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This invention relates to a latch and the general object 
of the invention is to provide an improved vehicle latch 
which is particularly adapted for use on the door of 
an automotive vehicle. 
Another object of the invention is to provide door 

latching means including a novel latch bolt. 
An additional object of the invention is to provide a 

bolt having spaced novel strike engaging tongues thereon. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a novel 

bolt operating device for use in a door latch assembly. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novelly 

mounted latch bolt. 
An additional object of the invention is to provide a 

novel latch bolt strike. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a novel 

strike and dovetail for use with a latch. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a latch 

bolt locking means wherein a push button actuated key 
lock member is employed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

vehicle door latch which includes novel means for op 
erating a door latch to release position and wherein novel 
means is employed to permit keyless locking. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 

apparent from the following description taken in con 
nection with the drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a vertical sectional view through the door of 
an automotive vehicle and pillar, with parts in elevation 
and showing the improved latch; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view taken on line 
2-2, Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 3-3, Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4, Fig. 1; 
Fig. 5 is a sectional detail showing the inside release 

device. 
Referring to the drawing by reference characters, the 

latch device is indicated generally at 10. As shown, the 
construction includes a base 11, which is adapted to be 
secured to the free end 2 of a door by fastening mem 
bers 3. The base supports a pivot or shaft 14 which 
pivotally mounts a bolt 15 for movement about an axis 
which is perpendicular to the free end of the door. A 
spring 16 normally urges the bolt about the axis of the 
shaft 14 to strike engaging position. 
The bolt 15 may be a metal stamping, although if de 

sired it may be made of plastic or may be die cast. 
The base 11 is provided with a pair of arcuate slots 17 

and 18. The bolt 5 includes a body portion which is 
disposed on one side of the base. The body portion of 
the bolt 5 has bent over tongues 19 and 20 which 
project through the slots 17 and 18 and also through 
similar slots in the free end 12 of the door so that they 
project beyond the door end for engagement with a strike 
indicated generally at 21. 
The strike may be made of suitable material and may 

be a die casting. As shown, the strike includes a base 
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70 22, which has an upper rim portion 23, an end reinforc 
ing rim 24 and a bottom reinforcing rim 25. 

2 
The strike includes faces or shoulders 26 and 27, which 

are engageable by the tongues 19 and 20 on the bolt. 
The slots 17 and 18, the tongues 19 and 20 and the 
shoulders 26 and 27 are all formed to substantially the 
same curvature with the center of curvature disposed sub 
stantially at the axis of the pivot 14. 
The strike includes a planar face 28 which is slidably 

engaged by a dovetail wedge 29. A pin 30 engaging the 
rim portions 23 and 24 slidably supports the dovetail 
wedge and a spring 31 normally urges the dovetail wedge 
to engaged position, as shown in Fig. 3. 
The dovetail wedge 29 has an inclined face 32, which 

engages a matching face 33 on a dovetail. 34. The dove 
tail 34 has a lower face 35 which engages a similar face 
36 on the lower rim 25. 
The dovetail 34 has prongs 37 which extend into slots 

37' in the base 11 and are riveted over to hold the dove 
tail on the base 11. The end 12 of the door has a slot 
through which the dovetail 34 projects. The pivot pin 
14 extends through a hole 38 in the dovetail and this 
pin i4 is secured as by riveting as at 38' so that the dove 
tail is firmly held in place. The construction also pro 
vides a relatively long support for the pin i4 so that 
the latter is held firmly in place and a strong support for 
the bolt 15 is provided. The bolt 15 includes portions 
15' and 15' at the sides of the tongues 19 and 20. The 
portions 15' and 15' are disposed over the slots 17 
and 18. 

In order to move the bolt 15 from the strike engaging 
position shown in Fig. 1, an operating member 40 is ar 
ranged on the base 11 and is provided with a plurality 
of slots 41 which receive headed pins 42 secured to the 
base 11 so that the operating member 40 may recipro 
cate. A spring 42' secured to the pin 13 normally urges 
the operating member to the left in Fig. 1. 
The operating member is moved to the right in Fig. 1 

by engagement of a core member 43 with a tongue 44 
bent up from the operating member 40. The core mem 
ber 43 is part of a release member shown as a push button 
operated lock device 45 which is mounted in a support 
46 to which a door handle such as shown in the appli 
cant's prior application Serial No. 201,284, filed Decem 
ber 18, 1950, may be secured. The core member 43 is 
of conventional construction and may be turned 90° in 
either direction by the key 47. After the member 43 has 
been turned it must be brought back to the normal inter 
mediate position shown in Fig. 1 before the key can be 
withdrawn. 
The construction is such that when the key 47 is in 

serted and is turned through 90' in either direction, it 
will turn the core 43 and will shift an eccentrically ar 
ranged locking pin 48 carried by the core either clock 
wise or anti-clockwise through an angle of 90. Also, 
when the push button portion 49 is pushed inwardly 
against the tension of a spring 50, it will move the core 
43 inwardly causing the end of the core to engage the 
tongue 44 to thereby move the operating member 40 to 
the right in Fig. 1. 
An actuating member 51 is pivotally mounted by a 

pivot pin 52 disposed upon the operating member 40. 
At one end the actuating member has a reduced tongue 
53 which extends through a slot 54 in a flange 55 which 
is bent up from the operating member 40. 
A snapover spring 60 arranged under an embossed por 

tion 61 and engaging the actuating member 51 and the 
operating member 40 serves to releasably maintain the 
actuating member with the tongue. 53 disposed at either 
the top or the bottom of the slot 54. 
At the end remote from the tongue 53 the actuating 

member has a slot 56 and has upwardly directed tongues 
57 and 58 at each side of the slot. When the parts are 
in the position shown in Fig. 1, which is the unlocked 



3. 
position of the actuating member, the locking pin 48 will 
be disposed adjacent the upper tongue 57 and will be 
releasably held in this position by the snapover spring 60. 
When the key, 47 is rotated so that, the pin. 48 moves 

upwardly, this pin will contact. the tongue. 57, and will. 
raise this tongue and will cause, the tongue 53 to move 
downwardly, to engage the bottom of the slot 54 in which 
position, it will be held by the spring 60. After this is 
done and when the key. 47 is turned to its normal; posi 
tion the pin 48 will be returned to the intermediate 
position of Fig. 1, where it will be adjacent to the tongue 
58 and the actuating members will be...in the locked pos. 
sition as will be later understood. , 
To provide means, whereby the actuating member, 

when in unlocked, position, will release...the: bolt 15, the 
latter is provided with an integral arm 6i, which is shown. 
as downwardly directed and which is raised by a stepped, 
portion 62 so that it is disposed over the actuating mem 
ber 5, 
The arm. 61, is provided with a cutaway portion. 63. 

which includes a shoulder 64.adapted to be engaged by 
a tongue 65 bent up from the actuating member 51, and 
the construction is such that when the parts are in the 
position shown in Fig. 1, and the push button 49 is 
pushed inwardly, the core. 43 will move inwardly and will 
engage the tongue. 44 on the operating member 40 caus 
ing the operating member to advance, carrying the pivot 
52 therewith and carrying the actuating member 51 and 
the pin 65 on the actuating member, into engagement 
with the shoulder 64: to thus rock the arm 6 and move 
the bolt 15 so that the bolt tongues 19 and 28 clear the 
strike shoulders. 26 and 27 to thus move the bolt, to door 
releasing position. . 
When the actuating member is moved to a downward 

(locked) position so that the pin.65 is below the shoul 
der 64, a movement which can be effected by the key 
47 turning the core 43 and the pin. 48 downwardly or 
by downward movement of a push button 66 disposed 
within the vehicle body and connected to a push rod 67 
which latter engages a tongue 68 in the tongue 53. When 
the parts are in the position last described forward move 
ment of the push button will cause the pin 65, thereon 
to move in a slot 69 forming a part of the cutaway por 
tion 63 and the pin 65 will engage; no part of the arm 
61 so that there will be no movement of the arm 61. 
and no unlatching movement of the bolt. 
Thus it will be seen that when the lock is unlocked 

movement of the outside push button will rock the boit, 
but when the latch is in locked position such movement: 
of the pushbutton will not release the bolt, 

In order to release the bolt by means of the inside. 
handle 70 regardless of whether the latch is locked or 
unlocked, the inside...handle, when operated; will shift. 
a pull member 7 which is connected to a crank 72 
mounted on the pin. 73, which latter is disposed on a 
tongue 74 bent from the base 11 
The lower end of the arm. 61 has a tongue 75thereon 

which moves in a slot 76 in the tongue. 74 and is en 
gaged by the free end 77 of the crank 72. When the 
member 71 is pulled it will rock the crank 72 so that 
the crank end 77 will move the tongue 75 to the right 
in Figs. 1 and 5, thereby rocking the bolt to... door re 
leasing position. 

In order to avoid the unintentional locking of a door 
when it is shut while the latch is in locked position, the 
cutaway portion, 63 includes an inclined cam face 78 
which is angularly disposed. When the tongues 19. and 
20 on the bolt ride over the strike. and are moved down 
wardly by the strike in the act of closing the door the 
arm. 6i. Swings in an anticlockwise direction, the cam, 
78 will raise the pin.65, thus lifting the actuating mem. 
ber to unlocked position. . 

Should an operator desire to lock...the-door, the latch. 
is placed in locked position by pushing down on the push. 
button. 66 while the. door is open. The push: button, 
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49 is then pushed inwardly. This will move the pin 65 
into the portion 69 of the cutaway part 63. When the 
door is closed and the bolt 5 is rocked to rock the cam 
78, the cam 78 will not engage the pin 65 and there will 
be no movement of the pin 65 and actuating member 
51 to unlocked position, so that after the push button 
49 has been released, the latch will remain in locked 
condition. 
When the door-is moved to closed, position the tongue 

19 of the bolt will be moved downwardly by engage 
ment with the curved portion 23' of the rim 23 and 
will be moved down by this engagement until the part 
23' is passed whereupon the tongue 19 will move up 
wardly to engage, the shoulder 20 in...safety locked po 
sition. 

Further movement of the door to fully closed position 
will cause the tongue 19 to move along the portion 23' 
of the rim. 23 until both tongues 19 and 20 are free to 
move to the position shown in Fig. 3 where the tongue 
19 engages the shoulder. 26 and, the tongue 20 engages 
the shoulder 27. 

This construction provides a safety, latch, position for 
the bolt when the door. is partly closed. and, when the 
door is fully closed the construction provides, spaced 
engagement areas for holding the door closed and should 
the material defining one of these areas be accidentally 
broken away there will still be a remaining area of ens. 
gagement so that the likelihood of accidental door open 
ing is reduced. 

In the described construction, due to the fact that the 
actuating member which is moved to release the bolt 
directly engages, the bolt, in the releasing operation, a 
minimum number of parts is required in the making and 
assembly of the latch while at the same time a rigid, se 
curely held and readily released latch construction is 
provided. 

Having thus described the invention, I claim: 
1. In a door latch, a base, a shaft on the base, a bolt 

pivotally mounted on the shaft and including an elongated 
body portion disposed on one side of the base, and a dove 
tail disposed on the other side of the base, said shaft 
engaging said dovetail. 

2. In a door lock, a base, a shafton; the base, a bolt. 
including a body portion pivotally mounted on the shaft 
and disposed on, one side of the base, a dovetail disposed 
on the other side of the base, said shaft engaging said 
dovetail, said base having spaced slots therein, said bolt 
body portion having spaced segmental tongues thereon, 
said tongues extending through, and being movable in said 
slots, means to advance the bolt to engaged position with 
the tongues...moving in the slots and means to move the 
bolt from engaged position. 

3. In a door latch, a base, a shaft on the base, a bolt 
including a body portion pivotally mounted on the shaft. 
and disposed on one side of the base, a dovetail disposed 
on the other side. of the base, said shaft engaging said. 
dovetail, said base having spaced segmental slots therein, 
the center of the curvature of the slots being substantially 
the axis of the shaft, said bolt body portion having ra. 
dially, spaced segmental tongues thereon, the center of 
curvature of said tongues being substantially the axis of 
the shaft, said tongues extending through and being mov 
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able in said slots, means to advance the bolt to engaged 
position with the tongues moving in the slots and means on 
the base to move the bolt from engaged position. 

4. In a door, lock, a base, a bolt including a body port 
tion pivotally, mounted on the base, said base having a slot 
therein, said bolt having a tongue. thereon, said tongue. 
being directed parallel to the axis of the pivotal mounting: 
of the bolt. said tongue extending, through, and being move. 
able in said slot, means to advance the bolt to strike: 
engaged position, with...the-tongue-moving in the slot and 
means to move the bolt. from strike engaged position. ... 
... 5. In a door:latch, a base, a shaft. on the base, a bolt 
including a body portion pivotallymounted on the shaft. 
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and disposed on one side of the base, said base having 
spaced segmental slots therein, the center of the curvature 
of the slots being substantially the axis of the shaft, said 
bolt body portion having spaced segmental tongues 
thereon, the center of curvature of said tongues being 
substantially the axis of the shaft, said tongues extending 
through and being movable in said slots, means to advance 
the bolt to engaged position with the tongues moving in 
the slots and means on the base to move the bolt from engaged position. Y 

6. In a door latch, a base, a shaft on the base, a bolt 
including a body portion pivotally mounted on the shaft 
and disposed on one side of the base, said base having 
radially spaced segmental slots therein, the center of the 
curvture of the slots being substantially the axis of the 
shaft, said bolt body portion having radially spaced seg 
mental tongues thereon, the center of curvature of said 
tongues being substantially the axis of the shaft, said 
tongues extending through and being movable in said 
slots, means to advance the bolt to engaged position with 
the tongues moving in the slots, and a strike including a 
pair of radially spaced segmental shoulders, the shoulders 
having substantially the same center of curvature and the 
same radii as that of the tongues, said tongues engaging 
said shoulders when the bolt is in engaged position. 

7. In a door latch, a base, a shaft on the base, a bolt 
including a body portion pivotally mounted on the shaft 
and disposed on one side of the base, a dovetail wedge dis 
posed on the other side of the base, said shaft engaging 
said dovetail wedge, said base having radially spaced seg 
mental slots therein, the center of the curvature of the slots 
being substantially the axis of the shaft, said bolt body 
portion having radially spaced segmental tongues thereon, 
the center of curvature of said tongues being substantially 
the axis of the shaft, said tongues extending through and 
being movable in said slots, means to advance the bolt to 
engaged position with the tongues moving in the slots, a 
strike comprising a body of general triangular shape in 
cluding a base having a rim extending across one side 
thereof, said rim including a pair of radially spaced seg 
mental shoulders, the shoulders having the same center 
of curvature and the same radii as that of the tongues, 
said rim having a dovetail wedge engaging face, a dove 
tail wedge, means mounting the dovetail wedge for slid 
ing movement across said face, spring means normally 
urging the dovetail wedge towards the shoulders, said base 
having a second rim at one end, said base having a third 
rim at the side opposite to said first rim, said third rim 
having a face slidably engageable by a dovetail on a door. 

8. A door securing device comprising a body of gen 
eral triangular shape including a base having a rim ex 
tending across one side thereof, said rim including a latch 
bolt engaging segmental shoulder, the said rim having a 
dovetail wedge engaging face, a dovetail wedge, means 
mounting the dovetail wedge for sliding movement across 
said face, spring means normally urging the dovetail 
wedge towards the shoulder, said base having another rim 
at the side opposite to said first rim, said other rim hav 
ing a face slidably engageable by a dovetail on a door. 

9. A door securing device comprising a body of gen 
eral triangular shape including a base and having a rim 
extending across one side thereof, said rim including a 
pair of radially spaced segmental shoulders, the shoulders 
having the same center of curvature, said rim having a 
dovetail wedge engaging face, a dovetail wedge, means 
mounting the dovetail wedge for sliding movement across 
said face, spring means normally urging the dovetail 
wedge towards the shoulders, said base having a second 
rim at one end, said base having a third rim at the side 
opposite to said first rim, said third rim having a face 
slidably engageable by a dovetail on a door. 

10. In a door lock, a base, a bolt including a body 
having a strike engaging portion disposed on one side of 
said base, a shaft on the base supporting the bolt for 
pivotal movement to engaged position against a strike, an 
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arm integral with and rigid with the bolt body, said arm 
including a portion disposed on the other side of said 
base, said arm being adapted to rock said bolt to strike 
releasing position, means to hold the bolt in engagement 
with a strike, a shiftably mounted operating member, an 
actuating member, pivotal means supporting the actuating 
member on the operating member for bodily movement 
with the operating member and for swinging movement 
from locked to unlocked position independent of the op 
erating member, lock operated means for moving the actu 
ating member to either of its two positions, releasable 
means to hold the actuating member in either of its two 
positions, said lock operated means including a push mem 
ber, means including coacting parts on said actuating mem 
ber and said bolt arm for moving the arm and rocking 
the bolt to releasing position when the push member is 
operated while the actuating member is in unlocked posi 
tion, the coacting parts of said last means being ineffec 
tive to release the bolt when the push member is operated 
while the actuating member is in locked position, and 
manually operated means operable to move the actuating 
member from locked to unlocked position and vice versa. 

11. In an automobile door lock, a substantially planar 
base adapted to be secured upon the end of a door, an 
elongated bolt, said bolt including a body portion disposed 
on one side of said base, means pivotally supporting said 
bolt body portion for movement about an axis which is 
perpendicular to the base so that the bolt body moves in 
a plane which is parallel to the base, said bolt body in 
cluding a strike engaging part disposed on the other side 
of said base, means urging the bolt body towards strike 
engaging position, an arm integral with and rigid with 
the bolt body, said arm having a free end portion, said 
arm being adapted to rock the bolt body from strike en 
gaging position, the arm being mounted to move in a 
plane which is parallel to the plane of the base and is dis 
posed on said one side of said base, an outside operated 
release member mounted on the base for movement in 
a plane parallel to the base to bolt releasing position, 
means on the release member engaging the arm for rock 
ing the arm to move the bolt from strike engaging posi 
tion when the release member is actuated and means to 
render the release means ineffective to free the bolt when 
the release member is actuated. 

12. In an automobile door lock, a substantially planar 
base adapted to be secured upon the end of a door, an 
elongated bolt, said bolt including a body portion dis 
posed on one side of said base, means pivotally supporting 
said bolt body portion for movement about an axis which 
is perpendicular to the base so that the bolt body moves 
in a plane which is parallel to the base, said bolt body 
including a strike engaging part disposed on the other 
side of said base, means urging the bolt towards strike 
-engaging position, an arm integral with and rigid with 
the bolt body and langularly disposed with respect to the 
bolt body, said arm being movable with the bolt and 
adapted to rock the bolt from strike engaging position, 
the arm being movable in a plane which is parallel to 
the plane of the base and is disposed on said one side of 
the base, an outside operated release member mounted 
on the base for movement in a plane parallel to the base 
to bolt releasing position, means on the release member 
engaging the arm for rocking the arm to move the bolt 
from strike engaging position when the release member 
is actuated, locking means to render the release means 
ineffective to free the bolt when the release means is actu 
ated, and restoring means including coacting parts on the 
release member and on the arm and actuated by move 
ment of the bolt upon a closing movement of the door, 
when the release member is in locked position, for re 
storing said release member to unlocked position. 

(References on following page) 
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