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1 Claim.

This invention relates to tape holders and more
especially to a tape holder of the type having a
cutting or tearing device as a part of its structure,
especially adapted to the efficient and conven-
ient dispensing of adhesive tape and goods of
similar form. It isan object of this invention to
provide a tape holder with cutting means detach-
ably secured thereto which can be installed after
the tape is wound onto the spool, and which can
be removed from a spool of adhesive tape after
the tape has been exhausted therefrom and rein-
serted on a new spool filled with a new supply of
adhesive tape.

Some of the objects of the invention having
been stated, other objects will appear as the
description proceeds when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a spool of adhesive
tape with my invention attached thereto;

Figure 2 is an elevation of the spool and cutting
ineans taken along the line 2—2 in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along the line
3—3 in Figure 2;

Figure 4 is an elevation similar to Figure 2 but
showing a portion broken away and showing how
the device would be used in the hand of an opera-
tor; -
Figure 5 is a view taken along the line 5—35 in
Figure 4.

Referring more specifically to the drawings, the
numerals 18 and (i indicate the end plates or
neads of a spool which are annular and a barrel
portion 12 is inserted through these heads 10 and
{I and the ends of the barrel portion and the
inner portions of the heads 18 and 11 are seamed
together as at (3.

The peripheries of the heads 1§ and 1 are
rolled upon themselves as at 14 to provide a bead
around the periphery of each of the heads {8
and (1. This is a conventional type of spool onto
which adhesive tape is wound. This roll of adhe-
sive tape is indicated at 15 and in removing a
piece of tape from the roll, the customary prac-
tice is to unwind the desired length and then to
cut it with a pair of scissors or to tear it. I have
provided means whereby a simple device can be
attached to the beads 14 for cutting this tape in
a very efficient manner.

1 provide a member 16 having spring clamp
portions IT and I8 at the ends thereof which are
adapted to be slipped over and clampingly engage
the beads 14 of the heads 10 and i1 of the spool.
To this member 18 is welded or otherwise secured
a leaf spring member 20 and near the free end
of the leaf spring member 20 it is doubled upon
itself as at 21 to provide a stop so that when it
is pressed inwardly against the roll of tape, it
will pirich and bind the tape at the point where
it separates from the roll and hold it against fur-
ther unwinding. The member 20 projects for-
wardly beyond the projection 21 and has a down-

(CL

[

10

20

25

30

40

45

55

60

164—384.5)

turned sharpened blade portion 22 which occupies
a position in spaced relation to the roll 1§ so
that when the projection 21 is against the roll of
tape, the knife 22 will be spaced from the roll
of tape, and the piece of tape which has been
unwound from the roll can be easily cut by giving
a sidewise pull on the tape to engage it with the
knife 22 to cut the same.

It is thus seen that I have provided a tape
cutter for adhesive tape spools and the like which
can be quickly inserted on a new roll of tape and
which can be quickly removed from an exhausted
spool snd clamped onto another spool for use
many times on various spools.

In the drawings and specification there has
been set forth a preferred embodiment of the
invention, and although specific terms are
employed, they are used in a generic and descrip-
tive sense only, and not for purposes of limita-
tion, the scope of. the invention being defined in
the claim.

I claim:

A tape cutter for a spool having a hollow barrel
member around which a supply of adhesive tape
is disposed, said barrel member having heads at
opposed ends thereof, and each of said heads
having a peripheral flange, said tape cutter com-
prising a ftransverse plate, the outer ends of said
plate having reversely curved portions for clamp-
ingly engaging the outer edges of said peripheral
flanges, a leaf spring having one end thereof
rigidly secured to said transverse plate, said leal
spring having an inwardly directed U-shaped
projection intermediate the ends thereof, said
U-shaped projection and the free end of said leaf
spring normelly lying in a plane outside the area
defined by said peripheral flanges, the outer free
end of said leaf spring being sharpened and
turned inwardly towards the barrel member and
forming a cutting edge, whereby said leaf spring
may be pressed inwardly to cause the U-shaped
projection to engage the tape disposed on the
barrel member after a length of tape has been
withdrawn from the barrel.
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