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2 Claims. (C1. 40-7) 
cans being closely mounted one over the other. This invention relates to a can-opener holder 

quickly insertable in the depression of a can 
COver and Serving as a label-carrying member 
identifying the product the can contains and the 
name of the individual or concern who packed 
the goods. 
One application which, in an illustrative man 

ner, discloses the general characteristics of my 
invention and perhaps best exemplifies its adapte 
ability for use in a wide variety of commercially 
prepared and canned products, is found in the well 
known Sardine can; and it is in connection with 
this particular line of prepared food products that 
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I shall, in this present application illustrate and 
describe my invention. 

It is common practice in canning sardines to 
lithograph the label on the metal cover of the 
can or container in which the food fish are to be 
marketed. 
When employing a certain type of can a key, 

or can-opener device is used to strip the cover 
from the can body to gain access to the Contents. 
These openers are sometimes enclosed in a 

paper Wrapper bound in some Way to the can, or 
left loosely in the shipping container and delivered 
by the market man to the customer as each can 
of Sardines is sold. 

In other instances the whole can is enclosed in 
a carton with the latter labelled, instead of the 
can itself. In this case the opener is supposed 
to be placed in the carton, along with the can. 

In the present invention I have sought to sim 
plify and cheapen the cost of labelling the goods, 
as Well also as to provide a very handy and con 
venient method of housing the little tool used to 
Open the can, 
The member which accomplishes these objects 

is a piece of stiff card-board, contoured to closely 
fit the upstanding walls of the depression in the 
can cover, the fit being such as to frictionally 
bind the card in the cover space. 

In addition to this partially shear through 
the card two ears which, when slightly raised 
provide a space within which the opening tool 
for the can is inserted and held in position on the 
Card. 
The card is imprinted with the proper indicia, 

and when the parts are assembled and displayed 
On the dealer's counter creates a Sales appeal to 
the customer lacking in any other method of ex 
hibiting the product. 
A feature of more than ordinary importance 

resides in the ability to closely stack the cans. 
when deposited in the shipping container, the 
can-opening tool in no way interfering with the 

The character of my invention may best be un 
derstood by reference to the description found in 
the following specification when taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, in which 
similar reference characters are employed to 
identify like parts in all the different views thereo 
of. 
In the drawing 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a sardine can 

showing one application of my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the tool-holding 

Card on which a label may be imprinted; 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of the same, showing the 

tool for opening the can; , 
Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 3-4, Fig. ; 
Figs. 5 and 6 show alternative means for holds 

ing the can-opening tool, and 
Fig. is a section taken on line - Fig. 6. 
Referring to the drawing, 8 is a sardine can of 

conventional design, and a the flap which serves 
to open the can when inserted in the slot in the 
can-opening tool O and the latter rotated. The 
flap is integral with the cover 2. 

Rising from all sides of the cover 2 is a vertical 
Wall or flange 22 forming a depression D in the 
top of the cover. In this depression mount 
the card 3, the edges of which are frictionally 
secured by being in strong engagement with the 
flanges 2a on all sides. 
The label L is imprinted on the card and re 

places the label ordinarily photo-lithographed on 
the metal cover 2. 

Partially sheared through the card 3 are two 
ears 3a, and under these ears, when lifted, the 
can opener O is inserted, the handle H of the 
opener lying flat on the card and below the plane 
in which lies the top of the flanged portions 2g 
of the cover. 
Thus the cans can be closely stacked in ship 

ping in cartons with no space wasted. The openet' 
is always available for opening the can, and the 
means required for securing it to the card is SO 
simple that very little additional cost in providing 
it is involved. 
In Figs. 1, 2 and 3 the sheared portion is cut to 

make the two ears 3d. On a Substantially ogee line. 
This provides an overlapping effect calculated to 
better secure the can-opener when positioned lon. 
gitudinally of the card. This particular shape 
of sheared line is not absolutely essential as a 
straight, diagonal cut, such as shown in Fig. 5, 
may serve the same purpose as the ogee line. 

Furthermore, a construction as disclosed in Fig. 
6 and Fig. 7, in which a loop 3c is employed for 
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the can-opener securing means, would suffice, but 
in this latter design the portion 3c. should be 
pressed outwardly with a die, so that no defor 
mation in the card, when the tool is inserted un 
der the loop, will take place. 
The advantage accruing from the use of my in 

vention in marketing commercially packed or 
canned food fish and other products, in which 
the can-opening implement is used, may be sum 
marized as follows: low cost of printing and at 
taching the labels; convenient method of secur 
ing the key, or can-opening tool; unobstructive 
ness of the keys in stacking the cans; and the gen 
erally favorable appearance of the container when 
exhibited on the counter of the market-man. 
What I claim is: 
1. The combination, with a can cover having 

a depression therein defined by a flat bottom por 
tion surrounded by wall portions rising at right 
angles thereto, of a card, having indicia imprint 
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ed thereon constituting a label, disposed in said 
depression, said card being of such size and so 
positioned in the depression that its edges fric 
tionally engage the said wall portions, and two 
ears partially sheared from said card adapted to . 
be forced outwardly to embrace and hold an ob 
ject disposed on said card. 

2. The combination, with a container COver 
having a depression therein, said depression being 
defined by a flat bottom portion surrounded by 10 
wall portions rising at right angles thereto, of a 
card, having indicia imprinted thereon, disposed 
in said depression, said card closely fitting the 
walls of said depression and frictionally held 
therein by the engagement of its edges with said lis 
walls, and a transversely sheared portion of said 
card having a diagonal, symmetrically made slit 
dividing said portion into two ears adapted to be 
forced outwardly for tool-embracing and holding 
purposes. r 
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