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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALDEMAR JAN SEN, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, Astoria, borough of 
Queens, in the county of Queens and State 
of New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Bar Appliance, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to bar appliances, my 

more particular purpose being to provide an 
attachment to be used in connection with 
taps for barrels, and especially beer barrels. 
As is well known in this art, barrels con 

taining beer also contain gas under pressure 
and it is desirable that this gas shall not be 
allowed to escape. It is also desirable in 
many instances to pump air into the beer 
barrel under pressure. 

In order to tap a barrel either for drawing 
() off beer Ol' for forcing air into the barrel, an 
instrument known in the art as a “tap' is 
usually employed. The barrel is generally 
provided with a metal sleeve and with a 
stopple or bung fitted tightly into this sleeve, 
the bung being of wood and of proper form 
to enable its middle portion to be displaced. 
The tap, being centered upon the bung, is 
driven in by aid of a mallet so as to dislodge 
its central portion, thereby leaving a wooden 
ring around the entering portion of the tap. 
This ring, because of its compressibility, al 
lows the tap to be driven some little distance 
inward and in consequence of the compres 
Sion of the Wood is adapted to become air 
tight and gastight within the barrel. It is 
a matter of common knowledge, however, 
that bungs do not work as well in practice as 
in theory. They frequently split, so that 
when the tap is driven into proper position, 
the gases are liable to escape. To prevent 
this is a purpose of my invention. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this speci 
fication, in which similar characters of ref. 
erence indicate corresponding parts in all 
the figures. 

Figure 1 is a view partly in side elevation 
and partly in Section, showing a tap pro 
vided with my appliance and driven into a 
barrel SO as to form a gastight closure for 
the same: Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, 
but showing a different adjustment of the 
clamping ring and gasket; the gastight fit 
being, in this instance, complete without the 
aid of the gasket; Fig. 3 is a plan view of 
the adjustable collar to be carried by the tap 

and used when desired for tightening the 
gasket; and Fig. 4 is a detail showing the 
rubber gasket alone. 
The tap is shown at 4 and is provided with 

a frusto-conical portion 5 which is to be 
driven into the barrel. The tap 4 is further 
provided with two anvil portions, one of 
which is shown at 6. At 7, 8 are nipples 
whereby pipes may be connected with the 
tap for forcing air into the latter or for 
drawing beer or other liquid from it. A set 
collar is shown at 9 and is provided with a 
beveled edge 10. Thumb screws 11, 11 ex 
tend radially through the collar 9 and are 
adapted to bear against the frusto-conical 
portion 5. At 12 is a gasket made of soft 
rubber and provided with a portion 13 which 
fits the beveled portion 10 of the collar. 
The thumb screw 11 is cut off, as shown in 
Fig. 3, to allow the tap to be placed close up 
to the rim of the barrel, where the bung is 
sometimes placed. By shortening the screw 
11 the set collar can be moved up or down 
past the rim. 
At 14 is shown the head of a beer barrel 

or keg and extending through this head is a 
metallic sleeve 15 provided upon its outer 
edge with a flange 16. At 17 is shown a 
bung made of wood and adapted to fit 
tightly within the sleeve 15. This bung is 
in practice usually bored nearly through. 
The operation of my device is as follows: 

The frusto-conical portion 5 of the tap is 
placed against the bung 17 and by strokes 
of a mallet upon the anvil portions 6, the tap 
is driven in, the middle portion of the bung 
being displaced and dropping into the barrel. 
It frequently happens, however, that the 
bung 17 is split during this operation or, as 
sometimes happens, the material composing 
it may be already damaged. The result is it 
leaks, and the gas pressure tends to escape 
through it. To prevent this is the purpose 
of the collar 9 and gasket 12. The collar 9 
is carried upon the frusto-conical portion 5 
of the tap and is not brought into actual 
use unless needed. That is to say, it is nor 
mally carried in the position indicated in 
Fig. 2 and need not be moved downwardly 
unless there is an escape of gas either actual 
or threatening. When, however, this is the 
case, the operator, after driving the frusto 
conical member 5 into the position indicated 
in Fig. 2, loosens the thumb screws 10 and 
moves the collar downward, so that the gas 
ket 12 rests upon the flange 16. The oper 
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ator now presses the collar 9 down hard so 

10 

15 

as to force the gasket tightly against the 
flange 16. He next turns the thumb screws 
11, 11, and this, by virtue of the inclination 
of the frusto-conical portion 5, tends to force 
the collar 9 down still tighter upon the gas 
ket. The turning of the screws against the 
tapered surface of the frusto-conical portion 
5, simply causes the collar 9 to move slightly 
downward upon the principle that the 
frusto-conical portion 5 acts like a wedge, 
and pressure of the screws against it tends 
to move the screws toward the apex or thin 
nest portion of the wedge. The screws be 
ing thus tightened, another blow or two of 
the mallet upon the anvils 6 compresses the 
rubber ring 12 to an extent sufficient to 
prevent any leakage of gas, air or liquid 
through the bung 17. 
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Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent: 

1. In a tap, the combination of a body 
member provided with a frusto-conical por 
tion, a collar encircling said frusto-conical 
portion, screws extending through said col 
lar and bearing against said frusto-conical 
portion for the purpose of moving said col 
lar toward the smaller end of said frusto 
conical portion, and a gasket encircling said 
frusto-conical portion and adapted to be 
spread by pressure of said collar. . 

2. The combination of a tap, a collar en 
circling the same and provided with a bev 
eled edge, a gasket encircling said tap and 
provided with a beveled edge mating said 
beveled edge of said collar, and means car 
ried by said collar and controllable at the 
will of the operator for moving said collar 
relatively to said tap in the general direc 
tion of the length of said tap for the pur 
pose of compressing said gasket. - 
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3. The combination of a tap provided 
with a conical portion to be driven into a 
barrel or the like, a collar mounted upon 
said portion, a gasket mounted upon said 
portion and disposed in close proximity to 
said collar, and means carried by said col 
lar for exerting pressure upon said conical 
portion in order to move said collar rela 
tively to said conical portion. 

4. The combination of a tap provided 
with a conical portion to be driven into a 
barrel or the like, a collar loosely encircling 
said conical portion, and screws extending 
radially inward and engaging said collar, 
said screws also engaging said conical por 
tion. 

5. The combination of a tap provided 
with a conical portion to be driven into a 
bung, a collar encircling said conical por 
tion, a gasket encircling said conical por 
tion and normally holding said collar in a 
predetermined position of inactivity, and 
thumb screws engaging said collar and also ?i 
engaging said conical portion. 

6. The combination of a tap provided 
with a conical portion to be driven into a 
bung, a collar encircling said conical por 
tion, a gasket encircling said conical portion 
and normally holding said collar in a pre 
determined position of inactivity, and thumb 
screws engaging said collar and also engag 
ing said conical portion, one of said thumb 
screws being cut away to allow it to pass 
an obstacle. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

WALDEMAR, JANSEN. 
Witnesses: 

WALTON HARRISON, 
PHILIP D. RoLLHAUs. 
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