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To all whom it may concern: »
Be it known that I, Ouver E. LEWIS, a cmzen of

_ the United States, resldmg at Ulysses, in the county

10

15

20

25

30

35.

40

45

of Butler and State of Nebraska, have invented a new.

and useful ere-Cla.mp, of which the followmg is 2
specification.

‘This invention relates to clamps or couplmgs for
uniting electric conductors, and has for its object to
provide means for connecting the local wire-of a tele-
phone, telegraph or other electncal mstrument w1th
the main line wire.

A further object of the invention is to prov1de a
clamp’ having a plurality of spaced. arms or lugs dis-

posed in staggered relation and adapted to receive the
local and main line wires for clamping the same in elec-
trical contact with each other.

A further object of the invention is to pr0v1de a clamp
capable of being readily attached to or detached from

_the main line and having its central portion bowed

outwardly and its opposite ends deffected laterally

thereby to firmly grip the wires and effectually lock

the same against accidental dlsplacement
A still further object of the invention is to generally
improve this class of devices g0 as to increage their util-

ity, durability and efficiency as well as'to reduce the’

cost.of manufacture.

With these and other ob]ects in view the invention
consists in the construction and novel combination and
arrangement of parts hereinafter fully deseribed, and
illustrated in the accompanymg drawings, it bemg
understood that various changes in form, proportions

- and minor details of construction may be resorted to

within the scope of the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of thls '

specification; Figure 1 is a side elevation of a clamp or
coupling constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion showing the same in position on a line wire. Fig.
2 is a top plan view of the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical
sectional view taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1. and Fig.
4 is a perspective view of the clamp or. coupling de-
tached.

Similar numerals of reference 1nd1cate correspond-
ing parts in all of the figures of the drawings.

The improved coupling is principally designed for
connecting the local wire leading from a telephone,
telegraph or other electrical instrument at a. sub-

scriber’s station to the main line wire, and by may of -

illustration is shown in -position on the line wire 5 and
clamping the local wire 6.

"The clamp is preferably stamped or otherwise

-formed of a single piece of copper or other suitable

material and. consists of a body portion 7 having its
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central portion bowed outwardly and its oppostte‘

ends deflected upwardly, as shown.
The bowed portum 8 of the clamp is pr0v1ded w1th

_an over-hanging wire retaining ear or lug 9 the free end
~of which is spaced from the adjacent wall of the body

portion to form a ‘seat 10 for the reception of the wires
5 and 6, while the opposite ends of said body portion
are provided with similar ears or lugs 11 disposed in

staggered relation to the central ear 9 and forming seats - -

12 adapted to receive and grip the wires on each side

.of the central ear or lug:

The ‘metal forming the body portion is extended
vertically-at the ears 11 to produce terminal projec-
tions 13 which serve to guide the main and local wires
to their seats when posmomng the clamp on the line
wire.

By having the wire engagmg lugs disposed in stag-
gered relation the latter will exert a clamping action
on the wires at the seats 10 and 12 while by reason of the
central bowed. portion 8 the wire will be deflected lat-
erally into engagement with the lugs 11 thus serving
to lOCk the clamp against both lateral and longitudinal
movement.

In using the device the local wire 6 is arranged par-

allel 'with the line wire 5 and the clamp placed in posi- -

tion on the latter with the wire engaging the central

‘seat 10 and one of the terminal seats 12 after which the

free end of the clamp is forced downwardly and the
wire passed over the adjacent retaining lug 11 into the
contiguous seat 12 thus 10ck1ng the line-wire in elec-

trical contact with the local wire at each of the w1re-k

receiving seats.

It will here be observed that the greater the tension
on the line wire the greater will be the clamping ac-
tion exerted on the conductors thereby msurmg 2
good electric contact between the same.

It will also be ob_served that the smaller or local wire
bears against the base of the wire receiving seats while

the line wire engages the side walls thereof thus serv-

ing to house the local wire and lock the same in engage-
ment with the clamp. :

In order to disconnect the device it is merely neces-
sary to lift the line wire out of engagement with one of
the terminal seats when the clamp may be readily de-
tached and the wires disconnected. )

The clamps may be made in various sizes and shapes
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and l)(\ir:ig stamped or otherwise formed froin & single
piece of metal, may be manufuctured and sold at'a
mmpamtlvdy small cost, ..

is;

1..A; clnmp comm-lsing a phite‘ p‘rovldcd with términal
and _intermediate lugs disposed in staggered relation and

.dvlmmg wire-receiving . seats, and proiectlons extending [ -

laterally from the plate at the termlnal lugs to asslst in

10 guldln*' the wire to its seats -

A clamp formed of a single plece ot metal havlng an

luln_nwdlate portion thereof })owegl laterally and provided

Having thus descnbod the mvontxon whe.t ia elalmed:

862,082

w!th an ovm'-hanglng lug deﬂping a wlre recelvlng seat and
Its opposite ends deflected ‘taterally and provided with simi-’

lar lugs forming com'espondlng wire - receiving seats, said

Intermediate and’ termlna] lugu belng dlsposed in staggeredv

relation,

In testimony thnt I clatm’ the foregoing as my own, I
have hereto amxed my signnture in the presence of two
wlmesses .

2 e OLIVER B. LAWIS.

‘Witnesges: . - -
E. HoME TALBERT,
8. N. ACKER.



