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(57) Abstract: This imaging device is provided with an
imaging element which has an imaging region for imaging
a subject, a setting unit which sets the imaging condition
of the imaging region, a selection unit which, from the
pixels included in the imaging region, selects pixels for
use in interpolation, and a detection unit which detects the
subject imaged in the imaging region using a signal inter-
polated by means of the signal outputted from the pixels
selected by the selection unit, wherein the selection unit is
such that at least some of the pixels selected on the basis
of the imaging condition set by the setting unit are differ-
ent.
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[0004]

oM =
RAOEM : HEARHEKES LUREREE
X i 3 %
FRPIG. RECREEES L CRIEEBICET 2,
BRIl
EEOHEECE ICRL B RGFMHERETELRERT LB L LRGE

BARONTWS (FEEXE18R) . LALARDS, BIEFGNELZ5E
BTENEThERINCBRT —FEZRAVIHBEICBVWT. BRERHEIRL
R TEMINCERT Y EBAWVWIBEERAKICTEIENATERVEW
DEENDH > =,

FoATHAT SRR

R SCER

Bkl c HAERR2006—-197 19 25K

RO E

AFEEEDOE 1 ORRICL 2IREEBIX. HERLZRERT 2BRGEREET
DIRERT L. AILBREEBOBREFRGEZHRET 2HREME. HEAICAVDS
7O DBERERGRGBESICEENIERL HBIRT 2:BIRE& . AIEEER
EBIC K YUBIRINAZERIOHAINZESICLYEBINAEAESEZRWT
RIS REEE CTREINAREAREZRE T 28 S, 2iRA. AIEERER
&, AIREERERIC L YERE S NABREEHFICI YRIERERT 2EBRO DL
EEHE—BROBEBRN|ERD,

AFEBADE 1 5 DRIRICL DBEEER. B1BEXHTREGREZRET
BDEIICHEINLBI1RGREBE S, AIRE 1 BIEZGEELRDE 2HRESE
HTHERERERT 2L D ICREINLBE2REHEBE &, FIRKE 2 RERHY
EERRDZEIBEBRUTHREAREZRIET 2L D ICHREINLE S REMETE
. EETARGBRT L. AIRE2BREERICEINSER EAITLE 3 BIRY
BILEFNZ2BEREDIBEMNS, FIEE 1 BREEBICEEFNZ2BEROBEIC
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AW ODERZRRT 2:BREPE., AIGCERIICE YRRINERD
LHAINLESICLYBEINLESERVWTRIERS | REBETRES
NEWMERERE T 2EREE, ZHZ 2,

AFEBPDFE 1 6 DERICE ZBEEER. B1BRERMGTREGZRET
BEIICREINALE 1 RFREE, AILHE 1| BEFRGEER DR 2®BES
HTREFREZEBRBET DL DICRESINLB2EREEE. 2HFT 5EBERTF
&, RIS 1 BEMEICEINIBEREAGHE 2HBEBEICZINIERLE
DIBHNH, FIEESE 1 BEBEICESEIN2EROABMICAWVWSLHODER%
FEIRY 5FRE &, AIERRREBICL Y BRI NWCBERNSHDINAESIC
FYREINAESERAVWTHIERS | ZEEE TREINARKEREZRET
DEMEE, ZRA S,

AFEBOB1 7 ORRICLZBREEEIL. REFAZRET 558 1 BEHEE
&, WEKRERE T 2HE2RBREMEEE. REGAZRET 5B 3 BGEMEEIE.
EBTIBGFETE. AIRHE | BREEBORERMEZH 1 BREFEICREL
. BIECER 2 MEMBEOBEREZAEKHE | BRERMG EEL LB 2HRERMHIC
BRE L. AIECEE 3 BRFEHOBESRM %, AIGKH | BEFM RIS 2 &K
KMHEEOELY LRIBHBIBERGEDOENNTIVEIBERMGICHET 5%
EEf &, RUEEH 1 BRMEEHICEENSERE. RSB 2 BEMEEHICEEND
BHRE, AIERBIBBRBEHICZEINDIERSE, OO 5L LEIES 1 REBEE
IK2ENHEROFEEICAVSLODEREZERT 2BRT 5:FREE, Al
EEREICE Y BRINACBERISHAINLESICLYEEINESZE
BAUWTHIERES 1 BEEETRESNCRERZRET 2REEE. 2K S

[E=T
[E=T

(o)

AFEBOH1 8 DEMRICL ZBREEEIL. REFZRET 558 1 BEAEE
&, WEGZRET DR 2BEMEEE. RIEES 1 IREKRE AR S 2 BIRS
e DERREL Y HRIECE 1 BIREE & OEREN RV, REAKRZERETSHHE3I
wRiGREE. 2B 2REFRTE. AIRH 2BREFAEOBREFM ZRIECHE 1
REBREORGRE EIIELIBEFMICRET 2REHE. AIELH 1 BE
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FFICEENSERE. AIRA2RBREFAEICZEINIERE. FIEEH 3 ‘BE
FIHICEENDERE, DI BHN LRSS 1 BEBBICEEIN2BROFEE
ICAWSODEREEIRT 5RRT 2 BRI AIECERIFICE YZERS
NEBERNSHAINALESICIYRBBEINLESERAWVWTRIES 1 RI&S

BTRESNERERRET 2REEE. 2KA 5.

AFEBOH1 9 DERICL ZBREEEIL. REFZEREGT 2BEMREEZE
T RRBERT &, AILBREEBORGRMEZRET 2RENE. MEAICAL
pERE L GERIN, FIRBREEBICEINI2ERINSHANINLES
LY REINEESERAVWTRIRRERE TREINAREFZRET S
WMEERE, ZHA. AIGRRERICLEYREINLBEFMEICE Y., AIEER
THEROVRL EL—MOEBRNERD,

AFEBPDFE2 O DERICE ZBEEER. B1 BRERMGTREGZRET
BEIICREINALE 1 RFREE, AILHE 1| BEFRGEER DR 2®BES
HTREFREZEBRBET DL DICRESINLB2EREEE. 2HFT 5EBERTF
&, RIS 1 BEMEICEINIBEREAGHE 2HBEBEICZINIERLE
DIBHNH, FIEEHE 1| BEBHICESIN2EROABICAWVSLHODERE
LTRBRINAEERINSHAINLESICLYBEINESZ RV THIR
B1REBETREINAWEFZIRET 2REEE. 2R A %,

AFEBOB2 1 DRRICL Z2BREEEIL. REFZERET 2BEGHREEZE
T RRGBRT &, AILBREEBORERMEZRET 2REL . AIEKEREKS
HICEFEFN2ERNLBIRIN. /A XE2BRBT2ODESEHNTS
BEENSHAINEESICELY /4 AMMERRI N ES Z AV CRIZEREY
BTRESINLHERZIRE T 2REEE. 2iRA. RICREBRICE YERE
IN/BERGICEY, AIRBRTZERODL EE—BOERIELD

AFEBPDFE2 2DERICE ZBEEER. B1BRERGTREGZRET
BEIICREINALE 1 RFREE, AILHE 1| BEFRGEER DR 2®BES
HTREREZ/RET DL DICREINALB2IRRMAE &, AIEEHE 2 IREREM
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EERRBDRIBEFMTHERZRIET 2L D ICREINLFE I REMHEEE
. BT RGERT L. IS 2 BREBREICZEINHER IS 3 BIKS
BICEENSBEREDIEHNL, AIEKEHE 1 BEABICEENBRE /1 X
DIEBICAWSHITERY 52 RE &, FIEESE 1 BEEEHICEEINER
DESD/ A XDERBICAVWSLODESEHNT HERE LT, AIEEH2
BREBEICEINIEREFLE I REBVEICZINIERED I BH LR
RENLERNSHAINLEESICELY /A IMBERBRINESERWTEH
B 1 BEBRETREINAWEFZIRE T 2RHEEE. 2R A %,

AFEBPDFE2 3DERICE ZBEEER. B1BRERMGTREGZRET
BEIICREINALE 1 RFREE, AILHE 1| BEFRGEER DR 2®BES
HTREFREZEBRBET DL DICRESINLB2EREEE. 2HFT 5EBERTF
&, BIRH 1 BEEBICEENIERED /1 X2 BET2DICAVWSES
EHANT2EFE LT, #IESH | BEFAEIC2Z INDER & AIEEH 2 RIS
BICEENIEREDDEHLBREINCERNOHAINALESICEYH
BINLESEAVWTRIERS | REBRETRESNAABRERZRE T SR
e, ZRA S,

AFEBOEB2 4 DERICL ZBREEEIL. REGZERET 2BEGEREEZE
T RRGERT &, AILBREEBORGRMZRET 2RENRE. BRULEE
T2HODEREZE L TRRINCERD) SHASINESICLY BRLE
INESERVWTRIREBRERE TRESINAREERZIRE T SRHER &,
A, RIGCRERICLYREINLBEFMICE Y, RIGERT 2EROD
D &b —BOBERNVER D,

AFEBEDFE2 5 DERICE ZWEFREKEIL. REZETFTOREREICS
FNHERNSHAINLESHOAEBICBVDLODESERIRT 28R
&, AIEERREICKL Y BRINESICLY BB INAESZR W TAIEE
BEEH THRESNARERZRET 2KREEE, ZKA. RIGCERERE,
AIESREMBREICRE I NEBRBFMFICL YRIEERT 2EROD R EH—
MOERIELD,
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[0005]

AFEADE2 6 DRBIRICL DBWERREEER. BERTFORBREBEHICES
FNIERNOHEHNDINEESIL /A XEBERT HHODEFTZEIRT S
BIRERE . BUIEEBIRBBICK U BIRINAESICLY /A INMERBINEES
ZRAVWTHIREBRGEE THRESINAREAZRE T 2REERE. ZEX. Al
EEIRERIE. AIRIRBBEIHICEREINLRERGICL YRR EIRT 2EHRD
DI EB—EOBRENER D,

S 1 D & 7 A

[EN]E1 OEROHEICL DDA SOEXKZHTRTHTAY VETH B,
[R2]EBRD/BEFETFOMARTH 5,

[B3&&F v 7DOBERERY & BAEEEZHRBT2HTH 5,
[B41BAMEHICH T 2O ZRFAT R TH D,

[B5]h XS5 DBEFRFICHEINIBEFDEREZEANICRIIETH S,
[H61BBEEHDHREEEZHTT HHTH S,

[H71K 7 (D54 72 —BRICH T2 E 1 EEOERTEEZHIRT 5E
7 DEFERMEELALLZE, M7 (0)IEEERS L CSREROL
AR THD, M7 (D)IEFE20ORFEOHEICEITIFEERS L USRERD
LARTH 2,

[K81E 8 (a) IFEFBENLHAI N AELRESTOUE TV ZHIRT 5. B8 (
b)IEGEXDDERT —4 DREZHAT 2. K8 (c) I ZHERDGERS
DOEFRT—Y =BT 5HTH 5,

[E91E19 (a)IEX 8 (a) h S RBERDDERT —4 ZH#E LK. B9 (b) i
BERDC r DFEEZRAT 2. M9 ()IEFBEHRDC r DEIKRT —4% D
Bzt 2 TH S,

[E10]1E 1 0 (a)ldX 8 (a) 5 BBEMSDEKRT —4 ZHE LK, B10(
b)IZEZEMDC b DB LAY S, K10 (c)IFBEKSC bOEKET—
Y OB ZRAT 2 TH 5,

B
|
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[K14]K1 4 ()it MELED ETHIHEMERT TV L — bEKREZ IR
THHTHY., M14B0)IE. 14 TE2—EESLURREREZHRT ZE
TH b,

[B16]MRIE & & ICmIGRFHZHRE L TRIE T 2WIEDORN 5B T5 70—
Fv—MNTHB,

[E16]1 1 6 (a)~E1 6 (c)ld. WERFOBREEICEITEH1BEB LV
E2WMFDEEZHRT HHTH S,
[H17]EFHI8ICL 2BV AT LDOEREHRT 270y VR TH B,
[E18]E/NAILEERAD T OV S LOHRIEEHIBT2HTH S,

[B19]5E 3 DEREDHREICL DA A S OEREZFIRT 270y VRTH 3,
[B20]% 3 DEREOHEBICE IF2ETOY IV &, EROBREE OFEHERK
ERAMICRLEETH S,

[K21IREEDRIERFOMEE TH %,

[R22]ERALIBICIRD. BT ERT Y EE2EET —F EOMBICDOWT
BRAWICRLAEKTH %,

WTERAMICR LERTH 3,

[B24]BEARHEIEICHED, BIEET Y EH2EIKT —4F EONIEIC
DVWTEAMICRLERTH S,
[M25]BHEFNEEDRBRERGOREICHD. B1EGT —F EF2ERE
T—H EDUBICTDOVWTEANWICKRLEKTH B,

[B26]ZEFABI1 OILL 2B T ERT Y EF2EBET —F EDOMBICDOWT
BEXMICKRLENTH S,

[B271ZERABIN OILL 2B T ERT Y EF2EBET —F EDOMBICDOWT
BEXMICKRLENTH S,

[B28]ERABI1 OILL 2B T ERT Y EF2EET —F EDOMBICDOWT
BEXMICKRLENTH S,
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[0006]

[0007]

[0008]

[0009]

[B29]ZFHBIT1 OICL 2B 1 BT —F EE2EET —F EDUBICDOWT
BRAWICRLAEKTH %,
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AEROHEICEL ZEFUBRELXEEH T I2EFHBO—HELT. TV
FIWAASERNCHITTERAT S, AX51 (K1) & ®ERF3I 2all
BITE2HBRBEOEREICERDIFHTREZT O CENARBICERINS
o EMRAIBERS 313, |mEFEDNELQZBEHICEWTENETNWETDLULIES
T2 CTOEDIBAXAZ 1 DFMICOVWT, HEZSRLUTEHRBT %,
<HASDEREE>

(381 OXEFEDOHE)

1k, E1OEFEOHREICLZHAS 1 OEKZHRTZ 70y VKT
Hd, M1ICBWT, AAFT T, BEAFERS 1 & BEH3I 2 &, B
RLIBER3 3 &, HIEIERS 4 &, RER3 5 &, BEERM 3 6 &, ECERBR3 7
EEBT D,

REAFERI 1, BERLSOHXREBIKIS 28, BEH3 21F
BERTF3I2aBLTHEHM3I 2 b m2ZAH BREXFERI 1ICL > THRHE
INEBREROBRENBERT 5, ®WIKE3 213, BEFEF32allBT5
BEEOEHICBEWTRE UCERGTERELLY., BIERF3 2 allHiT2®E
HOMEFTEICERDIFHTRELEZY T ZIENTE S, BRIFEB3 205
HICOWTIZHBRT 5, BREIER3 2 bid, BIKEF 3 2 alcEEHEHAETD
H2DICHBELRRIETEZENT %, RIEER3 2I1C0T 5 ERSENGEL
EDRFIBRIZ. GBS 4N OEREES 2 bAEFEIND,

BRNIEL 3 31k, ANE3 3 as, BRI 3 b &, EME33cE %
B8, ANEE3 3 allld,. ®mKEE3 21L& > TR INZEHRT — 9 BAD
Ih3, BRI 3 bk, ERANINAEGRT —FICH L TEIREETD
o BLEDOBEMICOWVWTIIBRT 2, EME3 3 clid. LRBADIhLER
T4 ERIABROBEIGRT —F SICEDKBREERT 5, £/ EMER3
Scid. BET—FICHT2EKRLIEEZITO, BRLIEICIE. HIZE. BF
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[0010]

[0011]

[0012]

[0013]

BE, BERRMEMENE, WwmBEFANIE, /1 XERF (Noise reduction)
IR, RT7A MNNS Y RRBIE, HYTHENE, REERAZENE, ¥
ERBENBENEEND, IHIC, ENEI3 3 cld. RNER3 5ICK YRR
I EEREERT D,

FIEER 3 4 1F. BIZIECPUILEL > THRIN, IXS1ILL22EF0E
EREIET 5, BIZIE, FIEER3 4 1%, BIEIH3 2 THEINAKAELRE
BSICETWTHMEDELHEEA TV, BEBRICHELBERTF3I2a0DE
HEEEBE (BARE) . BERA¥RITOKRYE. | SOBRESOEHRE
HaRELTCHREBES 2 bABRT D, T, DAFTTIIREINTWSIE
B—VE—RO, RELAREREROBRICIGLT. BE. AV M3 X
b v —TRAELFAET 2BEBBEEERE L CERNIELE 3 3~ 15
Y5, MEABEROBREICDOWTIEERT 2,

HITEIER 3 4 1CI%. MARHER3 4 a &, BREZ3 4 b &, BRIGHIEEES 4
c&. AFEEER34dENEEND, IhbHid, HIEHES 4 BFAHROF
BREMEAE)IBHINWTWE IOV ILE2ETTEIEICELY, VI D
IT7HICERINED, choZAS I CHICIYBKRL TEEDDW,

MFEMREER3 4 ald. AHMOYAERBRIBETIC&ICLY., REEE3 2
K& > THRBINEEGRI S, A (AYMODEE) . K. EREDEMW (B
DEE) . 1EY). BEzE. BPE. BERSORERY. B, By L E
BREDRR. HONULDOEDONIBHEDFLRED, BEFREZREZRET
b, FREEFI 4 bk, BEEI 2ICL 2 EFEEEE. LD LDICHELE
WEREREZEUCEBOEICIET 5,

BREI3 4 bIFX SIC, BROMBEICH L TREXGEARTET 5. BEX
iz, LEBHEE (BREERE. Y10, | SORE., JL—LL—h
%) & LEREHRLERE HAIE. m7A MNSURREEBANRASA =4,
HYTREA—T. RBEERBNASA—5, BERAEAASA—F9FE) &%
B0, BB, BEREIE. BEHOEBOLTICAUREREEERET D &
Y, BROEBETRELAIBBREGFERET DI EHTETH D,
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[0015]

[0016]

[0017]

[0018]

[0019]

BRI 3 4 cld. RT3 4 b Ik > THEEZ EICHREI NABRES
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THEW, Fh, HEEETEROBNEL > TVWTE LU,

HE (A—bT4—HR: AF) EMFHET 2, AFRER34dIE. &
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FRNER3 5 Id. EHRMIEER 3 3 IC L > TEMI NABERPEFRUIEI N
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513, BEXZa—BEEY. BRERHEZRET 2LODOREEAFORTD

N

|

Do

BEEMI 6. L) —ZARIURAZ1—RY VEDTE 2 DRIEERMIC
Lo TEBREIND, BIFEM3 613, BRFICHIST 2R FESZHITEE 3
4 EHT S, BIFEM 3 611, RREF3 5 DRFEICKRIT OSNY v F
BRI EIEND,

ECERER S 7 1k, HEERS 4 B L DIERICIELC T, AEROAE) AH— KR
ETEBRINSEHERICERT — SR EEZRRT 5, T, LHEI3 71
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3. |:| Claims Nos.:
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1-14, 19 and 25
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Document 2: WO 2008/156049 A1 (Nikon Corp.), 24 December 2008
(24.12.2008), paragraphs [0034], [0038], [0040], [0055], [0058]; fig.
1 to 4, 10 to 13

Claims are classified into the following five inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-14, 19 and 25

Claims 1 to 14 have a special technical feature, namely "an image
capturing device provided with: an image capturing element having an
image capturing region which captures an image of a subject; a setting
unit which sets image capturing conditions for the image capturing region;
a selecting unit which selects, from among pixels included in the image
capturing region, pixels to be used for interpolation; and a detecting
unit which detects the subject captured by the image capturing region,
using a signal interpolated using signals output from the pixels selected
by the selecting unit; wherein at least some of the pixels selected by
the selecting unit differ depending on the image capturing conditions
set by the setting unit", and are therefore classified into Invention
1.

The invention of claim 19 is different from the invention of claim
1 classified into Invention 1 in only expressions, and is therefore
classified into Invention 1.

The invention of claim 25 is classified into Invention 1, since said
invention is different from the invention of claim 1 classified into
Invention 1 in “design change in association with specific application
of a technique’”, and it can be easily determined that such a difference
does not exhibit any advantageous effect compared with prior art.

(Invention 2) claims 15-18 and 20

Claims 15 to 18 and 20 have a technical feature common with claim
1 classified into Invention 1, namely "an image capturing device provided
with: an image capturing element having an image capturing region which
captures an image of a subject using set image capturing conditions;
a selecting unit which selects, from among pixels included in the image
capturing region, pixels to be used for interpolation; and a detecting
unit which detects the subject captured by the image capturing region,
using a signal interpolated using signals output from the pixels selected
by the selecting unit".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 2 (particularly, see paragraphs [0040], [0055] and so
on) .

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 15-18, 20 and claim 1.

Further, claims 15-18, 20 are not dependent on claim 1.

Further, claims 15-18, 20 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1.

Consequently, claims 15-18, 20 cannot be classified into Invention
1.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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Then claims 15 to 18 and 20 have a special technical feature, namely
"an image capturing device provided with: an image capturing element
having an image capturing region including a first image capturing region
and a second image capturing region set in such a way as to capture an
image of a subject using mutually different image capturing conditions;
and a detecting unit which selects, from among pixels included in the
image capturing region, pixels to be used for interpolation of pixels
included in the first image capturing region, and detects the subject
captured by the first image capturing region, using a signal interpolated
using signals output from the selected pixels"™, and are therefore
classified into Invention 2.

(Invention 3) claims 21 and 26

Claims 21 and 26 have a technical feature commonwith claiml classified
into Invention 1 and claims 15 to 18 and 20 classified into Invention
2, namely "an image capturing device provided with: an image capturing
element having an image capturing region which captures an image of a
subject using set image capturing conditions; and a detecting unit which
detects the subject captured by the image capturing region, using signals
output from pixels selected from among pixels included in the image
capturing region".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the document 2 (particularly, see paragraphs [0040], [0055] and so
on) .

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 21, 26 and claim 1 or claims 15-18, 20.

Further, claims 21, 26 are not dependent on either claim 1 or claims
15-18, 20.

In addition, claims 21, 26 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1 or 2.

Consequently, claims 21, 26 cannot be classified into either Invention
1 or 2.

Then claims 21 and 26 have a special technical feature, namely "a
device providedwith: an image capturing element having an image capturing
region which captures an image of a subject using set image capturing
conditions; and a detecting unit which selects, from pixels included
in the image capturing region, signals for reducing noise, and detects
the subject captured by the image capturing region, using a signal in
whichnoisehasbeenreducedusingsignalsoutput fromthe selectedpixels",
and are therefore classified into Invention 3.

(Invention 4) claims 22-23

Claims 22 and 23 have a technical feature commonwith claiml classified
into Invention 1, claims 15 to 18 and 20 classified into Invention 2,
andclaims 21 and26classifiedinto Invention 3, namely "an image capturing
device providedwith: an image capturing element having an image capturing
region which captures an image of a subject using set image capturing
conditions; and a detecting unit which detects the subject captured by
the image capturing region, using signals output from pixels selected
from among pixels included in the image capturing region".

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the document 2 (particularly, see paragraphs [0040], [0055] and so
on) .

Further, claims 22 and 23 have a technical feature common with claims
21 and 26 classified into Invention 3, namely "an image capturing device
providedwith: an image capturing element having an image capturing region
which captures an image of a subject using set image capturing conditions;
and a detecting unit which selects, from pixels included in the image
capturing region, signals for reducing noise, and detects the subject
captured by the image capturing region, using a signal in which noise
has been reduced using the selected signals".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature isawell-known
art, and does not make a contribution over the prior art.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 22-23 and claim 1, claims 15-18, 20 or claims
21, 26.

Further, claims 22-23 are not dependent on any one of claim 1, claims
15-18, 20 and claims 21, 26.

In addition, claims 22-23 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1, 2 or 3.

Consequently, claims 22-23 cannot be classified into any one of
Inventions 1, 2 and 3.

Then claims 22 and 23 have a special technical feature, namely "an
image capturing device provided with: an image capturing element having
an image capturing region including a first image capturing region set
in such away as to capture an image of a subject using first image capturing
conditions, and a second image capturing region set in such a way as
to capture an image of the subject using second image capturing conditions
that are different from the first image capturing conditions; and a
detecting unit which selects, from among pixels included in the image
capturing region, pixels to be used for reducing noise in the pixels
included in the first image capturing region, and detects the subject
captured by the first image capturing region, using a signal generated
using signals output from the selected pixels"™, and are therefore
classified into Invention 4.

(Invention 5) claim 24

Claim 24 has a technical feature common with claim 1 classified into
Invention 1, claims 15 to 18 and 20 classified into Invention 2, claims
21 and 26 classified into Invention 3, and claims 22 and 23 classified
into Invention 4, namely "an image capturing device provided with: an
image capturing element having an image capturing region which captures
an image of a subject using set image capturing conditions; and a detecting
unit which detects the subject captured by the image capturing region,
using signals output from pixels selected from among pixels included
in the image capturing region".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the document 2 (particularly, see paragraphs [0040], [0055] and so
on) .
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Further, claim 24 has a technical feature commonwithclaiml classified
into Invention 1, namely "an image capturing device provided with: an
image capturing element having an image capturing region which captures
an image of a subject; asettingunit which sets image capturing conditions
for the image capturing region; and a detecting unit which detects the
subject captured by the image capturing region, using signals output
from selected pixels; wherein at least some of the selected pixels differ
depending on the image capturing conditions set by the setting unit".

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the document 2 (particularly, see paragraphs [0040], [0055] and so
on) .

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claim 24 and claim 1, claims 15-18, 20, claims 21, 26
or claims 22-23.

Further, claim 24 is not dependent on any one of claim 1, claims 15-18,
20, claims 21, 26 and claims 22-23.

In addition, claim 24 has no relationship such that said claim 24
is substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1, 2, 3 or 4.

Consequently, claim 24 cannot be classified into any one of Inventions
1, 2, 3 and 4.

Thenclaim24hasaspecial technical feature, namely "an image capturing
device providedwith: an image capturing element having an image capturing
region which captures an image of a subject; a setting unit which sets
image capturing conditions for the image capturing region; and a detecting
unit which detects the subject captured by the image capturing region,
using a signal that has been subjected to image processing using signals
output from pixels selected as pixels to be used for image processing;
wherein at least some of the selected pixels differ depending on the
image capturing conditions set by the setting unit", and is therefore
classified into Invention 5.
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