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1 Claim. (CL 2—38)

This invention relates to new and useful im-
brovements in a corset or the like foundation.gar-
ment.

More specifically, the invention proposes: the

construction of a corset-or ‘the like foundation
garment characterized by a strip of cloth material
formed from several sections in a longitudinal

line for encircling one’s body; and. which -is pro- -
‘vided at its adjacent free ends with a novel means
for closing the strip of material for ‘holding the‘

same in position upon- the body.

Still further it is proposed to characterize the:

holding means by stationary hook fasteners
mounted ¢n the ends of the strip above the hori-

zontal "center thereof -ang by slide: fasteners.
mounted on the ends of the strip below the hori~"

zontal center thereof. :
Still further it is proposed to provide a means
for adjustably connecting together the adjacent

back edges of the sections forming “said’ cloth.

strip for psrmitting the diameter of said garment
to be adjusted so as to he capable of engagement
upon different people. L :

. Sill further it is:proposed to provide a. means
for. adjustably .connecting the stringers " of  the
slide fastener to the edge portions of said strips

- for assisting in controlling the ‘diameter of the

30:.

garment.

For further comprehension of:the "invention,

and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref-
erence will be had to the following description and

accompanying drawings, and to the appended
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claim in which the various novel features of: the
invention are more particularly set forth.

' In the accompanying drawings forming a ma-
terial ‘part of this disclosure: ‘ L

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a-corset or the
like foundation garment constructed according
to this invention. 5 ;

Fig. 2'is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing the
front of the garment in the open position.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view on the line
3—3 of Fig. 1. :

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view on the line .

4—4 of Fig. 1. ‘
Fig. 5 is a view similar to a portion of Fig. 1
but illustrating a modification of the invention.
‘Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view on the line
line 6-—6 of Fig. 5.

Fig. 7 is a partial rear elevational view of a gar-

ment constructed according to a still further mod-
ification of the invention;

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig, 7 illustrating a
further modification of the invention.

The corset or the like foundation garment com-

prises a strip of cloth material {8 for encircling
the body. . The strip of cloth material is formed
from several sections’ §82. in longitudinal line.
A means is provided for adjustably connecting the

back wvertical edge portiens (82 in stuch g manner §°

that the diameter thereof may be adjusted for
increasing or decreasing the same ‘to meet var-
ious requirements.” . .

The means for adjustably connecting ‘together

the ‘back vertical edge ‘portions -of the sections 10

182 comprises a lace 1§ which is adapted to be
passed through'openings 12 formed along the ver~
tical edge portions of ‘the section 02, The lace

 Vimay be shifted for inereasing or decreasing the
space between these vertical edge portions of the 15

sections for increasing or decreasing the diameter

thereof. R o
Reinforcement stays are mounted on the strip

for supporting portions of one’s body.” At the top

of the strip, elastic members {3 are connected be~: 20

tween portions of the strip for compressing the
abdomen. - Below these elastic members: non-
elastic material 14 is securely attached at one edge
to a portion of the cloth strip 10 and its free edge-

is connected with' an elastic member 45 which in " 25

turn has- its frée edge connected to .still ‘another
portion of the cloth strip 18 for assisting " the
corset. in"shaping ‘and compressing the. thighs.
Longitudinal bone or-spring steel stays 18 are

mounted along the vertical length of the garment. 30

and are securely.attached in position by means

of stitches IT. : : D ‘
Garter support elements (8 are securely attach-

ed to the bottom edges of the cloth strip:material

for:properly supporting stockings, and still other 35

garter support elements 18 are attached to the

‘non-elastic material 14 at the bottom edge thera--

of. These support elemerits 18 also assist in sup-
porting ‘the stockings. : ‘
Stationary hook fasteners are mounted on the. 4g:

- ends of the sections 10= forming the cloth strip'ig

above-the horizontal center of the strip for clos-
ing the top portion of the garment. Thege sta-
tionary fasteners are at the front of the garment
and comprise strips of rigid material 20 attached 45
to the edge portions of the sections 102 and upon
which the hook fasteners are mounted, Headed
studs 21 are mounted on the strip of rigid ma-
terial at one side of the front opening and are
adapted to be engagéd by complementary eyelets ‘50
22 attached to the other strip of rigid material for
holding ‘the top portion of the garment in-its
closed position. ‘ ‘

A slide fastener 23 is mounted on the adjacent
edge portions of the sections g forming- the 55
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strip 10 beldw the horizontal center of the strip

for closing the bottom portion of the garment.’

The slide fastener is characterized by stringer

- elements 23 securely attached to the edge por-
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tions of the sections 102, Hookless fasteners 23b
are mounted on the free edges of the stringers 232
and a control slide 23c is provided for engaging
and disengaging the hookless fasteners 23 for
opening and closing the said garment.

The edge portions of the sections {02 forming
the garment is of double layer material as clearly
shown in Fig. 3, and the edge portions of the
stringers 232 are inserted between the layers and
extend therefrom. A double layer covering strip
24 is securely attached at one of its edges to the
edge portion of one of the sections 192 and is
adapted to extend across the back face of the

slide fastener in the closed position of the gar-
ment for preventing these slide fasteners from

coming in direct contact with the body.

The operation of this device is as follows:

The stationary hook fasteners -are mounted
on the upper ends of the sections of the gar-
ment for opening the top portion of said garment
and the control slide 23¢ of the slide fastener
23 is moved downwards to open the bottom por-
tion of the garment. The garment is then po-
sitioned on the body and the eyelets 22 are en-
gaged on the headed studs 21 for closing the
top portion of the garment to position the same
upon the body. The control slide 23¢ is moved
to-its closed position for closing the hbottom
portion of the garment and to assist the sta-
tionary hook fasteners in: properly holding the
garment in position upon the body. The garter
support elements {8 and 19 may then be en-
gaged with the top of the hose for also holding
these in their proper position. ‘

According to the modification shown in Figs.

- 5 and 6, a2 means is provided for adjustably con-

necting the stringers 232 of the slide fastener 23
with the edge portions of the sections 102 form-
ing the cloth strip 10 for permitting the diameter
of the bottom portion of the garment to be in-

~‘creased or decreased as desired.

This means includes the stringers 232 which
are provided with openings 25.  The edge por-
tions of the stringers 232 are inserted between
the double layer of material 26 which is free

. at -its adjacent edge portions for forming a

pocket into which the free edge of the stringers
may be engaged. A portion 102 of the sections
102 forming the garment extend into the pockets
26 formed by the double layer of material. This

- inwardly extending portion 102 is provided with

a vertical line of openings 27 arranged in aligned
positions with the openings 25. A lace 28 is
adapted to be passed through the openings 25
and 21 for connecting the stringers 232 to the
edge portions of the sections 10* and is capable
of being ‘adjusted for increasing the space be-
tween the adjacent edge portions of the stringers
232 and the section 102 for increasing the diam-

eter of the bottom portion of the garment.

‘28.
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Thus when the garment is positioned upon
the body and it is found that the bot-
tom portion thereof is too tight, the diam-
eter thereof may be increased by bending the
panels forming the pocket 26 back fo permit
the lace 28 to be adjusted to increase the space
between  the adjacent edge portions of the
stringers 232 and the section 182, In other re-
spects this form of the invention is similar to
the previous form.

According to the modification shown in Fig. 7,
the adjacent back edge portions of the sections

102 forming the cloth strip I8 are fixedly con-

nected together by means of a line of stitches
These stitches 29 take the place of the lace
{1 used in the previous forms of the invention
and in other respects it is similar to the previous
form.

According to the modification shown in Fig. 8,
the stitches 28 for connecting the back edge
portions of the sections 102 extend only partially

to the bottom of the garment and a slide fastener

30 is provided for connecting the remaining
portions of the sections 102, In other respects
this form of the invention is similar to that
described relative to Fig. 7.

While I have illustrated and described the pre-
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ferred embodiments of my invention, and of the

objects and advantages thereof, reference will

be had to the following description and accom-
panying drawings, and to the appended claim
in which the various novel features of the inven-
tion are more particularly set forth.

Having thus described my invention, what I

claim as new, and desire to secure by United

States Letters Patent is:
A foundation garment of cloth material hav-
ing a vertical opening along the median line

thereof, the material adjacent each edge of the

opening having vertical strips of cloth secured
to the inner and outer sides thereof and ex-
tending partially across said opening, the upper
portion of the free edges of said inner and
outer strips being secured together and having
separable fastener elements permanently at-

tached thereto for closing the upper portion of
the garment, the lower free vertical edge por--

tions of said strips being unconnected, a slide
fastener for. closing the lower portion of said
garment, said slide fastener having stringer ele-
ments, and adjustable means normally covered

by said strips for connecting the stringer ele-’
ments of said slide fastener to the lower vertical

edge portions of said material, said means com-
prising rows of eyelets adjacent the edges of
said material and said stringers, respectively, and
3 lacing engageable through said eyelets, whereby
the distance between said stringers and said ma-
terial may be altered for adjusting the circum-

ference of the lower portion of said garment.

MARTIN GROSS.
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