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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. S. POTWIN, 

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Coal-Wases; of which 
improvements the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which my invention ap 
pertains to make and use the said improve 
ments, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawing, forming a part hereof, and in 

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of a coal-vase 
provided with my improvements; Fig. 2, a 
top or plan view of the removable arms; and 
Fig. 3, a vertical section in the plane of the 
line at a. 

Like letters of reference indicate like parts. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

vases of this class with a rest and arms for 
supporting the shovel, tongs, &c., and which 
will be cheap, readily removable and replace 
able, and concealed from view while the vase 
is in use. To this end my invention consists 
of a rest and of arms for the purposes set 
forth, and constructed, arranged, and applied 
or attached to the vase substantially as here 
inafter described. 

In the drawing, A represents the vase, 
which may be made of sheet metal, and in the 
usual manner. Attached to the upper part 
of the rear wall of the vase are the V-shaped 
pieces at a, having a turned-over edge, as rep 
resented at a' (cf. e. e are loops or eyes at 
tached to the lower part of the rear wall of 
the vase. B is the part constituting the rest. 
This part is trough-shaped, and provided on 
its rear face with the downwardly-projecting 
tonguese ef, constructed and arranged to en 
ter, the loops or eyes e e, so as to support the 
rest when the tongues enter the loops. This 
rest or trough may be made of any suitable 
material, preferably of sheet-iron, to prevent 
the liability of breakage during transporta 
tion and at other times, and to render it light 
and tough. In order to attach it to the vase 
the tongues e'e' should be arranged in the 
loops or eyes e e. In this manner the rest is 
firmly fastened, but may be readily applied 
and removed. C is the part constituting the 
arms, and c e are V-shaped projections ex 

tending downwardly therefrom, and corre 
sponding in size to the pieces a. a. This part 
may be made of any suitable material, pref. 
erably of a metal somewhat spring-like or 
yielding, so as to prevent danger of breakage, 
and to render it light. The form of this part 
is clearly shown in Fig. 2, being bent into 
bows, as shown, the ends of which approach 
each other and stand out a little way from 
the vase, the extreme ends being rounded or 
bent outwardly, as represented, so that when 
these parts are made yielding or of spring 
metal the fire-irons will be prevented from 
falling laterally therefrom, but may be read 
ily arranged therein and removed therefrom 
by pressing the free ends of the bows slightly 
for that purpose from the vase. The part C 
may be firmly attached to the vase by ar 
ranging the pieces or extensions oc in the 
grooves or recesses a? a, and may be readily 
applied and removed. - 

It will be perceived that when the vase is in 
use, the rest and arms, by being placed on its 
rear face, will be concealed from view, and 
hence need not be rendered expensive by or 
namentation, while at the same time the or 
namental ends of the fire-iron will be exposed, 
so as to be conveniently reached. A compar 
atively small amount of material is employed 
in the construction of these attachments, and 
the vase is not enlarged to receive them. Dur 
ing transportation, or when not in use, they 
may be placed in the vase, thus occupying no 
extra room, and not being liable to be broken. 
The means employed for the purpose of ren 
dering them readily attachable and remova 
ble are simple and inexpensive. 
I do not here intend to limit myself to the 

bow-shaped arms, when made of spring-like 
or yielding metal for the purposes set forth, 
as they will answer the purpose for which 
they are intended if made of rigid material, 
the free ends of the bows being set suffi 
ciently far from the vase to receive the fire 
irons. 

I am aware that vases of this class have 
heretofore been provided with removable arms 
and rests arranged on the sides thereof, and 
that a separate compartment to receive the 
fire-irons has been arranged in the rear of the 
vase, and I do not here claim such; but 
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Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. The rest or trough B, provided with the 
tonguese e', in combination with a coal-vase 
having in its rear face the loops or eyes e e, 
substantially as and for the purposes specified. 

2. The coal-vase A, having eyes, loops, or 

recesses in its rear face, in combination with 
the rest B and arms C C, each provided with 
tongues to enter the said eyes, substantially 
as and for the purposes specified. 

WILLIAM. S. POTWIN. 
Witnesses: 

F. F. WARNER, 
FRANK C. WING. 


