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My invention relates to improvements in 
ent application is a substitute for the 
abandoned application filed July 1, 1931, 
Serial Number 548,227. The object of my 
invention is to provide a variety of straw 
berry suitable for commercial use, having a 
stronger root system and better fruit stells, 
and producing fruit of superior quality, as 
well as having other characteristics that 
make it superior to other existing varieties. 
My new variety of strawberry plant is the 

result of definite scientific plant breeding 
reaching back over a period of many year's. 
I made the final cross pollination which pro 
duced this new variety in 1907. This con 
sisted of applying the pollen from a variety 
known as Howard 17 to the mother plant, 
Howard No. 103. I planted these seeds in the 
spring of 1908 and in 1909 found the present 
superior variety among the seedlings pro 
duced. This new variety was the most strik 
ing and distinct among the 1000 or more 
seedlings grown in the test beds at that time 
and resulting from 10 different crosses. 
The mother plant-the Howard No. 103 

was a seedling of the Crescent crossed by the 
Marshall, a berry famous for size, beauty 
and fine flavor. 
The pollen parent-the Howard No. 17, 

now known as the Premier-was also a 
seedling of the Crescent crossed by another 
one of the Howard seedlings—the No. 1. 
The Howard No. 17, or Premier, is one of 
the best known of the newer commercial 
strawberry varieties. . . . . 

After several years of testing and observ 
ing this new variety under conditions exist 
ing at Belchertown, Massachusetts, I under 
took the usual long-term testing process used 
by conscientious originators of new varieties 
of small fruits and entered into arrange 
ments with several of the leading State Agri 
cultural Experiment Stations, to test out this 
variety under climatic, soil and other condi 
tions to be found in these several States. In 
all cases, however, it was stipulated that 
these plants were sent out solely for test 
ing purposes. They were neither sold to the 
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experiment stations nor did they in turn 
sell any piants to others. . . . 

Introduction and sale to the public took 
place shortly after January 1, 1931, when 
plants of this variety were first offered for 55 
sale and described in a catalog issued by E. 
W. Townsend & Sons of Salisbury, Mary 
land. 
The accompanying illustrations show in 

detail a leaf and several typical berries, two 60 
in full mature color, as borne by this variety of strawberry plant. 
The following is a detailed description of 

its principal features and characters. 
flai.-Of medium to large size, very 65 

healthy and vigorous, producing good stocky 
ruinners freely, but not so freely as to produce 
uildersized plaints. The root system is espe 
cialiy notable, producing an exceedingly 
large ninber of long roots which branch 0 
and re-branch into a thick mat of root hairs. 
ihis chai'acteristic makes for notable drouth 
resistance and heavy fruiting. The crown 
is wide and strong. - 
?caves-Bright green in color, ordinarily 

free from leaf spot and borne on upright 
stems, inedium in size and having deeply 
notched edges, listially about 25 to each leaf 
i.eavily veined, jeaf steins covered with hairs. 

Cott/a).-Usually consists of a single layer 
or row of sepals. . . . 
Flo legs.-Are “imperfect” (pistillate) 

80 

and the flower or fruit stems are strong and 
b: ve the quality of standing rather erect 
or upright, thus tending to keep the fruit free 85 
of sand or dirt. . . . . 
Berries.-Conic-Wedge shaped, quite regu 

Jai’, large to very large in size; the color of 
the ripe herry is dark crimson, very attrac- 90 
tive in appearance; the seeds are very slight 
ly slinkei) and varying in color from yellow 
ish on the shaded side of the berry to a dull 
dark red on the Sunny side of the berry. 
The dark red color of the berry extends en- 95 
tirely through same. The flavor of the berry 
is sweet to sub-acid, sprightly and classed 
as very good. The flesh is meaty and in firm 
ness ranks well above the average commercial 
variety, thus adding greatly to its value for 100 
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shipping and general market use as well as for 
canning. 
Productivity-Exceedingly productive, 

surpassing Howard's Premier in this respect. 
The fruiting season is long, beginning with 
the medium early varieties and continuing 
to fruit with the late varieties. - 
Some of the more important features 

which I believe clearly distinguish my new 
variety of strawberry piant from all other 
varieties are: 

15 

1. Has a remarkably large and vigorous 
root system and withstands drouths better 
than most varieties. 

2. Has well shaped berries of dark red 
color and the color goes all the way through 
the berry. - 

8. Its berries are larger, firmer and have a 
more sprightly flavor than other varieties 
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including the Premier or Howard 17. This 
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gives improved shipping and canning qual 
ities. 

4. More productive than most other vari 
ties including Premier. - 

5. Fruit stems are stronger and more erect 
than those of most other varieties including 
Premier. 

6. Has “imperfect flowers. 
Having thus described and disclosed my 

invention, I claim: 
The variety of strawberry plant herein de 

scribed, characterized particularly by its 
bright, vigorous and attractive foilage, its 
unusually heavy root system, its heavy pro 
duction of berries of superior size, shape and 
color as shown, the dark red color extending 
all the way through the berry, and its firm 
ness of flesh and sprightly flavor resulting 
in superior shipping and canning qualities. 

EVERETT C. HOWARD. 
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