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This invention relates to foundation garments 
and represents improvements over my copending 
application Serial No. 518,844, filed January 19, 
1944, issued August 7, 1945, as Patent No. 
2,381,442, for a Foundation garment. 

improved means to prevent a girdle from slipping 
upwardly especially when the wearer is in seated position. 
The upward slipping of a girdle has always 

solution heretofore, to the best of my knowledge, 
resided in the garters employed. But this 
afforded only a partial and usually unsatisfactory 
remedy, because relatively little tension can be 
exerted on stockings, the delicate fabric of which 
easily develops runs. If a stocking is tight when 
the wearer is seated, the tension may be quite in 
sufficient to avoid upward slippage when the 
Weare' is standing. If the girdle be lengthened 

may not slip upward When the Wearer is seated; 
if it does not, the tension causes considerable dis 
comfort to the Wearer. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to pro 
vide a girdle having a bottom extension for en 
gaging under or at the lower part of the buttocks, 
or the girdle being of sufficient length or other 
wise adapted to fit the individual, and expansible 
means having sufficient yield to permit expansion 
of the girdle rear wall when the wearer is seated 
and adapted to contract the rear wall when the 
wearer is standing, without causing the grip of 
the rear wall on the buttocks to be released in any position of the wearer. 
When a girdle was provided with a crotch mem 

ber, the latter reduced upward slippage, but at 
the cost of considerable discomfort at the crotch. 

It is therefore an object of the invention to pro 
Wide improved means for assuring comfort at the crotch. 
A Crotch member reduced circular tension 

about the torso, a feature highly desired by 
women. This it did by interrupting the con 
tinuity of the lower part of the girdle. . . . . . . 

It is therefore an object of the invention to furnish improved means to prevent binding at 
the crotch while permitting circular or horizontal 
girdle tension to be maintained at the crotch. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will become apparent as the specification pro Ceeds. 
With the aforesaid objects in view, the inven 

tion comprises the novel features, combinations 
and arrangements of parts hereinafter described 
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in their preferred embodiments, pointed out in 
the Subjoined claims, and illustrated in the an 
nexed drawing, wherein like parts are desig 
nated by the same reference characters through 

5 Out the Several views. One object of the invention is the provision of . . In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in rear elevation with parts 

removed, showing a girdle embodying the inven tion. 
10 FigS. 2 and 3 are sectional views taken respec been a problem. The only practical attempts at a 

tively on lines 2-2 and 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a view in rear elevation, with parts re 

moved, showing a modification. 
FigS. 5, 6 and 7 are sectional views taken re 

15 spectively on lines 5-5, 6-6, and 7-7 of Fig. 4. 
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary central sectional view 

of the same showing the crotch portion expanded to normal position, 
Fig. 9 is a view in rear elevation of another 20 modification. to engage under the buttocks, the girdle may or 
The advantages of the invention as here out 

lined are best realized when all of its features 
and instrumentalities are combined, but, useful embodiments may be produced involving less 

25 than the whole. 
It will be obvious to those skilled in the art to 

Which the invention, appertains, that the same 
may be incorporated in several different construc tions. The accompanying drawing, therefore, is 

30 submitted merely as showing a preferred exempli 
fication of the invention. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, O denotes 
a foundation garment such as a girdle embodying 
the invention, the same being an improvement 

35 over my said copending application, which is in 
corporated herein by reference. The girdle com 
prises a body encircling wall including a rear wall 

, a front wall 2 and side walls f3, the latter frequently consisting of horizontally stretching 
40 elastic. The girdle is optionally provided with a 

Crotch member 4 which is shown in Fig. 1 to 
assist in explaining the invention. 
Formed in the rear wall. is a slit or slot open ing 5 immediately adjacent to the crotch mem 

45 ber and extending in a generally horizontal direc 
tion. This length of this opening may be equal 
to the Width of the rear wall, but is preferably 
made shorter and of such length as to afford just 
enough expansibility of the opening to avoid dis 

50 comfort to the Wearer when in seated position, 
Without undue dislocation of adjacent parts of 
the garment. It will be appreciated that the 
buttocks of a relatively large women has a tend 
ency to bind and hold the adjacent parts of the 
girdle and where slippage of large portions of the 
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garment occurs, restoration to initial position 
when the wearer stands up may be difficult. 
The opening 5 may be regarded as lying SOme 

what below the center or preferably near the bot 
tom of the buttocks, because in this position it 
is best adapted for expansion and automatic con 
traction without leaving wrinkles and with only 
a reasonable stress required to restore the gar 
ment to initial position. The opening 5 may be constructed by making 
the rear wall of two sections of cloth. 5a and 5b 
seamed together only partially at 6, leaving the 
intermediate opening 5. Since the opening 5 
should be closed even When expanded, to avoid 
binding of the wearer's body on edges of the open 
ing, the section f5a is provided with an upward 
extending closure portion 7 for said Opening. 
To assure contraction of the rear wall when 
the wearer is in standing position, elastic means 
8 is provided connected at 9 to the section if 
and extending upward therefrom into connection 
With the section 5b at 20. The contracting 
means may be of generally triangular Or frusto 
triangular form, consisting for example of a plu 
rality of elastic elements 2, spaced from each 
other adjacent the center of the opening 5 and 
diminishing in length from the central region at 
the opening toward the ends thereof. Each of 
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these members is connected at seams 9, 20, and 
in Fig. 1 a part of the girdle is broken away and 
part of the stitching 20 is removed to clearly 
show one of the elements 2. 
The means 8 affords a yield distributed along 

the opening 5 and preferably varying in degree 
of stretchability or of tension under stress. Thus , 
the yield increases from the ends toward the 
center of the opening 5 to assure proper con 
traction of the rear Wall and to permit substan 
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tial elongation at the crotch as the panel T slides 
under the section 5b. By providing a Space be 
tween the elements 2, the yield at the center 
line of the crotch is a maximum, this part being 
only indirectly subjected to the elastic tension. 

40 

By causing the section 5b to lie externally, 
there is no edge of the opening 5 in contact with 
the Wearer's skin and easier relative sliding nove 
ment occurs between sections f5a and 55, and 
since the section 5a is continuous with the elastic 
elements 2 up to the seams 20 which lie above 
the buttocks, there need be little or no slippage 
between the fabric and the buttocks as the Wear 
er's body bends and straightens. The invention is adapted for advantageous use 
without the crotch member 4, since it will pre 
went upward slippage or creeping of the girdle 
as the wearer bends or assumes a sitting position. 
It is only necessary that the girdle shall properly 
grip the buttocks, in which case upward slippage 
is prevented, with the rear wall expanding, the 
elastic being insufficient to cause Such Slippage 
but being capable of contracting the rear Wall 
Substantially to initial position when the wearer 
is standing. The girdle may have sufficient cir 
cular tension to thus grip the buttocks by a suit 
able distribution of elastic and design of the gar 
ment or by the employment of adjustable closure 
means for the girdle, features well known in the 
art. Many women, however, prefer a girdle which 
fits snugly but not tightly, and in that case the 
crotch member is useful to prevent upWard creep 
ing of the girdle as well as for other purposes, 
but the tension on the crotch member has caused 
a considerable cutting-in effect on delicate tissues 
When a Woman is seated. 
In Figs. 4 to 8 is shown a modification of the 

invention wherein the girdle 25 is provided with 
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4. 
somewhat different rear and front walls 26, 27, 
the former having panels 26a and 26b, the latter 
having two end pieces between which is disposed 
an elastic means 28 seamed thereto at 29. The 
elastic means 28 comprises a crotch portion 3 
as an integral part thereof, fashion knitted or 
otherwise formed therein, the material for 28 
having Strands of rubber or of elastic plastic 
material. The said means may be sewn to the 
front wall by a seam at 3, and while the front 
Wall may be cut away about the crotch as in the 
girdle to, it may also be continuous along its 
bottom as herein shown. To afford elasticity in 
the region about the crotch for maximum con 
fort at the latter, the member 23 is made of Sub 
stantial width, and its upper part includes the 
Spaced portions 32 which are like those at 2 and 
are seamed at 33 to the panel 26th at their upper 
ends. In the drawing, the girdle is shown flat 
tened down, but when it is filled out, by the body 
of the wearer, the crotch portion 3, which begins 
at 34, appears as shown in Fig. 8, the lower part 
moving upward, and this also applies to the crotch 
4. It is now seen that the lower edge 35 of the 
upper panel 26b may extend below the upper part, 
of the crotch, so that the torso may be tightly 
held in almost to the bottom of the girdle. The 
difference may be readily seen by comparison 
With Fig. 1, and if required, the panel 26 b may 
be extended almost to the bottom of the girdle. 
This result, which can also be accomplished in 
Fig. 1, is possible because the panel 26b lies ex 
ternal of the panel 26a. Other advantages in the 
garment 25 reside in the fact, that the field of 
elastic about the crotch portion assures maximum 
comfort against horizontal as well as vertical ten 
Sions but without reducing the over-all circular 
tension of the garment. 

In Fig. 9 is shown a modification of a garment, 
40 which is like the garment iO except that the 
Crotch member is omitted but the circular Wall 
of the girdle having a downward circular exten 
Sion 4 adapted to grip around the body of the 
Wearer below the buttocks and preferably at the 
upper portions of the thighs. The girdle 49 is 
thus of greater length than the girdle i, and the 
proportions may otherwise be the sane, except 
that this construction is adapted for all women 
to Securely anchor the lower part of the rear Wall 
against upward slippage or creeping, and the 
elastic may have correspondingly greater tension 
for contracting the rear wall when the wearer 
returns from seated to standing position. Thus 
the instant device is an improvement over my 
Copending application since the opening 5 and 
the contracting tension may be made as substan 
tial as poSSible. 

I claim: 1. A foundation garment including a girdle 
having a rear wall provided with a generally hor 
izontal expansible slot opening below the cen 
ter of the buttocks and upwardly and down 
Wardly extending overlapping, slidable wall por 
tions closing said opening, a crotch member con 
nected to the girdle, the rear wall being ex 
pansible in the Seated position of the wearer to 
relieve excessive tension on the crotch member, 
and elastic means interconnecting said wall por 
tions to tend to close said opening when the 
wearer is in standing position. 

2. A foundation garment according to claim 
1 wherein the crotch member is connected to the 
upwardly extending wall portion, the down 
Wardly extending Wall portion being external of 
the latter and being continuous with the main 
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part of the rear wall and extending below the 
top of the crotch member to afford a maximum 
encirclement of the buttocks by the girdle. 

3. A foundation garnent according to claim 1 
wherein said elastic means includes a plurality 
of elastic elements Spaced from each other at 
the center of the opening, each element dimin 
ishing in length toward an adjacent end of Said 
opening, whereby the elastic tension dininishes 
from the ends toward the Center of the opening. 

4. A foundation gainent according to claim 1 
wherein the said crotch member is connected to 
the upwardly extending wall portion, the latter 
being inward of the downWardly extending Wall 
portion, the elastic means including elastic por 
tions cut on a slant for exerting a tension that 
diminishes from the ends of the opening toward 
the center thereof. 

5. A foundation garnent including a girdle 
member having a rear Wall provided With an ex 
pansible, generally horizontal slot opening be 
low the center of the buttocks of the Wearer, Said 
rear Wall having overlapping, relatively slidable 
Wall portions closing Said opening, said rear Wall 
being expansible in the seated position of the 
wearer, and elastic means interconnecting the 
Wall portions to contract the rear Wall when the 
wearer is in standing position, the elastic means 
including spaced portions Cut On a slant for ex 
erting a tension that diminishes from the ends 
of said opening to the center thereof, and said 
portions being free of the rear Wall at the center 
thereof. 
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6 
6. A foundation garment including a girdle 

having a rear wall provided with a generally hora 
izontal expansible slot opening below the center 
of the buttocks and upwardly and down Wardly 
extending Overlapping, slidable wall portions 
closing said opening, the rear wall being ex 
pansible in the Seated position of the wearer and 
contractible in the standing position of the 
Wearer, and elastic means interconnecting the 
Wall portions for controlling said expansion and 
contraction of the rear Wall. 

7. A foundation garment according to claim 
6 wherein the elastic means is cut on the slaint, 
to exert a tension which diminishes from the 
ends of the slot opening toward the ceinter 
thereof. 
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