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This invention relates to pressing or ironing 
tubular fabric articles substantially throughout 
their entire surface in one operation, as for in 
stance, shirt sleeves or the sleeves of other gara 
ments, shirt or coat bodies, or any tubular article 
of Wearing apparel and the like that can take a 
tubular form, and has for its object a pressing 
element on which the article is sleeved provided 
With means for automatically adapting or adjust 
ing the widthwise dimension of the pressing ele 
ment to different sizes or diameters of the tubular 
articles, and providing a substantially continuous 
pressing surface without gaps for operating on 
substantially the entire area of the tubular article, 
regardless of its Width. 
for its object a pressing element having yield 
ingly expansible and deformable means along one 
or both of its lateral edges and operable to flatten 
Or deform during the pressing operation. 

It also has for its object a pressing machine 
embodying a pressing element on which the 
article is sleeved, which element has pressing 
faces On opposite sides thereof, as for instance, on 
its upper and lower sides, pressing members 
Coacting with the pressing faces during each 
preSSing Operation with the pressing faces of the 
members of greater width than the pressing faces 
of Said element and extending beyond the opposite 
Side edges of the pressing element, together with 
means for projecting the side portions of the 
sleeved article laterally into the pressing zones of 
the pressing faces of the laterally extending 
portions. 

It further has for its object such expansible 
means in the form of an inflatable tube with 
means for Supplying a fluid or air under pressure 
to the tube, the tube being provided with rea 
Stricted outlets to permit the air to escape during 
the flattening operation to avoid rupturing the 
tube. Preferably, the tube is pervious to permit 
the air being pressed out of the same to dry the 
contiguous portion of the article being pressed. 

It further has for its object a pressing machine 
having actuating mechanism, controls therefor 
for successively effecting the expansion or auto 
matic adjustment of the expansible means to the 
width of the article sleeved thereon and the 
pressing Operation. 
The invention is here illustrated as embodied 

Iviore specifically, it has 
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in a machine for pressing the sleeves of shirts . 
and the like, and in a machine for pressing the 
bodies of shirts sleeved on the pressing element. 
The invention consists in the novel features and 55 

in the combinations and constructions 
after set forth and claimed. 

In describing this invention, reference is had to 
the accompanying drawings in which like char 
acters designate corresponding parts in all the 
ViewS. 

Figures 1 and 2 are respectively front and side 
elevations of a sleeve pressing machine embody 
ing this invention. 

Figure 3 is a diagrammatic view illustrating the 
Operation and the control of the machine shown 
in Figures 1 and 2. 

Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7 are diagrammatic views 
illustrating respectively the pressing element be 
fore the article is sleeved thereon; after the 
article is sleeved thereon; after the automatic 
means is operated to adjust the pressing element 
to the width of the article or sleeve prior to the 
pressing operation; and the final pressing opera 
tion. 

Figure 8 is a plan view, partly in section of the 
pressing element employed when the entire shirt, 
body is to be ironed in one “lay,' the contiguous 
portion of one of the movable pressing members 
coacting therewith being also shown. 

Figure 9 is a cross-sectional view taken on the 
plane of line 9-9, Figure 8. 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary view of a pressing 
machine showing the pressing elements and co 
acting pressing members adapted to press both 
sleeves of the shirt in one operation. 

Figure 11 is a plan view of the pressing element 
On which both sleeves are pressed. 3. 

Figure 12 is a slightly modified form of the 
pressing element shown in Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

Figure 13 is a sectional view similar to Figure6 
of another embodiment of the invention. . . . . . . 
This machine for pressing tubular fabric "ar. 

ticles or articles of flexible material comprises a 
pressing element having a plurality of pressing 
faces throughout its entire area on which element 
the article is sleeved, expansible means operable 
to compensate for different diameters of articles, 
to cause the articles to "lay' smoothly on the 
Surfaces of said elements without any slack or 
Wrinkles in the article, pressing members operable 
to cooperate with the faces of said element and 
with the Surface of said expansible means, said 
expansible means being yieldingly deformable 
toward a flattened form to conform to the press 
ing members during the pressing Operation, 
Whereby the portions of the article overlying 
Said means conform to the pressing faces of the 
said members, and the sleeved article is pressed 

herein 

  



2 2,327,492 
without gaps throughout its entire area regard- pressing surface. A shirt sleeve usually is pro 
less of its width. In sleeve pressing machines, vided with one lengthwise seam, and this seam 
the minimum width of the pressing element is is at one of the folding lines. 
that of a sleeve of minimum width or slightly less Owing to the elliptical formation, the ironed 
than a sleeve of minimum width to permit the 5 or pressed sleeve is substantially flat but the 
sleeve to be sleeved thereon and the maximum inner surfaces thereof are not pressed together. 
Width to which the pressing element can be As Seen in Figure 12, the pressing element or 
extended or expanded is that of the sleeve of the pressing faces thereof may be substantially 
greatest Width. flat, and the upper and lower pressing mem 
In machines for pressing other articles which l0 bers have their pressing faces wider than those 

vary in width, as for instance, short bodies, the of the pressing elements, in order to coact with 
body of the pressing element is normally of the the expansible tubes 4 in substantially the same 
width of the shirt of minimum size and expansi- manner, as in Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
ble to the width of a shirt of maximum size. - The outlets for the air are provided for pre 

designates bne form of pressing element 15 venting exploding of the tube under the pres 
having a plurality of pressing faces throughout Sure, these being restricted outlets, in order that 
its entire peripheral area, the pressing element the pressure within the tubes will keep the sur 
here illustrated being a platen provided with face of the article pressed evenly against the 
pressing faces on opposite sides thereof, as its pressing surfaces 9, 10. The tubes may be pervi 
upper and lower sides, and being preferably el- 20 ous or porous and the air escape through the 
liptical in general form, so that its pressing pores. If the tube is not pervious, as when made 
faces are convex. 2 and 3 designate respective- of rubber or including a rubber sack, as seen in 
ly pressing members coacting with the pressing Figures 1 and 3, pop-off valves as f2 may be pro 
faces respectively of the element, that is, in this vided. 
embodiment of the invention, the upper and 25. In the form shown in Figure 8, the pressing 
lower faces of the element or platen , the press- element f is shown of such size as to receive a 
ing members 2 and 3 having concave pressing shirt of minimum width when sleeved thereon, 
faces complemental to the pressing faces of the and to expand to the size of a shirt of maximum 
body of the element . The pressing element "width. 4 designates the expansible tubes for 
is provided with expansible means at one and 30 compensating for shirts of different widths. 0. 
preferably both of its lengthwise edges, that is, designates the pressing surfaces at the lateral 
the edges at the ends of the major diameter of edges of the lower pressing element for coacting 
the elliptical formation. The expansible means With the expansible tubes 4. The general con 
is preferably a hollow flexible resilient expansi- struction and operation is the same as the sleeve 
ble and deformable tube 4, and it is expanded by 35 press. 
internal fluid pressure, as air under pressure. In this shirt pressing machine, the pressing 
The pressing element thus includes a body, ex- element is shown as formed with cut-outs at 
pansible means, and in addition, a cover 5 sur- 3 for the sleeves, where they join the shoulders 
rounding the body and the expansible means and the body of the shirt. The upper and lower 
or tube or tubes 4. As seen best in Figures 6 40 pressing elements are also formed as not to press 
and 7, the body of the pressing element and the portions of the sleeve where they join the 
the pressing members 2, 3 are formed hollow at body of the shirt. In pressing a shirt, the shirt 
6, 7 and 8 respectively to receive a heating me- is sleeved on the pressing element and the front 
dium which heats the pressing surfaces thereof. edges fastened, or fastened or buttoned together, 
The pressing members 2, 3 also have substan- 45 preliminary to the pressing operation. 
tially Smooth pressing faces 9, 10 along their In Figures and 10, a double or bifurcated 
opposite edges which extend beyond the edges pressing element b is shown, each bifurcation 
of the body of the element and coact with the being adapted to receive one sleeve, and each 
expansible tube 4 during the pressing operation. bifurcation having an expansible width adjust 
The tube or tubes are preferably secured to the 50 ing means or tubes 4b along its opposite edges. 
cover which may be a padding, and held in jux- The pressing elements 2b, 3b are formed double 
taposition to the body of the pressing element to coact with the double or bifurcated pressing 
by the padding. element (b. 

In pressing a sleeve, as a shirt sleeve, the The preising element is suitably supported, 
sleeve is passed over or sleeved on the pressing 55 as by a bracket i4 (Figures 1, 2) to overhang 
element f, as seen in Figure 5. Air under pres- the lower pressing member 3, the bracket 4 

. Sure is then admitted to the tube 4 expanding being mounted on a suitable frame or standard 
the pressing element in a widthwise direction 5 rising from the base f6 of the frame. The 
to the size of the sleeve thereon and tightly or upper pressing member 2 is movable toward and 
Smoothly "laying” it on the cover 5, which is also 60 from the pressing element and the lower press 
drawn taut during expanding of the tube 4. ing member 3 is also movable toward and from 
The pressing members 2, 3 are then operated the pressing element . As here illustrated, the 
from the position shown in Figure 6 to that, upper pressing member 2 is carried by a lever 7 
shown in Figure 7. The concave faces of these pivoted between its ends at 8 to an upright 9 
members conform to the conformable portion of 65 rising from the frame of the machine, the lower 
the body of the element and the pressing faces arm 20 of the lever being connected to actu 
9, O of the members 2, 3 coact with the exparasi- ating means to be presently described. 
ble means or tubes 4 and press the adjacent por- The lower pressing member 3 is movably ver 
tions of the sleeve thereon on the interposed tically toward and from the lower pressing face 
part of the cover 5. The tubes flatten during 70 of the element f and is carried by the actuating 
this operation into the position shown in Figure mechanism, as the piston or plunger rod of a 
7, so that the sleeve, regardless of its widthwise piston or ram utilized in this embodiment of 
dimension, is pressed substantially throughout the invention to actuate the lower pressing mem 
its entire surface in one 'lay' and in one opera- ber 3. 
tion without any gaps or interruptions in the 75 Air under pressure is supplied to the expan 
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sible means or tubes 4 from any suitable source, 
as a blower 2, actuated by an electric motor, 
the outlet of the blower being connected by a 
conduit 22 to like ends of the expansible tubes 
4. The relief or pop-off valve 2 may be pro 
vided in the blower system in any suitable place, 
here shown as located in the pipe 22. The tubes 
4 are pervious or porous and no pop-off valve 
used, or the tubes may be impervious and no 
pop-off valve provided, as the excess pressure of 
the air during the applying of the final pres 
sure of the press may back up through the blow 
er. However, to protect the tube 4 from rup 
ture and avoid any danger of a Weaker tube ex 
ploding, the tube is made pervious or a relief 
valve provided. . 

In pressing shirt sleeves, the cuffs are usually 
pressed before the sleeves are pressed, and hence 
when the sleeves are pressed on this machine, 
means are provided for holding the cuffs. This 
means is here shown as a jaw or clamp 24 car 
ried by a lever arm 25 which is pivoted on the 
same pivot 8 that the head-carrying lever arm 
f is mounted, it being located beyond one end 
of the upper pressing member 2 and movable 
into coaction with the upper surface at the 
end of the pressing element f. It is actuated, 
as will be presently described. 
In Figure 13, the sleeved article is expanded 

and Smoothed on the pressing element and the 
side portions thereof projected laterally into posi 
tion to be pressed by the pressing faces of the 
laterally extending portions or flanges 9, O of 
the pressing members 7 and 8, without the use 
of tubes or expanders 4. In the construction 
shown in Figure 13, air is blown directly into 
the sleeved article and expands and smooths 
it while So expanded; the pressing members 
and 8 operate to press the major part of the 
sleeved article on the opposing faces of the press 
ing element , and the lateral edge portions be 
tween the faces 9, 10. The air is blown in a 
manner similar to that shown in Figures 1 or 8, 
and one end of the article, as a sleeve, is closed 
substantially against undue outlet of air dur 
ing the air blowing operation by clamping the 
cuff end around the end of the pressing ele 
ment . 
The general operation of the machine shown 

in Figures 1 and 2 is as follows: 
The sleeve is first sleeved on the pressing ele 

ment , the cuff clamp 24 operated into closed 
position on the cuff or the sleeve, clamping it 
against the pressing element f ; air is then al 
lowed to pass from the blower 2 through the 
pipe 22 to the expansible tubes 4 to cause the 
pressing element to automatically adjust width 
wise to the widthwise dimension of the sleeve. 
The pressing members 2, 3 are then actuated into 
pressing engagement With the pressing element 
f, or from the position shown in Figure 6 to 
that shown in Figure 7. 
When the pressing operation is complete, the 

various parts are restored to their positions shown 
in Figures 1, 2. 
The actuating mechanism and the controls 

therefor will now be described. The actuating 
mechanism for the upper pressing element 2 con 
sists of a cylinder 26 and piston 27 therein, the 
rod 28 of which is connected to the arm 20 of 
the lever 7. The lower pressing element 2 is 
actuated by a cylinder 29 and piston 30 there 
in, the rod 3 of which thrusts against and is 
secured to the lower pressing member 3, this 
piston and cylinder constituting a ram. The 
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Cuff, clamp is actuated by a cylinder 32, and a 
piston 33 therein, the rod 34 of which is con 
nected to the lever 25 carrying the cuff clamp 
24. These cylinders and pistons are suitably 
mounted on the frame of the machine. The 
motive fluid is preferably compressed air. 

In Operation, the operator operates a suitable 
control, here shown as a pedal 35, the depression 
of the pedal closing an exhaust valve 36 in a cas 
ing 37 and opens an air intake valve 38 in said 
Casing against the action of a returning spring 
39, the intake and exhaust valves being joined 
together by a stem 40, so that they act as a unit. 
The air then passes from a suitable source 
through a main supply pipe 41, branch 42, pipe 
43 to the valve casing 37, past the open intake 
valve 38 through pipe 44 to the cylinder 32 of the 
motor which operates the cuff clamp and actu 
ates the piston therein to close the cuff clamp 24 
down on the cuff on the pressing element . . 
During this movement of the piston 33, it un 
covers a port 45 in the cylinder 32 and permits 
the air pressure to pass through a pipe 46 to a 
diaphragm chamber 47 to actuate a diaphragm 
therein, which is connected through suitable con 
nections to an operating lever 48 of a valve 49 
in the outlet of the blower 21, the blower being 
constantly actuated by electric motor so that by 
opening of the valve 49, the air passes through 
the expansible tubes 4 and expands them to ad 
just the pressing element to the widthwise diam 
eter of the sleeve. This cuff clamp, and blower 
valve control constitute means for successively 
Operating the cuff clamp and the blower valve 
from a single control. 
The control here shown requires two hands. 

Depression of manuals 50 and 5 closes exhaust 
valves 52 and 53 and opens intake valves 54 and 

4) 

member 2 down on the pressing element . 
ing this movement of the piston 27, it uncovers 
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55 in casings 56, 57 respectively, which casings 
are connected in series by a pipe 58, the valve 
Casing 56 being connected in the supply pipe 4. 
Thus, upon depressing of the push buttons, the 
air passes from Supply pipe 4 through open in 
take valve 54, valve casing 56, pipe 58 to casing 
57, past, the open intake valve 55 therein, then 
through pipe 59 to the cylinder 26 and actuates 
the piston 27 therein, to close the upper pressing 

Dur 

a port 60 in the side of the cylinder 26 and the 
air passes through pipe 6i, and pipe 62 to a dia 
phragm chamber 63 to operate the diaphragm 64 
therein, which closes an exhaust valve 65 and 
opens the intake valve 66 in the casing 67, which 
casing communicates through pipe 68 with the 
cylinder 29, so that upon the opening of the in 
take valve 66, air is free to pass from the pipe 
42, past the open intake valve 66 and through 
the casing 6 into the cylinder 29 and actuates 
the piston 30 therein to close the lower pressing 
member 3 upwardly against the lower side of the 
pressing element . Also, when the piston 27, 
which closes the upper pressing member, passes 
the port 60 in the cylinder 26, the air also passes 
through pipe 6 and through branch pipes 69 
and 70 to diaphragm chambers if and 2 to 
actuate diaphragms 73, 74 therein to act on levers 
75, 76 to hold the valves in the casing 56, 57 in 
their operated position. Upon the release of the 
foot pedal 35, the cuff clamp will open under the 
re-action of the returning spring . The air 
exhausts from the cylinder 32 back through the 
pipe 44 and the now open exhaust valve 36 and 
by the return of the piston 33 to its starting posi 
tion, air is cut off from the diaphragm chamber 



4 
47, so that the valve 49 in the blower outlet is free 
to close under the influence of its returning 
spring 78. To open the pressing members 2, 3, 
the air is exhausted from the diaphragm cham 
bers 7, 72 by opening one or the other of a nor 
nally closed exhaust valve 79 or 80 located in 
casing 8 or 82, which are connected through 
pipes 83, 84 to the pipe 62. These valves are Op 
erated by suitable handle 85 or 86, so that upon 
the opening of either of these exhaust valves 79 
or 80, the air in the diaphragm chambers 7, 72 
is released, and the intake valves 54 and 55 are 
free to close under the action of their returning 
springs and open their corresponding exhaust 
valves 52, 53, and also the air is free to exhaust 
back through the pipe 62 from the diaphragm 
chamber 63, permitting the intake valve 66 to . 
close under the action of its returning Spring 
and the exhaust valve 65 free to open, releasing 
the air from the cylinder 29. The actuating 
means and control constitute broadly means for 
effecting successive operation of the pressing 
members coacting with an intermediate press 
ing element upon the operation of one or one 
set of controls or controls common to an actu 
ator or motor for one member and the actuator 
or motor for the other member. 
The general operation of the construction 

shown in Figure 13 is the same as that shown in 
the other figures of the drawings, except that the 
air is blown directly into the sleeved article to 
smooth the same and project the lateral edges 
thereof out into the pressing zones of the laterally 
extending portions 9 and O of the pressing men 
bers 7 and 8. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 

ticles in one “lay' comprising a pressing element 
having a plurality of pressing faces throughout 
its outside area on which element the article is 
sleeved, an expansible tube extending along said 
element at the adjacent edges of two of the press 
ing faces and operable to expand to compensate 
for different diameters of the article, pressing 
members operable to cooperate with said faces 
and said expansible tube, said tube being yield 
ingly deformable toward flattened form to con 
form to the pressing member during the pressing 
operation, whereby the portions of the article 
overlying said tube conform to the pressing faces 
of said pressing member and the sleeved article 
pressed substantially throughout its entire area, 
and means for supplying a pressure fluid to the 
interior of the tube, said tube being pervious to 
permit the escape of the fluid during the flatten 
ing of the tube during the pressing operation. 

2. In a machine for pressing tubular fabric 
articles comprising a pressing element having a 
plurality of pressing faces throughout its Outer 
area, on which element the article is sleeved, 
yieldingly expansible deformable tubes extend 
ing along said element at the adjacent edges of 
the pressing faces and operable to expand out 
ward to compensate for different diameters of 
the article, pressing members operable to coop 
erate with said faces and said tubes, and means 
for supplying a pressure fluid to the interiors 
of the tubes, the tubes being of a pervious mate 
rial to permit the escape of pressure fluid during 
the pressing operation. 

3. In a pressing machine for pressing tubular 
fabric articles comprising a pressing element sub 
stantially elliptical in general form in cross-sec 
tion provided with convex pressing faces on op 
posite sides thereof, on which element the article 
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is sleeved, expansible deformable tubes extending 
lengthwise of the opposite edges of the elliptical 

5 

formation and operable to compensate for differ 
ent diameters of the article, pressing members 
having pressing faces complemental to the press 
ing faces of said element and also having faces 
to cooperate with the expansible tubes, said tubes 

- being yieldingly deformable toward flattened 
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form to conform to the coacting faces of the 
pressing member during the pressing operation, 
and means for Supplying a pressure fluid to the 
interiors of the tubes, said tubes being pervious 
to permit the restricted outlet of the fluid during 
the flattening of the tubes. 

4. In a machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 
ticles in one "lay' comprising a pressing element 
including a body, a flexible covering enclosing 
the body, the pressing element having a plurality 
of faces throughout its area, and expansible 
leaS operable to compensate for different di 

ameters of the articles, said means being secured 
to the covering and held in juxtaposition to the 
body by the covering, and pressing members op 
erable to cooperate With the faces of said element 
and With said means. 

5. In a machine for pressing tubular fabric 
articles in one "lay' comprising a pressing ele 
ment including a body, a flexible covering en 
closing the body, the pressing element having a 
plurality of faces throughout its area, and ex 
pansible means operable to compensate for dif 
ferent diameters of the articles, said means be 
ing secured to the covering and held in juxta 
position to the body by the covering, pressing 
members operable to cooperate With the faces of 
said element and with said means, said means 
being yieldingly deformable to conform to the 
pressing members during the pressing operation, 
whereby the portions of the article overlying said 
means conform to the pressing faces of the press 
ing members during the pressing operation. 

6. In a pressing machine for pressing tubular 
fabric articles in one "lay' comprising a pressing 
element including a body, a covering for the body 
and an expansible tube extending along one edge 
of the body at the adjacent edges of the pressing 
faces and operable to expand outward to com 
pensate for different diameters of the article 
sleeved on the element, said tube being secured 
to the covering and held in juxtaposition to the 
body thereby, pressing members operable to co 
operate with said pressing faces and said tube, 
Said tube being yieldingly deformable to conform 
to the pressing members during the pressing op 
erations, whereby the portion of the article over 
lying the tube conforms to the pressing faces of 
said pressing members and the sleeved article 
pressed substantially throughout its entire area, 
and means for expanding the tube. 

7. In a pressing machine, an intermediate 
pressing element for receiving an article sleeved 
thereon and having pressing faces on opposite 
sides thereof, pressing members cooperating re 
Spectively with said faces and having portions 
extending laterally beyond at least one edge of 
the pressing element, said portions coacting with 
each other to press the side portions of the ar 
ticle extending beyond the edge of the interme 
diate element, and means for extending the ex 
cess portions of the sleeved article at the edges 
of said element outwardly into the path of the 
laterally extending portions of the faces of said 
pressing members. 

8. A machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 
ticles in One lay including an intermediate press 
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ing element having pressing faces on opposite 
sides thereof, on which element the article is 
sleeved, pressing members operable to cooperate 
with said pressing faces, said element and men 
bel's having a relative opening and closing move 
ment, and means for effecting the Sane, Said 
members having pressing faces extending later 
ally beyond the intermediate pressing element in 
a direction at an angle to the opening and clos 
ing movement, the last pressing faces of each 

5 

O 
member coacting with the like pressing face of 
the other member during the pressing operation 
while said members are coacting with the inter 
mediate pressing element, and means operable 
to shift a portion of the article being pressed 
into the path of movement of said laterally ex 
tending pressing surfaces. 

9. A machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 
ticles in One lay including an intermediate press 
ing element having pressing faces on opposite 
sides thereof, on which element. the article is 
sleeved, pressing members operable to cooper 
ate with said pressing faces, said element and 
members having a relative opening and closing 
movement, and means for effecting the same, 
said members having pressing faces extending 
laterally beyond the intermediate pressing. ele 
ment in a direction at an angle to the opening 
and closing movement, the last pressing faces of 
each member coacting with the like pressing 
face of the other member during the pressing 
operation while said members are coacting with 
the intermediate pressing element, expansible 
means on the intermediate element operable to 
compensate for the different diameters of the 
article sleeved on the intermediate pressing ele 
ment and expand the same into the path of the 
movement of the laterally extending pressing 
faces of said members, and means for expanding 
Said means. 

10. A machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 
ticles in One lay including an intermediate press 
ing element having pressing faces on opposite 
sides thereof, on which element the article is 
sleeved, pressing members operable to cooperate 
with said pressing faces, said element and mem 
bers having a relative opening and closing move 
ment, and means for effecting the same, said 
members having pressing faces extending later 
ally beyond the intermediate pressing element in 
a direction at an angle to the opening and clos 
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ing movement, the last pressing faces of each 
member coacting with the like pressing face of 
the other member during the pressing operation 
While said members are coacting with the inter 
mediate pressing element, inflatable expansible 
means on the intermediate element operable to 
compensate for the different diameters of the 
article sleeved on the intermediate pressing ele 
ment and expand the same into the path of move 
ment of the laterally extending faces of said 
members, said inflatable expansible means flat 
tening under the action of the laterally extend 
ing pressing faces of said members, and means 
for inflating the same. 

11. A machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 
ticles in One lay including an intermediate press 
ing element having pressing faces on opposite 
sides thereof, on which element the article is 
sleeved, pressing members operable to cooperate 
with said pressing faces, said element and mern 
bers having a relative opening and closing move 
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ment, and means for effecting the same, said . 
members having pressing faces extending later 
ally beyond the intermediate pressing element 75 

5 
in a direction at an angle to the opening and 
closing movement, the last pressing faces of each 
member coacting with the like pressing face of 
the other member during the pressing operation 
while said members are coacting with the inter 
mediate pressing element, inflatable expansible 
means on the intermediate element operable to 
compensate for the different diameters of the ar 
ticle sleeved on the intermediate pressing element 
and expand the same into the path of movement 
of the laterally extending faces of said members, 
Said inflatable expansible means flattening under 
the action of the laterally extending pressing 
faces of said members, and means for inflating 
the same, said inflatable means having a restrict 
ed outlet to permit said means to deform and 
flatten during the pressing operation. 

12. A machine for pressing tubular fabric ar 
ticles in One lay including an intermediate press 
ing element having pressing faces on opposite 
sides thereof, on which element the article is 
sleeved, pressing members operable to cooperate 
with said pressing faces, said element and mem 
bers having a relative opening and closing move 
ment, and means for effecting the same, said 
members having pressing faces extending later 
ally beyond the intermediate pressing element 
in a direction at an angle to opening and closing 
movement, the last pressing faces of each mem 
ber coacting with the like pressing face of the 
other member during the pressing operation 
while said members are coacting with the inter 
mediate pressing element, inflatable expansible 
means on the intermediate element operable to 
compensate for the different diameters of the ar 
ticle sleeved on the intermediate pressing ele 
ment and expand the same into the path of move 
ment of the laterally extending faces of said 
members, said inflatable expansible means flat 
tening under the action of the laterally extend 
ing pressing faces of said members, and means 
for inflating the same, said inflatable means be 
ing pervious to permit flattening during the 
pressing operation. 

13. A machine for pressing tubular fabric 
articles including an intermediate pressing ele 
ment substantially elliptical in general form in 
cross-section providing convex pressing faces on 
opposite sides thereof, on which element the 
article is sleeved, pressing members having press 
ing faces complemental to the pressing faces 
of said element, said element and members 
having relative opening and closing move 
ment, and means for effecting such move 
ment, said members also having pressing faces 
extending laterally beyond at least one end 
of the elliptical formation in a direction cross 
Wise of the Opening and closing movement of said 
members and element, the last pressing faces of 
each member coacting with the like pressing face 
of the other member, expansible means on the 
intermediate element extending lengthwise there 
of and Operable, when expanded, to compensate 
for different diameters of the articles and to ex 
tend between the laterally extending pressing 
faces of said members, the expansible means be 
ing deformable and flattenable between the lat 
erally extending pressing faces of said members, 
and means for applying an expanding force to 
the expansible means. 

14. A machine for pressing tubular fabric 
articles comprising an intermediate pressing ele 
ment having pressing faces on Opposite sides 
thereof, on which element the article is sleeved, 
pressing members having pressing faces coacting 
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with the former pressing faces during each press 
ing operation, said element and members having 
a relative opening and closing movement, and 
means for effecting such relative movement, said 
pressing members also having pressing faces ex 
tending laterally beyond at least One of the side 
edges of said element at an angle approximating 
a right angle to the direction of the relative open 
ing and closing movement of said pressing ele 

s 

2,827,492 
ment and members, the laterally extending press 
ing faces of one member coacting with the lat 
erally extending pressing face of the other mem 
ber, and pneumatic means Operable for project 
ing portions of the tubular article OutWardly into 
position to be pressed by the laterally extending 
pressing faces of said members. 

PHILIP N. BRAUN. 


