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(57) Abstract: In a method of utilizing a wedging mechanism as a
means for holding an output shaft without requiring a large power,
the stress at the contact portion between the parts of the wedged sec-
tion must be prevented from being increased to prevent the fatigue
life of an actuator from being shortened. In this linear actuator for
converting the rotational motion of a rotary drive device into a lin-
ear motion by a rotational motion-to-linear motion conversion
mechanism, a one-way mechanism is assembled in a rotary drive
path on the upstream side of the rotational motion-to-linear motion
conversion mechanism. Since the output shaft is prevented, with
less wedging force, from being driven by an external force, the
stress at the contact portion can be reduced.
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