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A substantially pure, novel megakaryocyte amplifier protein which has a molecular weight of 25,000 + 8,000 as deter-
mined by gel filtration and an isoelectric point of 8 + I as determined by isoelectric electrophoresis, can be discriminated from
human erythropoietin, interleukin 1, interleukin 1, interleukin 6 and interleukin 7, does not have any megakaryocyte colony sti-
mulating factor activity, and can activate megakaryocyte amplification. This protein can be produced by the cell culture or genetic
engineering technologies. Since it has activities of promoting megakaryocyte amplification and increasing platelets in the peri-
pheral blood, it is effective in preventing and treating thrombocytopenia. o
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