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To all, Luhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT L. EDLERY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ports 
mouth, in the county of Rockingham and 

5 State of New Hampshire, have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Eyelets, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention consists of a japan-finished 

eyelet, such as is used on boots and shoes, 
Wherein the japan is applied in a coat suffi 
ciently thick to resist wear and abrasion on 
the parts which are subjected to such wear 
and are exposed to view, but wherein the in 
terior of the eyelet-barrel is sufficiently free 
from japan to avoid gumming and clogging 
the eyelet-setting devices of the eyelet-setting 
machines commonly used. 
When an eyeletis heavilyjapanned allower, 

inside and outside, so as to secure the requi 
site thickness of the japan coat on the rolled 
flange, the japan on the inside of the barrel 
is liable to be unevenly distributed, and even 
thicker than the japan on the rim, and it fol 
lows that when the eyelet-setting tool is in 
serted in the barrel and the clenching mem 
bers of the machine are brought together 
Some of this inside japan comes off on the 
eyelet-set and gums up its moving parts, and 
When the japan is unevenly distributed on 
the inside of the barrel the thick part of the 
japan causes one side of the barrel to split 
unevenly. 

In the drawings heretoannexed, which illus 
trate embodiments of my invention, Figure 1 
is a Cross-section, on a magnified scale, of an 
eyelet which exhibits my improvements; and 
Fig.2 shows in cross-section a modified form. 
In applying the japan to the eyelets I pre 

fer to coat only the external portions, leaving 
the interior of the barrel, except where it 
begins to flare toward the flange, and the in 
terior of the flange, if the flange be of the 
rolled-under type, free from japan. Such an 
eyelet is shown in Fig. 1, where the rolled 

45 flange F is coated With japan J, the coat be 
ginning in the flare of the barrel at i and 
ending at the inturned lip f of the flange at 
f. Thejapan is preferably applied in several 
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successive coats, each coat being baked on 

before the application of the next coat. The 5o 
external and convex parts of the flange are 
coated thickly, as atti'. At the same time I 
coat the visible parts of the exterior of the 
barrel B with a japan coating, which ex 
tends from the lip of the barrel to the point 55 
f', or thereabout. The eyelet thus finished 
presents a uniform color to the eye of the ob 
server and when attached to a shoe or other 
article gives the same finish as that obtained 
by the celluloid-coated eyelets now in use. 6o 
Moreover, the freedom of the interior of the 
barrel from japan makes the eyelet Work as 
well in the eyeleting-machine as an uncoated 
eyelet, there being no danger from gumming 
or clogging, as would be the case were the 65 
eyelet to be thickly japanned inside as well 
as Outside. 

Fig. 2 shows a flat flanged eyelet with ex 
ternal japan coats applied in substantially the 
same manner as is illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The japan finish while giving the same at 

tractive appearance to the eyelet as the cel 
luloid finish in vogue is even more durable. 
The japan-mixer skilled in his trade can 

prepare japans of various colors to match the 75 
goods to which the eyelets are to be applied. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-. 

ters Patent, is 
1. A one-piece metallic rolled-rim eyelet 

having on the exterior of the rim and outside 8o 
of the barrel a coating of japan, the lowerin 
side of the barrel and the inside of the rim 
being left bare of japan. 

2. A one-piece metallic eyelet, having a rim 
and a barrel, japanned on the rim and the 85 
outside of the barrel, the inside of the barrel 
being left bare of japan. 

3. A one-piece metallic eyelet, having a rim 
and a barrel, a thick coating of japan on the 
rim and outside of the barrel, and nowhere 9o 
else on the eyelet. 
Signed by me at Portsmouth, New Hamp 

shire, this 19th day of April, 1901. m 

ROBERT L, ELLERY. 
Witnesses: 

THOMAS H. SIMES, 
WALTER C, BENNETT, 

  


