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1,020,930. GARMENT-CLOSER. Josern
Hueues, New York, N. Y. Filed Oct. 6,
1911, Serial No. 653,115, ’

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josern Hucurs, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York city, in the county of New
Yok and State of New York, have invented
cerfain new and useful Tmprovements in
Garment-Closers, of which the following i
a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
garment-closers, and it consists in the novel
features and structure hereinafter described,

and particularly pointed out in the claims.

! The invention 1s not limited to use with

any special garment, but, for illustration, I

»resent the same herein ns applied to a

ady’s waist for closing the back thercof

and maintaining the same in closed position.

S

t the nse of buttons and hutton-holes or hooks
k and eves or like separable fastening devices
commonly employed on waists, and espe-

beially to ohviate the inconveniences which
arise with the use of snch devices, in secur-
ing the waist in closed position and in re-
leasing the same for removal.

In accordance with my invention T pro-
 vide, cither directly or gy altached strips,
i on the verlienl matching edges of the back
| seetions of the waist, beadings of braid,

cord or the like, and also a series of articu-
Patedd or somewhat  flexibly  connected-to-
i gether slide-clasps which may be moved

e
vadong both said beadings to connect said

One object of my invention is to aveid '

Uhack sections and close the waist by pres- !

csure applied at the lower end thereof and
Cinitiated  from cords which may  extend
around to the front or opposite sides of the
waist in convenient position to be operated,
the cords when pul‘)'d in opposite lateral
directions serving tomoven follower ngainst
the lower end of the series of clasps and
cause such clasps to slide upwardly on said
Leadings and gradually close the edges of

the back sections of the waist townrd each

other and bind them in their closed relation. -

After the waist has been closed by the up-
ward movement of the series of c]nsps, the

operating cords may be tied around the:

waist nnd thus be conveniently disposed of.
When it is desived to remove the waist the
wearer will free the outer ends of the op-
crating cords and tanke hold of the lower
end of the series of clasps and draw the Iat-
ter downwardly along the aforesaid bead-
ings, thus releasing the back sections of the
waist and permitling the removal of the
“antter, snid clasp sections as they leave the
| beadings on {he waist passing onto and
i along said operating cords, which, when the

b

fwaist is entirely open, will earry said clasps,

i_
f
|
|
{
:
|
|
|

The operating cords will be connected with
lower projecling extremitics of the bead-
ings, and henee the clasps when on the cords
may be readily guided upwardly thereby to
engage the beadings on and close the waist
and conveniently slid downwardly from the
beadings to open the waist without becom-

“ing entirely detached thevefrom.

The invention will be fully understood

tfrom the detailed description hercinafter

, pnnylng

presented, reference being had to the accom-
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is n back view of a wyist
equipped with closing and fastening de-

. vices emnbodying my invention, the two back

scctions of the waist being shown as closed
nnd the concealing flap on one of the back
sections being illustrated as turned out-
wardly to some extent to expose: said de-
vices; Fig. 2 is an enlarged detached view
of a porlion of two corresponding strips
having beadings at their adjoining edges
and to be secured to the back-sections of
the waist for receiving my fastening de-
vices; IFig, 3 is a corresponding view, partly
in section, of the same, with the outer por-
tions of the clasps cut away and the clasps
shown ns slid downwardly to some extent
on said strips; Fig. 4 is an cnlarged hori-
zontal section, through a portion of the
waist, on the dotted line 4—4 of Ifig. 13
I'ig. 5 is a detached perspective view of a
style of button which may be conveniently
attached to the waist for aiding in the con-
trol of the operating cords, and I'ig. 6 is o
view substantially corresponding with Fig.
1 but iHustrating the series of clasps in a
partly operated position. .

In the drawings 10 designates n garment
or waist of any suitable or usual formation
intended to be closed and opened at the
back, 11 the back sections thereof, 12 corre-
sponding vertical strips of fabric stitched to
the adjoining portions of said back-sections
and having beadings 13 at their outer facing
edges, 14 the series of transverse clasps to
slide on said beadings and connect said
back-sections together to close the waist or
release them to permit the waist to open, 15
the operating cords by which said clasps
may be moved upwardly along said bead-
ings to close the garment and. which receive
said clasps when they are slid downwardly
from said beadings to release the garment,
16 lower projecting portions of said bead-
ings to which said cords are connected so
that the cords and beadings may form con-
tinnous runways for said clasps, and 17 a
follower normally strung on sanid cords at
the lower end of the series of clasps and
having rollers 18 against whick the laterally

extending cords may be drawn to eause the
follower to press against the lower end of

A
é&. the series of elasps and compel the latter to
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| slide upwardly from.said cords ontn and
| along said beadings to close the garment.
! The beadings 13 may be formed in any
| suitable manner, as by the well- known
method of cording the edge of a fubric or by
means of braids or in any-of the several
known ways, and these beadings may be
formed on or applied to the fabric of the
garment or on strips of fabric 12 to bo se-!
cured to the gnrment, as may be found. most. !
convenient, tﬁc essentinl consideration being
that the garment along the edges of its sec-
tions to be closed and opened be formed or

rovided with the beadings to be engaged
Ry the clasps 14,

The individual transverse clasps 14 corre-
1 spond with one another and they are articu-
¥ lated or connected together in ono clongated
suitably flexible chain or series by links 19,
which may be of wire or thread or any suit- }
able material, and said clasps 14 are in réa- !

t sonably close relation to one another in se- |
i ries and preferably in end-to-end relation
‘so that their adjoining ends may abut
aeainst one another dnring the closing of
the rarment,  1ach teansverse clasp 14 may |
he in one integral picce of metal, hard rub- |
ber, porcelnin, celluloid, glass or other suit- ;
able material, and has at its opposite verti-
enl edges underent grooves 20, as shown in
IYigr. 4, to engage the beadings 13, said
greooves being open at their outer vertical
cdges, in the form of narrow slots 21, to ad-
mit the fabric back of the beadings 13 of the
carment or strips 12, The clasps 14 consti-
tute an clongated flexible clasp to engage
the beadings 13 and slide thercon for clos-
ing or opening the garment 10, and T prefer- :
ably arrange the clasps 14 in end to end re- ¢
lation so that pressure applied at the lower -
end of the series of clasps may act through
all the clasps, snid clasps pressing against
one another in series. When the clasps 14 |
are held reasonably close together by means |
of the links 19 the line of clasps may have :
some degree of flexibility, but will neverthe- |
less efliciently move along the beadings 13
without buckling to any material extent.
The fact that tﬁc clasps are permitted to
have a slight hinged movement on the links :
19 enables the line of clasps to conform to
the shape of the figure wearing the garment.
The follower 17 may be formed from :
sheet metal with a top and vertical sides, :
the Iatter forming bearings for the ends of
the rollers 18, The top of the follower is
flat. to engnge the lower end of the lower
clasp 14 and has an opening therein, as
shown in IYig. 3, through which the operat-
ing cords 15 extend and which also permits
the follower to move upwardly on or down-
wardly from the extensions 16 of the bead-
ings 18, The invention is not confined in
avery instanee to the employment. of the fol-
lower 17 since the clnsps would be operative
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without it, but the operation of the device as
n whole is improved when the follower 17 is
made use of. ' :

The operating cords 15 are preferably -
strung through eyes 22 formed in the lower
ends of the beading - extensions 16~ and
doubled, as shown, and said cords extend
between the rollers 18 of the follower 17
and are thence carried Iaterally in opposite
directions and inserted through guiding
eyes 23 formed on the outer ends of detach-
able buttons 24 applied to the opposite sides
of the garment 10, .

As may be readily understood on refer-
ence to Ifigs. 1 and 6, the clasps’ 14 are .
wholly on the beadings 13 when they arc
in position holding the garment closed and
are slid downwardly onto the operating cords
15 when drawn downwardly to release the
garment. When the garment is open and
Uit is desired to close the snme the cords 15
!\\'ill he drawn laterally in opposite direc-
‘ tions so as to create n pull against the roll-
| ers 18 and cause the follower 17 to press

upwardly. against the lower clasp 14, The

continned pull on the cords 15 will cause
the follower 17 to travel upwardly on the
cords and force the line of clasps 14 up-
wardly onto and along the beadings 13 to
thereby close the garment, and after the
garment has been sufficiently closed the
wearer may draw the cords 15 around to
the front and tie them abont the waist.
When it is desired to release the garment
the cords 15, if tied at the front, will be
loosened so that they may be free to slide
rearwardly through the eyes 23, and there-
upon the wearer will take hold of the lower
clasp 14 between the thumb and finger and
pull the line of clasps downwardly from off
the beadings 13 and onto the cords 15, TFig,
6 may be regarded as showing the clasps 14
as pulled downwardly to a partial extent
from the beadings 13 or as ilhstruting the
clasps in a pnrtﬁ' operated position or one
in which the clasps have been moved up-
wardly by a Iateral pull in opposite direc-
tions on the cords 15.

My invention dispenses with the use of
buttons and hutton-holes or hooks and ecyes
or like separable fastening devices commonly
employed on garments and removes the in-
conveniences which arise with the use of

such devices in sccuring a waist in closed
position and in releasing the same for re-
moval. A garment may, if desired, be
formed with a flap 25 to conceal the elon-
gated flexible elasp, although such flap con-
stitutes no portion of my present invention.

The beadings 13 may be formed directly
on the fabric of the garment, but preferably
T shall provide them on the strips 12 to be
nt(nclw({ to gnrments.

¥

| I do not limit my invention to the use of
' nny speeinl material in the manufacture of
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1 the parts thereof. The strips 12 may be
formed of silk or any other suitable mate-
rial and the beadings thereon may be formed
in any of many well-known ways. The op-
erating cords 15 may be of cotton, silk or
other suitable material and they constitute
flexible means for operating the elongated
{ clasp-slide, the word “cords” being used
!'in a generic sense and as matter of conven-
1 ience without defining any special material.
| What I claim as my invention and desire
! to secure by Letters Patent, is:
1 1. Closing means for gnrments and the
i like comprising beadings for the adjacent
\ sections thereof and an clongated flexible
| clasp having grooves at its lateral ends to
| engage and slide on said beadings and be-
ing open at their outer edges to admit the
I thickness of the fabric carrying said bead- {
Cings, and operating cords connecled with
Ceaid beadings to receive said elasp in ats in- .
operative position and slide the same onto
snid beadings o ils nll)('rnﬂ\'('. position.

9. Closing means for garments and the
like comprising beadings for the adjacent
coetions thereof and an clongated flexible
clagp having grooves at its Iateral ends to
engage and slide on said headings nnd being
open at their onfer edges to admit tho thick-
noss of the fabrie carrying said beadings,
operating cords conneefed with said head-
ings Lo receive said clasp in its inoperative
yosition and slide the same onto said bead-
ings to its operative position, and a follower
strung on said cords at the lower end of
said clasp to force the clasp to its operative ;
position on the lateral pull of said cords in
opposite directions.

Siened at New York city, in the county
of New York and State of New York, this ;
4th day of October, A, D. 1011..

JOSEPH HUGHES.

Witnesses:
Arrnur Marion,
Ciuas. C. GiLv,



