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This invention relates to improvements in fur 
niture, and more particularly chairs of the fold 
ing type. It has among its objects to provide a 
folding chair that is comfortable and adjustable 
to various positions selected. A further object 
is to have it compact when folded and sturdy when 
in open position. Another object is to have it 
designed to fold neatly, speedily and safely and 
without complicated movements in the process 
of doing so. Still another object is to have the 
legs, back and Seat fold into a relatively flat 
unit, and when so folded capable of being used 
as a raft, table or other Suitable article of furni 
ture developed from its folded structure. 
Other objects will become apparent as the in 

vention is more fully set forth. 
In the conventional forms of folding chairs, 

While adaptable for many uses and convenient 
for the purposes which they are employed for, 
have Several features which detract from their 
utility. 
In the first place, their movements during 

folding and unfolding, are Somewhat unwieldy 
and tend to make the process uncertain or in 
jurious. 

In this invention the structure is relatively sin 
ple; is easy to fold, and is adjustable to suit the 
wishes of the user. 

In addition the device can be folded flat on 
both sides and thereby form a compact and 
Smoothly packable chair that Will take up a 
minimum amount of room while eliminating pro 
jecting parts. 
In the drawing which illustrates a form of 

this invention by Way of example 
Figure 1 is plan view of a chair, embodying this 

invention, in open position, 
Figure 2 is a side elevation of the invention 

shown in Figure.1 
Figure 3 is a rear view or elevation of Figure 1, 

and 
Figure 4 is a side view showing the chair 

collapsed or storing position, and 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary elevational view of 

the back and rear support showing the slots for 
engaging the adjusting members, 

Similar reference characters refer to Similar 
parts throughout the drawing. 

In the drawing, a chair suitable for porch, 
beach or shipboard use is indicated. Its back 
or rest , is preferably flat and of the form shown, 
With a slot (), capable of taking a back support 
ing leg or rear support 4, when swung on its hinge 
5 into closed position in the upper portion of 
the back. - . 
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The lower portion of the back or rest?, has a 
seat 2 preferably flat hinged to it at 22 on the 
front or face of same. This hinge 22 permits the 
seat to swing up or down and lies flat on the sur 
face of the rest . 
The foot piece 3 preferably flat is likewise 

hinged at 33 to the front portion of the seat 
and serves to support the Seats at the front, in a 
number of adjusted positions. This arrangement 
permits the parts to close up flat in two plies as 
indicated in Figure'4. 
In order to control the movement of the leg 

6 and front piece 3, after being adjusted to their 
desired positions, the flexible member 6, is em 
ployed. This member 6 engages in slots 9 pro 
vided in the sides of the rear supporting leg 4; 
and slots. 8 in the rest, as well as hooks or screw 
eyes | f in the foot rest 3. The members have 
portions 9, formed thereon to catch or lock in 
the slots and cause the leg, rest and foot piece 
to tighten in Same, at any tendency causing same 
to slip. The portions 9 are removed from the 
slotS When the chair is to be folded and allow the 
parts to be moved to closed position. Toes 2, 
are provided on the foot piece to make the chair 
rest evenly on uneven ground and to prevent 
Slipping. 
When the chair is folded up, the seat 2 and 

foot piece 3, swing to the front of the chair back 
and lie fiat on Same, While the leg 4, Swings on its 
hinge 5 and enters flush in the slot 10, out of the 
way. The chair is folded flat on both sides. The 
rear With leg 4, flush within the back make a 
flat Surface. This flat surface increases the utility . 
of the device by enabling it to be used as a table, 
an ironing board, a raft and many other things 
Valuable on ship board or for domestic purposes. 

It may be packed With Stability for storing 
purposes. The material used is preferably of 
leSS Specific gravity than water, so it can float 
and be easy to carry or manipulate. If metal 
is used, the structure would preferably be hol 
low construction, to obtain the lightness desired. 
The process of folding the chair is simple and 
uncomplicated, as its Seat and foot piece swing 
On their hinges easily to the front surface of 
the chair back and lie flat, while the leg moves 
fiush into the back and the rear portion of the 
back , is flat also. There are no movements 
tending to tie the structure into an ungainly 
form, which so often results in conventional 
folding chairs. 
While but One form of the invention is indi 

cated in the drawing, it is not desired to limit 
this application for patent to this particular 
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form, or in any other way, otherwise than im 
ited by the scope of the application, as it is 
appreciated that other forms and constructions 
could be used that would employ the Same prin 
ciples and come within the scope of the ap 
pended claim. 
Having thus described the invention. What is 

claimed is: 
A foldable non-arm chair for ground setting 

comprising a flat back having parallel sides and 
an upper end portion having a Semi-circular 
contour leading into the peripheral lines of the 
sides, said sides being tangent to Said contour, 
said back having a lower end portion bordered 
by a transverse line at right angles to the Sides, 
the sides being slotted from the edges thereof 
inwardly and the rear surface of the back be 
ing recessed with a relatively large rectangular 
longitudinal depression extending parallel to the 
sides for the greater proportion of its length, 
a rectangular flat supporting leg relatively broad 
and hinged adjacently to the upper portion of 
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the depression and adapted to swing into and fit . 
the same in closed position. Or to Open and ex 
tend from the said back angularly downwardly 
to make with the back an inverted Y-like form, 
said leg being slotted like the said back, a flat 
seat member hinged to the back near the bottom 
thereof and arranged to assume an approximate 
horizontal position for a perSon to sit on, Said 
seat having a rectangular form with two of its 
corners bevelled off to reduce the width at the 
line of hinging the same to the width of the back, 
and a fiat foot piece hinged acroSS the front of 
the seat and adapted to rest angularly on the 
ground and tilt the Seat coordinately, and 
lengths of flexible rope-like material each hav 
ing an end fastened to the foot piece and Spaced 
stop members along Same, portions of Said 
lengths between adjacent stops fitting into the 
slots. On the back and legs Securely holding the 
said legs, back and footpiece together in a chair 
like position Substantially as described. 

MARMAEDUKE. T. STURGEON. 

  


