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1. 

Botanical classification: Gaultheria procumbens. 
Cultivar designation: SPECGP11. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar 
of Gaultheria procumbens named SPECGP11 and is here 
inafter referred to by the cultivar name SPECGP11. 
SPECGP11 represents a new cultivar of eastern teaberry or 
American wintergreen that is grown as a landscape plant. 
The new cultivar arose as a seedling selected by the Inven 

tor in Zundert, The Netherlands. The Inventor sowed seeds 
that he collected from unnamed and unpatented plants of 
Gaultheria procumbens that were growing in his garden. The 
Inventor selected SPECGP11 in January of 2008 as a single 
unique plant amongst the seedlings that resulted from the 
Sowing. 

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom 
plished by the Inventor by cuttings in Zundert, The Nether 
lands in 2009. Asexual propagation of the new cultivar by 
cuttings and tissue culture has shown that the unique features 
are stable and reproduced true to type in Successive genera 
tions. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These 
attributes in combination distinguish SPECGP11 as a new 
and unique cultivar of Gautheria. 

1. SPECGP11 exhibits white berries. 
2. SPECGP11 exhibits pure white flowers. 
3. SPECGP11 exhibits burgundy fall foliage color. 
Typical plants of the parent species of SPECGP11. 

Gaultheria procumbens, differ primarily in having red fruit 
and there are no varieties or cultivars known to the Inventor 
that exhibit red fruit. The only cultivars of Gaultheria proc 
umbens known to the Inventor, Red Baron and Very Berry 
(both not patented), exhibit red fruit. The only plants of 
Gaultheria knownto the Inventor with white fruit are those of 
different species. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the over 
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new cultivar. 
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The photographs were taken of a plant about one year in age 
as grown in a 105-cm container in Zundert, The Netherlands. 
The photograph in FIG. 1 provides a side view of a plant of 

SPECGP11 in fruit. 
The photograph in FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the 

flowers of SPECGP11. 
The photograph in FIG.3 provides a close-up view of the 

fruit of SPECGP11. 
The photograph in FIG. 4 provides a close-up view of the 

summer foliage of SPECGP11. 
The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with 

digital photography techniques available and the color values 
cited in the detailed botanical description accurately describe 
the colors of the new cultivar of Gautheria. 

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PLANT 

The following is a detailed description of plants about one 
year in age as grown in 10.5-cm containers in Zundert, The 
Netherlands. The phenotype of the new cultivar may vary 
with variations in environmental, climatic, and cultural con 
ditions, as it has not been tested under all possible environ 
mental conditions. The color determination is in accordance 
with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul 
tural Society, London, England, except where general color 
terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used. 
General description: 

Blooming period.—Late spring to late Summer (about 4 
weeks) in The Netherlands. 

Plant type. Evergreen shrub. 
Plant habit.—Broadly spreading, groundcover once 

established. 
Height and spread.—15 cm in height and 20 cm in width 

as a one year-old plant in a 10.5-cm container. 
Cold hardiness. At least in U.S.D.A. Zone 4. 
Diseases and pests. No particular resistance or Sus 

ceptibility to diseases or pests has been observed. 
Propagation. Tissue culture (preferred) and cuttings. 
Root development.—A rooted liner will take about 3 
months to develop in a 10.5 Liter container. 

Growth rate and vigor. Moderate. 
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Stem description: 
Shape. Ovate. 
Stem color. New and mature growth: 180A. 
Stem size. An average of 9.5 cm in length and 1.5 mm 

in width. 
Stem surface. Young stems moderately glossy and 

densely covered with very short hairs, mature stems 
moderately covered with very short hairs; both 0.5 
mm in length an NN155D in color. 

Branching. Freely branched, an average of 17 basal 
branches. 

Branch angle. Upright to prostrate. 
Branch internode length. Average of 1 cm. 

Foliage description: 
Leafshape. Elliptic to obovate. 
Leaf division. Simple. 
Leaf base. Attenuate. 
Leaf apex. Broadly acute. 
Leaffragrance. Wintergreen if crushed. 
Leaf venation.—A nastomosing, upper surface; 152D in 

color and densely covered with short adpressed hairs 
an average of 0.75 mm in length and 156D to 156D in 
color. 

Leaf margins.—Shallowly and irregularly serrate. 
Leaf arrangement.—Alternate and clustered near tips. 
Leaf attachment. Petiolate. 
Leafnumber. Average of 6 per branch. 
Leaf surface. Upper and lower surface; glabrous, 

slightly glossy, and leathery. 
Leafsize.—Average of 4.7 cm in length and 2.6 cm in 

width, lower surface; primary veins 145B in color 
with base 182D. 

Leaf Color. Young leaves upper surface; slightly 
darker than 143A, young leaves lower surface: 146B, 
mature leaves upper surface; a color between N137A 
and 147A but slightly darker, mature leaves lower 
surface; a color between 156C and 156D, fall color 
upper and lower surface; 187A. 

Petioles. Average of 5 mm in length and 1.5 mm in 
width, upper surface 178A in color, lower surface 
180A in color, surface is glabrous and slightly glossy. 

Stipules. None observed. 
Inflorescence description: 

Inflorescence.—Axillary and terminal panicles. 
Inflorescence size.—Average of 3.9 cm in length and 3.2 
cm in width. 

Lastingness of inflorescence.—Average of 2 weeks, self 
cleaning. 

Number of flowers. Average of 9 per inflorescence, 
range of 4 to 13, average of 150 per plant. 

Flower fragrance. None. 
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Rate of opening.—20% open at first and all remain open 
as the rest open. 

Flower buds. Ovate in shape, average of 5 mm in 
length and 3 mm in width, 150D in color. 

Flower size.—Average of 9 mm in length and 8 mm in 
width. 

Corolla. Urceolate in shape, comprised of 5 fused 
ovate shaped petals with rounded tips (10%) free that 
are curled under and 2 mm in width, color NN155C to 
NN155D on both surfaces when opening and mature, 
surface glabrous and matte and very slightly ribbed on 
inner and outer surfaces. 

Calyx. Rotate in arrangement, average of 2.5 mm in 
length and 5 mm in diameter. 

Sepals.-5, average of about 3 mm in length and 2 mm in 
width, color when young 157D on upper and lower 
surface, color when mature NN155B on upper and 
inner surface. 

Peduncles. Round, terminal held upright to stem with 
axillary peduncle an average of 40° angle to stem, an 
average of 4.4 cm in length and 1 mm in width, 145B 
in color, pubescent surface. 

Pedicels. Round, average of 1.4 cm in length and 8 mm 
in width, held at an angle of 45° to peduncle, 145A to 
145B in color with upper surfacetinged with 180A to 
180B, pubescent surface. 

Reproductive organs: 
Androecium.—Average of 10 stamens, anthers are dor 

sifixed, narrow deltoid in shape, 200A to 200B in 
color and 2 mm in length, filaments are 3 mm in length 
and NN155C in color, pollen is very low in quantity 
and 164D in color. 

Gynoecium.-1 pistil, stigma is narrow club-shaped 
with an obtuse apex, 6 mm in length, and 157D in 
color, style is an average of 6 mm in length and 157D 
in color, ovary is 145B in color. 

Fruit description: 
Tipe. Berry. 
Number:-1 to 2 per lateral branch. 
Fruit size.—Average of 1.2 cm (excluding persistent 

style; 1.5 cm inclusive) and 1.5 cm in width NN155B 
and very slightly tinged in areas with 159B to 159C. 

Fruit surface. Matte. 
Fruit shape. Rounded with indented apex and 5 

extended tips. 
Seeds. Numerous dust-like seeds, less than 0.3 m in 

length and width, 199B to 199D in color. 
It is claimed: 
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Gaultheria plant named 

SPECGP11 as herein illustrated and described. 
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