric to draw the end frames
toward each other, which is also increased
by the weight of the occupant, is prevented
by the stomgc receptacle, which thus is
utilized to take the place of the side bars
heretofore deemed necessary, thus dispens-
ing with such side bars, the spreading of the
lefrs bem(r prevented by means of tensmn
strlps 24 connected thercto.

When the shiftable section is formed with-
out the swinging half of the spring mattress
it is obvious that the drop formed bar may
be also dispensed with, it being merely nec-
essary then to form the front of the hox so
that 1t can swing up or down.

By the plecent improvement it will there-
fore be observed that I am enabled to pro-
vide a couch bed with a storage receptacle
held in position by the angle iron formation
of the legs and the tension of the fabric,
since no other means is necessary to hold the
box in position against displacement than
the “tension of the fabric, other than smit-
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able supports or brackets located at’ the un-
derside thereof to support the weight of the
box, thus obviating the necessity of fasten-
ing devices for securing the box to the end
frameQ, and as the box is effective to pre-
vent the drawing of the end frames toward
each other T am also able to do away with
the use of side bars heretofore deemed nec-
essary.

When the present improvement is applied
to a couch such as that shown in the draw-
ing the two sections may be linked together
by means of links 30 connected with a swing-
ine bar 31, by means of which the chiftable
section may be opened and closed, and this
swinging bar may carry a sectional mattress
which will be also opened and closed simul-
taneously with the swirging of the bar.

I clain as my invention:

1. A couch bed comprising a pair of end
frames consisting of transverse members and
legs adapted to rest upon the floor, a storage
receptacle supported wholly by said end
frames and itself forming the means for
maintaining the end frames spaced apart,
and yielding mattress supporting means car-
ried by said end frames above (ho storage
recephcle

A couch bed comprising a pair of end
frames consisting of transverse members and
legs adapted to rest upon the floor, a storage
1eceptacle supported wholly by said end
frames and itself forming the means for pre-
venting movement of the end frames rela-

tively to each other, and a spring mattress.
stretched under tension and connected to,

said end frames and effective to hold the
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storage receptftcle n plflce between the end .

frfxmes

3. A couch bed section comprising a pair
of end frames each consisting of a transverse
member and a pair of angle Sron formed legs
adapted to rest upon the floor, a storage re-
ceptacle supported wholly by the al)ole iron
legs with the corners of the 1eceptacle over-

lapped by said legs and itself forming the

means for preventing the end frames From
being drawn together by the tension of the
fabrlc, a spring mattress stretched under
tension and connected to said end frames
and effective to draw the end frames toward
each other and so hold the storage receptacle
in place between the end frames, and means
for preventing the que‘ldlna ot the end
frames

4. A couch bed comiprising a pair of end
frames comprising transversely extending
members and legs adapted to rest upon the
floor, a storage reoept‘mcle supported wholly
by said end Frames and itself forming the
means for preventing movement of the end
frames relatively to each other, and a spring
mattress stretched under tension and con-
nected to said end frames and cffective to
hold the storage receptacle in place between

105

116

12¢

T30



986,406

the end frames, said mattress being formed
as a two-part fabric, one part liftable rela-
tively to and above the other and also above
the fransversely extending members of the
end frames, said liftable part being pivotally
connected to the end frames at the inside
il;herleof whereby the mattress may be entirely
level.

5. A couch bed section comprising a pair

- of end frames consisting of transverse mem-

bers and legs adapted to rest upon the fioor,
a storage receptacle supported wholly by
said end frames and itself forming the means
for preventing movement of the end frames
relatively to each other, a spring mattress
stretched under tension and connected to
said end frames and effective to hold the
storage receptacle in place between the end
framhes, said mattress being formed as a two-
part fabric, one part liftable relatively to
and above the other, said liftable part being
pivotally connected to the end frames at the

. inside thereof whereby the mattress may be
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entirely level, a bar connecting the ends of
the liftable fabric, a cover hinged to said
storage receptacle, and a link or links con-
necting said cover with said bar.

6. A couch section comprising a pair of
end frames consisting of transverse members
and legs adapted to rest upon the floor, a
wetallic fabric stretched undertension there-
between, a part thereof liftable relatively
to and above another part thereof and also
above such end frames and having members
at its ends pivotally connected to the inside
of the end frames of the section whereby
the fabric mayv be entirely level.

7. A couch bed comprising a pair of tele-
scoping bed sections, one shiftable relatively
to the other, the shiftable section comprising
a pair of end frames consisting of transverse
members and legs adapted to rest upon the
floor, a storage receptacle supported wholly
by said end frames and itself forming the
means for maintaining the end frames spaced
apart, and a spring mattress stretched un-
der tension and connected to said end frames
for maintaining the storage receptacle in
position. :

8. A couch bed comprising a pair of tele-
scoping bed sections, one shiftable relatively
to the other, the shiftable section compris-
Ing a pair of end frames consisting of trans-
verse members and legs adapted to rest upon
the floor. a storage receptacle supported

‘wholly by said end frames and itself form-

ing the means for maintaining the end
frames spaced apart, and a spring mattress
stretched under tension and connected to
said end frames for maintaining the storage
receptacle in position, said mattress hav-
ing a part thereof liftable relatively to and
above -another part thereof and also above
the end frames, said liftable part being piv-
otally connected at the inside of the end

=

frames whereby the mattress may be en-
tirely level.

9. A couch bed comprising a pair of tele-
scoping bed sections, one shiftable relatively
to the other, the shiftable section compris-
ing a pair of end frames consisting of trans-
verse members and legs adapted to rest upon
the floor, a storage receptacle supported
wholly by said end frames and itself form-
ing the means for maintaining the end
frames spaced apart, a spring mattress
stretched under tension and connected to
said end frames for maintaining the-stor-
age receptacle in position, said mattress hav-
ing a part thereof liftable relatively to and
above another part thereof and also above
the end frames and said liftable part being
pivotally connected at the inside of the end
frames whereby the mattress may be en-
tirely level, a swinging cover for said stor-
age receptacle, a bar extending lengthwise
of the swinging mattress part, a link or
links connecting, said cover with said bar
whereby the swinging part of the mattress
and cover may be simultaneously lifted, and
means for preventing the spreading of the
end frames.

10. A couch bed comprising a pair of tele-
scoping bed sections, one shiftable relatively
to the other, the shiftable section compris-
ing a pair of end frames consisting of trans-
verse members and legs adapted to rest upon
the floor, a storage receptacle supported
wholly by said end frames and itself form-
ing the means for maintaining the end
frames spaced apart, a spring mattress
stretched under tension and connected to said
end frames for maintaining the storage re-
ceptacle in position, said mattress having
a part thereof liftable relatively to and
above another part thereof and said liftable
part being pivotally connected at the inside
of the end frames whereby the mattress may
be entirely level. a swinging cover for said

storage receptacle, a bar extending length-

wise of the swinging mattress part, a link
or links connecting said cover with said bar
whereby the swinging part of the mattress
and cover may be simultaneously lifted,
means for preventing the spreading of the
end frames, and means for shifting the shift-
able section to form a couch or a double bed
and adapted to carry a sectional mattress
which may be opened or closed simultane-
ously with the shifting of the shiftable sec-
tion. -

11. A couch section comprising a pair of
end frames consisting of transverse mem-
bers and legs adapted to rest upon the floor;
a yielding mattress supporting means sup-
ported by the end frames, a part liftable
relatively to and above another part there-
of and also above the end frames and hav-
ing a lengthwise extending bar connecting
the ends of said liftable part, a storage re-
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ceptacle carried by said section and having
a shiftable cover, and a link or links carried
by said cover and bar whereby on the swing-
ing of the liftable part of the mattress tie
cover will be simultaneously shifted.

19. A couch bed comprising a pair of end
frames consisting of supports and horizontal
members, and a two-part suspensively sup-
ported metallicnfabric supported by the end

frames, one a fixed part connected directly
to said Thorizontal members

by helical

986,408

springs and the other a liftable part pivot-
ally secured to said horizontal members for
swinging movement above the fixed part of
said fabric.

Signed at 1822 Park Row Building, New
York, N. Y., this 30th day of December,
1910.

CHARLES L. PLUNKETT.

Witnesses:

- T. E. Boxcg,

Grorer F. PURCELL.
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