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CANCELING DEVICE. 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 27, 1921. 
Application filed May 15, 1920. Serial No. 381,673. . . . 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN W. SLACK, a citizen of the United States, residing at 

Silver Creek, in the county of Chautauqua 
and State of New York, have invented new and useful Improvements in Canceling De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to a canceling de 

vice for printing mail matter either with 
ruling lines or with a post mark or date, 
One of the objects of this invention is the production of a canceling device of this char 

acter which is more particularly designed 
for marking parcel post packages without 
damaging the same as is the case when em 
ploying an ordinary hand stamp. 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a device which is operated by an easy 
rolling action and which will produce anim 
print on the mail matter without requiring 
undue pressure and tiring the operator. 
This invention has the further object to 

provide a canceling device which will read 
ily adapt itself to any uneven surfaces and 
produce a good impression of the printing 
element thereon. 

Additional objects are to produce these re 
sults by means which are of simple, efficient 
and durable construction and capable of 
being manufactured at low cost. 
In the accompanying drawings: . . 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a canceling 

device embodying my invention, partly 
broken away, and constructed to produce 
both canceling or ruling lines and also a 
post or date mark on the mail matter. Fig. 
2 is a top plan view of the same, partly 
broken away. Fig. 3 is a vertical longi 
tudinal section of the same, online 3-3, Fig. 
2. Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are vertical transverse 
sections taken on the correspondingly num 
bered lines in Fig. 3. Fig. 7 is a face view of the printing wheel having 
ing die and canceling ribs. Fig. 8 is a ver 
tical longitudinal section of a canceling de 
vice designed for producing, canceling or 
ruling lines only on the mail matter. Fig. 
9 is a plan view of the same, partly in 
section. Fig. 10 is a vertical cross section 
taken on line 10-10, Fig. 9. 

a post mark 

Similar characters of reference indicate corresponding parts throughout the several 
WeWS. - 

Referring to Figs. 1-7, 20 represents the 
body of the canceling device which is con. 
structed of metal in the form of a hollow casing or housing 
Open. 
Within this housing is arranged a printing 

Wheel or roller 21 which projects with its lower operative portion below the casing 
and is provided on its periphery with any 

the underside of which is 

suitable printing surface or type such for 
instance as circumferential ribs 22 which produce ruling or canceling lines on the ob 
ject to be marked and a die 23 which carries 
type representing the post office and the date 
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of mailing and which is removably mounted 
on the body of the printing wheel, so that 
the name and date can be changed as de 
sired. This printing wheel is pivotally 
mounted on the casing by an axle or pin 24 passing axially through this wheel and sup 
ported at one end in a plain opening 25 in 
the casing while its opposite end is provided 
With a screw thread 26 which engages a 
threaded opening 27 in the casing. In the 
use of this canceling device, the printing 
wheel is rolled over the surface to be printed, thereby producing an impression on the lat 
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ter. When the printing wheel is organized 
for post marking and dating the mail mat 
ter, it is preferable to limit the rotation 
of the printing wheel so as to produce but 
one impression thereof during each stroke. For accomplishing this purpose the printing 
wheel is provided at one end with a rotatable 
stop 28 having the form of a lug which is 
adapted to engage a fixed stop 29 having the 
form of a screw arranged on the adjacent 
Wall of the casing. By this means the print 
ing wheel is capable of making nearly one 
rotation in either direction by reason of the 
rotatable stop 28 engaging one side or the 
other with the fixed stop 29. 
In order to permit of operating the cancel 

ing device. So that a printing impression is 
produced by a stroke in one direction and 
the printing wheel is automatically returned 
to its initial position upon lifting canceling 
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device, a coil spring 30 is provided which 



10 

g 

is placed around the axle within the print 
ing wheel and connected at One end with the 
axle and at its opposite end with the printing 
wheel. The organization of the parts, is 
preferably such that a printing impression 
is produced by pushing the casing forwardly 
with the printing wheel in contact with the 
mail matter until the rotation of the printing 
wheel is arrested by the stops and then lift 
ing the device, whereupon the printing wheel 
is automatically returned by the spring 30 
which has been wound up during the for 

5 

ward rotation of the printing wheel. 
Any suitable means may be provided for 

inking the impression or type surfaces of 
the printing wheel, but those shown in the 

20 

25 

drawings have been found satisfactory in 
practice and are constructed as follows: 

31 represents an ink supply roller having 
a body of felt or similar absorbent material 
and arranged transversely within the cas 
ing in rear of the printing wheel. This ink 
supply roller is journaled on a pin 32 se 
cured transversely to the Walls of the casing 
and ink is supplied to the same through an 
opening or slot 33 formed in the top of the 
casing below which the Supply roller is ar 
device is in its operative position. 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

ranged and is visible therethrough while the 
Means 

are provided for taking the ink from the 
supply roller, mixing and distributing the 
same and delivering the same to the printing 
surface of the printing wheel. These means 
in their preferred form comprise two de 
livery or transfer rollers 34, 35, which en 
gage with opposite sides of the ink supply 
roller and the printing wheel and are held 
yieldingly in engagement therewith by two 
pairs of links 36 connected with opposite 
ends of the axles 37, 38 on which the de 
livery rollers are mounted, and two springs 
39 connecting the corresponding links at 
opposite ends of the delivery rollers. These 
means of transferring the ink are very 
simple in construction and efficient in opera 
tion and readily adapt themselves to the 
Surfaces with which the same coöperate, 
and the same can also be quickly and con 
veniently assembled and dismembered. 

In order to permit of producing a uni 
form impression of the canceling device 
when running the same over uneven sur 
faces such as parcel postpackages usually 
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present, the handle 40 for operating the 
canceling device is connected at its front end 
with the rear end of the casing or body by 
a swivel joint which permits the casing, 
printing wheel and associated parts to rock 
transversely independently of the handle, 
as the printing wheel travels over an uneven 
surface. The preferred form of joint for 
this purpose consists of a longitudinal 
Socket 41 arranged on the rear part of the 
casing and receiving the reduced front 
shank 42 of the handle, and a screw 43 ar. 

1401,742 

ranged on the side of the socket and en 
gaging with a segmental groove 44 formed 
circumferentially in the periphery of the 
shank 42 so that the same serve the double 
purpose of coupling the handle with the cas 
ing and also as means for permitting a lim 
ited rocking motion of the casing relative 
to the handle. - 
When the mark, to be placed on an article, 

is of a fixed or unchanging character, such 
for instance as the name of a post office, 
canceling lines or the indorsement form for 
bank checks, the construction of the device 
embodying my invention may be organized 
as shown in Figs. 8, 9 and 10. In this modi 
fied construction, the printing wheel or 
roller 45 is provided with printing ribs 46 
which extend all the way around its periph 
ery and no stops are employed, so that con 
tinuous ruling or canceling lines or other 
marks may be printed on a surface. The 
inking mechanism may also be simplified, as 
shown in Figs. 8 and 9, in which case the 
Same comprises an inking roller 47 having 
a felt body engaging the periphery of the 
printing wheel 45, a U-shaped yoke 48 which 
carries the spindle or axle 49 upon which 
the inking rollier 47 is journaled, a shank 50 
extending rearwardly from the yoke into a 
recess 51 formed in the front end of the 
handle, and a Spring 52 Surrounding the 
shank 50 within the recess 51 and bearing at 
One end against the yoke and at its opposite 
end against the bottom of the recess, there 
by holding the inking roller 47 yieldingly in 
engagement with the printing wheel and 
permitting the easy removal of the same 
when required. . 
This canceling device permits of marking 

or canceling mail matter much more rapidly 
than is possible by the use of ordinary hand 
stamps heretofore in use, the same is noise 
less, it does far better work without tiring the operator, it is light in weight and the 
Same does not damage mail such as parcel 
post packages because the canceling device 
is simply rolled over the package instead of 
being struck by a blow from an ordinary 
punch stamp. 
The die 23 is connected by a dovetaillon gitudinally-sliding joint 60 with the periph 

ery of the printing roller and its opposite 
ends engage with two screws 61, 62 on this 
roller, whereby the same is held removably 
in place therein. - , 

I claim as my invention. 
1. A canceling device comprising a body 

provided at its rear end with a longitudinal 
socket, a printing roller mounted on said 
body, a handle journaled at its front end in 
said socket and provided in its periphery 
with a segmental peripheral groove, and a 
Screw secured to said socket and having a 
reduced inner end engaging with said 
groove. 
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1,401,742 3. 

2. A canceling device comprising a cas 
ing, a printing roller journaled in said cas 
ing and means for inking said printing 
roller comprising an ink-supply roller, two 

5 floating ink-delivery rollers engaging with 
said printing and supply rollers on opposite 
sides of the same, and means for holding 

said delivery rollers yieldingly in their op 
erative position, comprising links pivotally 
connected with opposite ends of said de- 10 
livery rollers, and springs connecting the 
corresponding links of said delivery rollers. 

JOHN W. SLACK. 


