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(54) Event-for-change oriented information display method and information processing system

using the same method

(57)  Adisplay technology is capable of facilitating a
grasp of text information when scrolling the text infor-
mation at a high speed and selecting a broad block of
the text information. An information display method of
the present invention comprises a step of displaying the
textinformation by defining a display block thereof in the
case of displaying the text information on a screen, a
step of detecting a manipulation of moving the display
block, a step of displaying the text information during a
movement of the display block, and a step of changing
a character size or a character pitch of the text informa-
tion to be displayed. Another information display method
of the present invention comprises a step of selecting a
partial area of information from the text information, a
step of calculating a size of the partial area of informa-
tion selected from the text information, and a step of
changing a character size or a character pitch of the text
information to be displayed.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report hag
been drawn up for all claims.

s

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

0J

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

[

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present Europea_n patent application doqs not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. Claims: 1-5,9,10,12-16,20,21,23-27,31,32

An information display method (- claims 1-3, 5 ‘first two
alternatives! and 10), an information processing system (-
claims 12-14, 16 ‘first two alternatives! and 21), and a
storage medium readable by machine (- claims 23-25, 27
‘first two alternatives! and 32) in which, in accordance
with the detection of a changing manipulation, i.e. a
scrolling of a screen, an attribute in the display
information, ji.e. character size, is changed, and in which
the change is based upon the speed or direction at which the
display block is changed.

2. Claims: Dependent claims 5,7,8,16,18,19,27,29,30

An information display method (-~ claims 5 ‘last two
alternatives!, 7 and 8), an information processing system (-
claims 16 ‘last two alternatives!, 18 and 19), and a storage
medium readable by machine (- claims 27 ‘last two
alternatives!, 29 and 30) in which, in accordance with the
detection of a changing manipulation, i.e. a scrolling of a
screen, the screen is divided into different parts and

wherein information is displayved with respective different
attributes in the different parts.

3. Claims: Dependent claims 6, 17, 28

An information dispiay method (- ciaim 6), an information
processing system (~ claim 17), and a storage medium
readable by machine (- claim 28) in which, in accordance
with the detection of a changing manipulation, i.e. a
scrolling of a screen, different attributes are set
corresponding to a position in the display area.

4. Claims: Independent claims 11, 22 and 33

An information display method (- claim 11), an information
processing system (- claim 22), and a storage medium
readable by machine (- claim 33) in which, in which, if the
size of a selected part of information exceeds a size with
which information can be displayed within a predetermined
display area, the selected part of information is displayed
by changing one of either:

Alternative 1) the attribute of the part of information; or
Alternative 2) the information itself, i.e. editing of the
information, in an area that contains this selected part of
information.

Further, no mention is made in the respective wordings of
any of independent claims 11, 22 and 33 of the change in
attribute being dependent on the detection of (- ¢f. e.g.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

the last two steps of independent claim 1) "a manipulating

of changing a display block of information displayed in the
display area”.

Document US 5659333 (- hereinafter D1) discloses an information display
method comprising steps of:

displaying information in a predetermined display area (- Figs. 3A-3C);
detecting a manipulation of changing a display block of the information
displayed in the display area (-~ "Scroll Event", step 1004 - Fig. 2);
and

displaying the information by changing an attribute in accordance with
the detection of the changing manipulation (- "Size is Reduced”, step

1016 - Fig. 2, Figs. 3D-3F and "data displayed on the screen is reduced”
- col. 3, lines 4~6).

Subsequently, D1 is considered to disclose all of the features of
independent claim 1 (- Article 54(1)(2) EPC). Furthermore, the different
inventions claimed in respect of the above groups of claims are
considered to lack a technical relationship which finds expression in
the claims in terms of the same or corresponding technical features (-
Rule 30(1) EPC; Article 82 EPC; Guidelines C-III, 7.2).
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