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This invention relates to closures for aper-
tures in containers, packages and the like.
An object of the invention is to provide a
closure which may be adjusted to form a
pouring aperture when in one position and
which may expose an opening sufficiently
large to receive a speon or the like when in
another position, and which will maintain
the container in a substantially sealed condi-

tion when closed, so that the contents will

not be spilled or exposed to the air.

Another object 1§ to provide a closure
which may be economically manufactured.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction, as will be more fully
described and particularly pointed out in
the apperded claims.

In the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a container provided with a closure in
partially opened position,

Figure 2 is a cross section taken on lina
2—2 of Figure 1, .

Figure 3 is a cross section view similar
to Figure 2 of a slightly modified form,

Figure 4 is a cross sectional view of the’
same inodified form taken on the line 4—4 of
Figure 3, while :

Figure 5 is a cross sectional view of the
same modified form taken on the line 5—5
of Figure 3. -

The cylindrical container 1 has a perma-
nent top 2 provided with a rectangular aper-
ture 3. Ears 4 project from the edges 5 of
the top 2 into said aperture 3, while notches
6 are formed in the edges b of the top 2
to the rear of the ears 4. A slidable closure
7 has ears 8 at its inner end 9 and a turned
down edge 10 at its outer end. The inner
end 9 of the slidable closure 7 is inserted in
the notches 6 so that it underlaps the edges5
while the ears 8 of the closure 7 are posi-
tioned to overlap the edges 5, thereby caus-
ing a frictional engagement of the closure
with the top when in any adjusted position.
The edge of the inner end 9 of the closure 7
preferably cverlaps the edge 11 of the rec-

tangular aperture when in closed position, "

while the turned-down edge 10 of the closure
7 engages a side of the container 1 to limit
the inward movement of the closure. A
notch 12 in the inner end 9 of the slidable
closure 7 cooperates with a notch 13 in the
edge 11 of the permanent top 2 to form a
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pouring aperture when the slidable closure 7
is slightly withdrawn. The closure 7 may be

further withdrawn until its ears 8 come in

contact with the ears 4 of the permanent
top 2, thereby providing an opening suffi-
cient for the insertion of a spoon or the like.

Figures 3, 4 and 5 embody a slightly mod-
ified form of my invention in that the edges
5 of the top 2 are slightly stepped or raised
as shown at 14 while the inner end 9 in-
cluding the ears 8 of the closure 7 are sufli-
ciently stepped or raised as shewn at 15 so
that the closure proper is disposed beneath
the raised edges 5 while the inner end 9 of
the closure is disposed above. the edge 11
of the top 2, thereby causing a tighter fit
between the slidable closure and the per-
manent top. ' :

What I claim as my invention is:

1. The combination with a container hav-
ing a rectangular opening in a wall thereof,
the edge of said opening having a notch
therein of a width less than that of said
opening, of ears projecting within said open-
ing from opposite edges thereof, and a clo-
sure engaged below said ears and above said
first-mentioned edge, and slidable to and
from said notched edge and forming, in
one position of its sliding travel, a pouring
aperture jointly with said notch. ,

2. The combination with a container hav-
ing an opening in a wall thereof, and having
a pair of ears projecting into said opening
from two of its opposite margins, of a slid-
ing closure for said opening having oppo-
site margins engaged beneath said ears, said
closure having a pair of ears engaging above
said opposite margins of said opening.

3. The combination set forth in claim 2,
the ears of said closure being engageable
through sliding of said closure with the ears
of said wall to limit such sliding.

4. The combination with a container hav-
ing an opening in a wall thereof, and hav-
ing a pair of ears projecting into said open-
ing from opposite margins thereof, and
notches formed in sald margins to the rear
of said ears and a transverse margin of the
opening, of a closure having opposite edges
engaged in said notches and beneath said
ears, and formed with a pair of ears pro-
jecting from said edges and slidably engag-
ing above said margins of the opening.

5. The combination with a container hav-
ing an opening in a wall thereof, of a slid-
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ing closure for said opening having a mar-
gin variably spaced in different positions of
the closure from a margin of said opening
to vary the effective size of said opening, one
of said margins being formed with a notch
opening directly toward the other of said
margins, relatively small in dimensions in
comparison with the diameter of said open-
ing, forming a reduced outlet when said mar-

10 gins are adjacent to each other. <

6. The combination with a container hav-
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ing an opening in a wall thereof, of a slid-
ing closure for said opening, said closura
and opening having marging variably spaced
by sliding of said closure, each of said mar-
gins being formed with a notch relatively

15

small in dimensions in comparison with the

diameter of said opening, said notches co-
acting when said margins are adjacent to
form a reduced outlet for the container. -
In testimony whereof T affix my signature.
WILLIAM F. DOWNING, Jr.
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