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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM WALKER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Scan 
dia, in the county of Republic, State of Kan 
SaS, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in End-Gate Fasteners; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such as 
Will enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention is an improved device for 

Securing the end gates of wagons, the object 
of the invention being to provide a very cheap 
and simple contrivance which can be at 
tached to any of the end-gates now in use and 
One Which can be quickly and easily operated 
to lock or unlock the gate, and finally it is my 
object to provide a very safe and efficient 
form of locking device. 
With these various objects in view, the in 

Vention consists in the detailed construction 
of the several parts and their novel combina 
tion or arrangement, all of which will be fully 
described hereinafter and then pointed outin 
the appended claim. - 

In the drawings hereto annexed, and form 
ing a part of this specification Figure 1, is an 
end View of an end gate provided with my 
improved fastening attachment, the same be 
ing shown locked. Fig. 2 is a top plan view. 
As my invention can be applied to any 

form of Wagon body or end-gate,Ihave shown 
an Ordinary body A and the usual form of 
end-gate B. Screw hooks C, C, are screwed 
in the side boards of the body A, said hooks 
being held in place by the nuts c, c, upon each 
side of the side board and by means of which 
the hooks can be adjusted as hereinafter ex 
plained. 

Pivoted upon the end-gate B, is a lever D, 
to which are connected the two rodsE, E, said 
rods having loops e, e, at their outer ends for 
engagement with the hooks C, said rods pass 
ing through guide staples e', e', driven into 
the cleats of the end-gate. By throwing the 
lever in one direction or another, the rods are 
drawn taut or loosened, and the gate is either 
locked or unlocked according to the position 
of the lever. Thus when said lever is moved 
in the direction of arrow a, (Fig. 2) the rods . 
Will be drawn tight and draw the side boards 
firmly against the ends of the gate and thereby 

hold the same against displacement. When 
the lever is thrown in the direction of arrow 
b, the rods are forced outward, thus relieving 
the hooks of all tension, and the end-gate can 
be lifted out if so desired. . 
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I prefer to arrange the lever D, upon the 
end gate at right angles to the same, and pivot 
said lever upon a bracket G, which is secured 
to said end-gate and comprises a vertical mem berg, and alongitudinal memberg, to which 
the lever is pivoted. In order to hold the le 
ver in a locked position, I employ a catch H, 
pivoted to the end board and adapted to be 
turned down on the end of the lever, the end 
of said lever being bent downward as shown 
at.d, in order to permit said catch to operate 
without interfering with the rod at that side. 
By means of the nuts on the screw hooks 

said hooks can be moved in or out to regulate 
the tension of the parts, and can also be ad 
justed to take up all wear in parts. 

It will thus be seen that provide an end 
gate fastener which is exceedingly cheap, sim 
ple and efficient and which can be applied to 
any form of gate and readily operated by any 
O8. m 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
The combination with the wagon body A, 
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and end gate B, of the screw hooks C, C, ar 
ranged in the side boards of the wagon body, 
the adjusting nuts c, c, on each side of each 
side board, a bracket G, secured to the end 
gate and composed of the vertical member 9, 
and the horizontal memberg, the lever D, 
pivoted upon the memberg, the rods E, E, 
connected to the head of the lever upon oppo 
site sides of the pivot, said lever being ar 
ranged flatwise and its outer end d, bent 
downward, and a catch H, pivoted on the end 
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gate above the bent end of the lever and 
adapted to be turned down over said end to 
hold the lever locked, substantially as shown 
and described. , t 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM WALKER. 
Witnesses: 

SADE M. NICHOLAS, 
GEO. B. SMITH, 
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