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(57) Abstract: A battery module (100) includes: a plurality of battery cells (110) that are stacked in the Y direction and
that each have a positive electrode tab (114) or a negative electrode tab (116) positioned on an X-direction side; and an
accommodation body (150) that has an upper plate (155) for covering Z-direction side portions of the plurality of battery
cells (110) and that accommodates the plurality of battery cells (110). The upper plate (155) defines a plurality of holes
(155a) for discharging gas discharged from the battery cells (110). With respect to a portion of the upper plate (155)
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overlapping the positive electrode tab (114) or the negative electrode tab (116) in the Z direction, the ratio of the holes
(155a) located in a center portion in the X direction is greater than the ratio of the holes (155a) located in the portion of
the upper plate (155) overlapping the positive electrode tab (114) or the negative electrode tab (116) in the Z direction.
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(Invention 1) Claims 1 to 5

Claims 1 to 5 of the present application have the special technical feature of a “battery module comprising: a
plurality of battery cells which are stacked in a predetermined first direction and each have a tab located on a side in
a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; and a storage body which has a plate covering side portions, in
a third direction perpendicular to both the first direction and the second direction, of the plurality of battery cells, and
accommodates the plurality of battery cells, wherein in the plate, a plurality of holes for discharging gas discharged
from the battery cells are defined, and the ratio of the holes at a central portion in the second direction with respect
to a portion overlapping the tabs of the plate in the third direction is greater than the ratio of the holes with respect to
the portion overlapping the tabs of the plate in the third direction,” and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 6 to 8

The invention in claims 6 to 8 shares, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of a
“battery module” comprising: a “plurality of battery cells” and a “storage body which accommodates the plurality of
battery cells” and in which “holes for discharging gas discharged from the battery cells are defined.”

However, the technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosure of
International Publication No. WO 2023/282712 (fig. 1, 2, and 10), International Publication No. WO 2023/282609
(fig. 3 and 4), and International Publication No. WO 2020/153017 (fig. 1 to 8), and thus cannot be said to be a special
technical feature. Also, there are no other same or corresponding special technical features between claims 6 to 8 of
the present application and claim 1 of the present application.

Additionally, claims 6 to 8 are not dependent on claim 1 of the present application. Further, claims 6 to 8 are not
substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Thus, claims 6 to 8 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Also, claims 6 to 8 of the present application have the special technical feature of a “battery module comprising:

a plurality of battery cells; a storage body in which a hole for discharging gas discharged from the battery cells is
defined, and which accommodates the plurality of battery cells; and a coating member at least a portion of which
covers the hole, wherein the coating member opens the hole when abnormal heat generation occurs in the battery
cells,” and are thus classified as invention 2.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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