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This invention relates to a hernia control pad.

The object of the invention is to provide a pad which
is adapted to be worn by persons who are suffering from
hernia.

Another object of the invention is to provide a hernia
control pad which includes a body that is adapted to be
made of a suitable yieldable material such as sponge rub-
ber, the pad including a portion or element which is
recessed so that it will receive a hernia, there being an
air chamber arranged within the pad whereby the pad can
be worn or used with greater efficiency or comfort.

Another object of the invention is to provide a hernia
control pad which is extremely simple and inexpensive to
manufacture.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent during
the course of the following description.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part of this
application, and in which like numerals are used to desig-
nate like parts throughout the same.

Figure 1 is a fragmentary elevational view illustrating
the hernia control pad of the present invention.

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 2—2 of
Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3—3 of
Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4
of Figure 2.

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—5 of
Figure 2.

Figure 6 is a front elevational view of the hernia control
‘pad, with parts broken away and in section.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the numeral 10
-designates the hernia pad of the present invention and the
pad 10 includes a base 11 that may be secured to the
supporting strap 13 in any suitable manner, as for example
by means of the screws or bolts 18, Figure 2.

The base 11 is provided with a central opening 12 which
registers with an opening 14 and the strap 13, and there
is further provided a flexible covering member 15 which
has its edge portion 16 seated between and secured be-
tween a plate 17 and the base 11.

The plate 17 is provided with a central opening 19
which registers with the opening 12 in the base 11,
and the plate 17 is further provided with a plurality of
spaced apart apertures 20 which are spaced around the
opening 19, Figures 2 and 3.

Arranged contiguous to the plate 17 is the first section
21 of a body which may be made of sponge rubber, and
the body is arranged within the covering 15. The first
section 21 is provided with a central opening 22 which
registers with the opening 19 in the plate 17. Arranged
contiguous to the other side of the first section 21 is a plate
23 which is provided with a plurality of spaced apart aper-
tures or openings 24, Figure 4. The central portion of a
second section 28 is cut away as at 25 so as to define an air
chamber, and the second section 28 is arranged con-
tiguous to the first section 21. A plate 26 is arranged
on the opposite side of the section 28 from the plate 23,
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and the plate 2§ is provided with a plurality of spaced
apart openings or apertures 27, Figure 5.

Arranged adjacent to the second section 28 is a third
section 29, and positioned contiguous to the third section
29 is a fourth section 30. The section 30 is provided with
a central cutout or opening 31, and seated in the central
cutout 31 in the fourth section 39 is a plug or body mem-
ber 32 which is also made of sponge rubber or the like.
A support member 33 is arranged adjacent the outer sur-
face of the body member 32, and the support member 33
has its outer surface recessed or cut away as at 34 so that
the hernia will be snugly engaged or received thereby.

From the foregoing, it is apparent that there has been
provided a pad which is especially suitable for use in con-
trolling hernias or the like. In use the pad is assembled or
fabricated as shown in the drawings, and the straps 13 are
arranged in engagement with the wearer’s or user’s body so
that the pad 19 will be retained in its proper position. The
pad is provided with the outer covering 15 which can be
made of a suitable yieldable fabric, and the fabric 15
has its portion 16 secured between the plate 17 and the
base 1i. Arranged within the covering 15 is a plurality
of sections which are made of a suitable yieldable or re-
silient material such as sponge rubber. Thus, there is
arranged within the covering 15 a support member 33
which is provided with the outer recessed area 34 that
snugly receives or engages the hernia so that the pad can
be worn with increased confort or effectiveness. There
is further provided the air space 25 and the plurality of
apertures such as the apertures 24 and 27 whereby air can
circulate through the body so as to prevent overheating
or perspiration and so as to increase the inherent resiliency
thereof. The parts can be secured together in any suitable
manner, as for example, the parts can be secured together
by an adhesive, and as previously described the sections
which are arranged in the covering 15 may be made of
sponge rubber which is porous.

The pad of the present invention is especially suitable
for use in treating and reducing ruptures or hernias. The
hernia pad of the present invention is constructed so that it
swings or moves with the body movement of the wearer so
as to exert a counter pressure at the particular angle which
the wearer’s body exerts pressure against the pad so that
the hernia will be held in its proper place along with the
bedy tissue. The recess portion 34 of the support mem-
ber 33 defines a cup which fits over the hernia so as to
prevent the hernia from slipping into the canal which
lies between the two hernia reins. The body of the device
is preferably made of sponge rubber which is provided
with a plurality of air cells therein, and the varicus parts
can be secured together in any suitable manner, as for
example by means of a suitable cement or adhesive. The
plates can be made of any suitable material such as stiff
cardboard. The covering 15 is made of a flexible soft
material and the covering 15 can be held in place by any
suitable means. Instead of using the straps 13, any type
of suitable securing means can be provided for fastening
the pad to the wearer’s body. The hernia pad of the
present invention will bring the hernia together and at
the same time keep it pushed back in the abdominal walls.
The air pocket 25 within the pad helps to insure that the
pad will have the proper resiliency and also insure that the
pad will not become overheated. The pad is extremely
light in weight and the support member 33 is free to rotate
in the opening 31 so that the pad can be worn with greater
comfort or facility. Also, the pad can be produced at a
very low cost.

The various sections of the pad can be molded or other-
wise formed from sponge rubber or other suitable material.
The covering 15 is of a type which permits air to penetrate
therethrough so as to prevent perspiration or overheating
from irritating the user’s body. The air chamber 25 pro-
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- vides a space which coacts With the registering openings
22,19 and 12 whereby the pad will be kept expanded .

since air will be permitted to move therethrough
_ I claim:
1. :In"a herpia pad; albase provided with a central open-

ing therein, a first pldté arranoed contrguous fo said base -

and provufe’d withiza central opening registering with the
opemngﬁm “said base; theré being ‘a plurality of . apertures
in “said - plate arranged in spaced apart “relation” around
said” central opening, a’flexible coyering having . its end
portlon seated sbetween and secured -between- said plate
and base, a yleldable body ‘arranged in-said covering and
including a first section” atranged contlguous to said: plate
' '#nd provided with ‘a central opening registering with said
-Jast named opemnvs a‘second section arranged contigious
to said first section and provided.with an enlarged cutout
deﬁmng an”air ‘chamber, a third section -arranged. con-
. tiguous:to said second ‘section, plates interposed between

e

’and provxded with a central opening reglstermg with'the -
opening in said base, there:being a plurality of apertures:in

_said plate arranged in spaced apart relation around-said

central opening, a flexible covering having its end portion -

- seated between and secured betwéen said plate. and base,

a yieldable body arranged in said covering and includinga -
first section arranged contiguous to said plate.and provided-

- with a central opening reglstennv with said last named
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openings; a second section arranged contiguous to said first
section and provided with an enlarged cufout defining an
air chamber, a third section arranged contiguous to said .

-second ‘section, plates interposed between said first -and

" second $ection, ‘and bétween: said second and third sec-
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said:first-and second section, and ‘betwéen said second and-

‘third sections, and said ‘plate.being arranged on opposite

- sidés of said air-chamber and said last named plate having
a plurality of apertures herein, a fourth section arranged
contiguous tosaid third section and provided with an en-
‘larged central Tecess, 2 -body member- seated in:said.last
named récess,.and a support member arranged contiguous
10'said. body meémber, said support. member: being provided
with: an’ outer recessed end for- engacernent with the
Jlerma
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tions, and said plates being arranged on opposite sides of .- °
said air chamber “and ™ said last"named plate having a’ .

plurality of apertures therein, a fourth section arranged .
contiguous to said third. section and provided with an
enlarged central recess, a “body member seated in -said
tast named’ recess, “and’ a support mémber’ arranged ‘Con-
figuous to said body member, said support member béing

) ‘provided with an outer recessed end for engagément’ W1th -

25 .

2. In ahernia pad, a base provided Wlth a central open~ -

mg thereln a. ﬁrst plate arranged contiguous to said base
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the herma, sald body bemg made of sponge rubber
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