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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Harey S. Prox, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Fort Smith, in the county of Sebastian and
State of Arkansas, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Drafting
Instruments, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
drafting instruments, and more particularly
to a device adapted for use in seribing par-
allel lines. _

The object of the invention is to provide
a device of the character described in which
the scribing members may be operated simul-
taneously or independently to secure the
desired distance therebetween, and conse-
quently, the distance between the lines which
it is proposed to draw; to provide a device
which when once set will maintain the initial
distance of the marking points without any
likelihood of becoming altered during ordi-
nary usage, and to provide a device which is
extremely simple in operation and construc-
tion and economical to manufacture.

To the accomplishment of the recited ob-
jects and others codrdinate therewith, the
preferred embodiment of my invention re-
sides In that construction and arrangement
shown in the accompanying drawings, here-
inafter described and embraced within the
scope of the appended claims.

Broadly, my invention comprises a sta-
tionary leg and a pair of movable legs, each
leg having a suitable marking device at its
lower extremity, and all the legs at their
upper extremities being connected to a com-
mon head which in turn carries a handle for
the purpose of facilitating manipulation of
the entire device; in combination with a
screw threaded bar disposed transversely
of the legs and connected to pivotal sockets
in the movable legs, whereby the latter may
be simultaneously adjusted toward or away
from each other at will. In addition, [
employ means for securing an independent
adjustment of the legs as well as'means for
regulating the marking devices to compen-
sate for the change in angularivy of the mov-
able members. '

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a front ele-
vation of the device embodying my inven-
tion. TFig. 2 is a side elevation of the instru-
ment; and Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional ele-
vation taken along lines 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Referring more particularly to the draw-

tion, the numerals 1, 2 and 8 designate three
legs, each carrying a suitable marking de-

vice as 4 at its lower end, and all of the legs ¢

terminating at their upper ends in a head
or cross piece 5 to which is attached a handle
6. For the purpose of clarity in describing
by invention I will designate the.outer legs
1 and 3 as movable members, and the inter-
mediate leg 2 as a stationary member.
a point substantially medially of the longi-
tudinal extent of each movable member I

form a lateral enlargement 7 for the pur-.

pose of receiving and sustaining a pivoted
socket 8. Operating in this pair of sockets
and . disposed transversely of the legs or
members is a bar 9, and in order to present
as simple a construction as possible I pref-
erably form a slot 10 in the stationary mem-
ber 2 so that the bar may project there-
through. Each extremity of this bar is
screw-threaded, although in this particular
instance I have illustrated the screw-threads
upon the left hand extremity. as being ap-
proximately two-thirds of the pitch of the

threads upon the right hand extremity.
Furthermore, at the center of the bar there
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is arranged a thumb wheel or serew 11,-and.

‘a slight distance beyond this screw I have

mounted a circular flange as 12, the portion
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of the bar between -the screw and flange -

being unthreaded and the stationary mem-
ber 2 being disposed therebetween. - The
marking devices 4 carried by the movable
members are angularly deflected in such re-
lation that they will be ‘caused to scribe
within certain limits the proper linés when
the instrument is being used, but to com-
pensate for any marked change in the angu-
larity of the legs, I provide a pivetal con-
nection 13 in combination with a set-screw
14 at points just above the lower extremity
of each movable member.

When certain contingencies arise, it will
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be found advantageous to have some means -

whereby an independent adjustment of the

legs may be had; and with this in mind T
have a pair of small screw bars 15 and 16
having their inner adjacent terminals piv-
oted in the slot 17 of the central stationary
leg, as at 18, and extending outwardly
through the movable legs.
bearing against the outer faces of the legs,
are mounted upon the bars for locking the
legs when the required adjustment has been
attained. o
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Set screws 19,
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In operation, after it has been determined
just what distance will be required between
the lines, the entire instrument is grasped
and the thumb wheel 11 turned in the ap-
propriate direction either to cause the outer
members 1 and 38 to recede from or draw to-

rard the stationary member 2.
of the fact that the threads upon the right
hand extremity of the bar 9 are of ‘Tle‘Ltel“
pitch than the threads upon the 0ppos1te
extremity of said bar, it will be readily seen
that as the bar is turned the outer members
will be simultaneously moved in this pro-
portionate relationship.” When the desired
distance between the members has been
finally secured, one of the outer marking de-
vices may be placed along a straight edge
and the Instrument then drawn to produce
the three parallel lines, which, in this in-
stance will be of unequal distances apart.
Now when occasion should require an inde-
pendent adjustment eitherr or both of-the
set-screws 19 can be readily operated, and

“if at any time the normal deflection of the

marking devices is not such as to produce
the true distances between the lines, the dis-
position of the free extremities of the mov-

able legs may be altered by loosening the
set-serews 14, constraining the extremities
either outward or inward and then tighten-
ing the set-screws to preserve the proper re-
lation.

1t should be understood that in broader
aspects the invention comprehends the em-
ployment not only of the various means de-
scribed but all equivalent means for per-
forming the recited functions. It is desired
to be understood that T do not limit myself
to the precise construction shown and de-
scribed. For example, the device may be so
arranged that the cuter members will move
simultaneously and equal distances with re-
spect to the stationary member, or that the
degrees of movements of the outer members
may be varied at will.:

What is claimed is:

1. A drafting instrument comprising a
permanent stationary member, a pair of
movable members, each of said members
carrying a marking device, and means ex-
tending through said movable members
adapted- when operated to cause them to
move at different speeds with respect to said
stationary member.
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2. A drafting instrument comprising a
stationary member, a pair of movable mem-
bers disposed at different distfmces from
said stationary member, each of said mem-
bers carrying a marking device, and means
for varying the dlsmnce between the mova-
ble-members with respect to the stationary
member and for simultaneously maintaining
the same proportional distances between all
of S‘le members. .

8. A drafting instrument comprising a
slotted stationary member, a pair of mova-
ble members, each of said members carrying
a marking device, each movable member
having a pivoted socket, and means operat-

‘ing in said slot and sockets for varying the

distances between the movable members with
respect to the stationary member.

4. A drafting instrument comprising a
stationary member, a pair of resilient mova-
ble members, each of said members carrying
a marking device, each movable member
having a pivoted socket, and a threaded bar
extending through all of the members and
operable 1n said sockets for simultaneously
varying the distances of the movable mem-
bers with respect to the stationary member.

5. A drafting instrument comprising a
stationary member, a pair of movwble mem-
bers disposed at unequal distances relative
said first mentioned member, each of said
members carrying a marking device, and
means for varying the distances. between
the movable  members and the stationary
member and for simultaneously maintain-
ing the same unequal proportional distances
therebetween.

6. A drafting instrument comprising a
smtlonaly member, a pair of movable mem-
bers, each of said members carrying a mark-
ing device, means for varying the distance
between the movable members with respect
to the stationary member and for simultane-
ously maintaining the same proportional
distances between all of said members, and
means for independently regulating the dis-
tance between said stationary member and
each of sald movable members.

In testimony whereof T hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

HARRY 8. PECK.

Witnesses:

W. A. WrircHER,
J. F. McGraw.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patenis.

Washington,

D.C»
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