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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES BAILLIE HAM 

ILTON, of University College, Oxford, Oxford 
county, England, have invented Improve 
ments in the Construction of Strings to be 
used for Musical Instruments, of which the following is a specification: 
This invention has for its object to furnish 

strings for musical instruments, whereby the 
power of resisting the tension is greatly in 
creased, and the musical tone of the string 
is much improved. To this end my inven 
tion consists of a string for musical instru 
ments, composed of a coiled wire or metallic 
strip flattened in a direction parallel with the 
axis of the coil, thereby producing the results 
before mentioned. 
In the drawings, Figures 1 and 2 represent 

my improved strings for musical instruments. 
The string is made of wire, which is flat 

tened and coiled, the flattened portions being 
in a line parallel with the axis of the coil, this 
being accomplished by drawing or pressing 
the Wire to the required shape. The flattened 
Wire may be coiled upon a mandrel or core, 
or by other suitable means, and when the core 

is withdrawn it will leave the wire in the form 
of the loaded string of a piano - forte. The 
string is stretched upon the sounding-board 
in the usual Way, and can be applied as well 
to percussion-stringed instruments as to those 
in which a free reed and string are used in 
combination. --- 

By constructing the string of a coiled wire 
flattened in a direction parallel to the axis of 
the core, the power of resisting the tension to 
which the string is subjected is greatly in 
creased over those strings which are made 
from a simple piece of coiled wire, circular or 
in cross-section. 
I claim- - - - 

A string for musical instruments, composed 
of a coiled wire or metallic strip flattened in 
a direction parallel with the axis of the coil, 
in the manner and for the object specified. 
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