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Description

[0001] The present invention concerns a receptacle
for food.

[0002] It is known that food such as paté, in particular

meat paste and such, are sold, and are usually also pre-
pared in a receptacle such as a terrine or such. Such a
receptacle can be found in FR-A-2 667 575, for exam-
ple. In food stores, these products are presented in their
receptacle in the counter and, depending on the
demand, are taken out of the receptacle by successively
cutting and/or detaching portions in the shape of slices.
[0003] This has the disadvantage that the consumer,
at the time when such receptacle is almost empty,
wrongfully thinks that the last portion in the receptacle is
no longer fresh. Most consumers are mislead by this
idea, and they do not buy said last portion.

[0004] In order to prevent that the product concerned
is no longer sold, the seller will often have to consider
the last portion as waste and replace the receptacle
which is not empty yet by a full receptacle.

[0005] The invention aims a receptacle for food which
excludes the above-mentioned disadvantages.

[0006] To this end, the invention consists of a recepta-
cle for food in the shape of a basin, the bottom of which
is provided with a raised part connected to a side wall of
the receptacle, whereby the top surface of the raised
bottom part is situated at a small distance under the top
edge of the space to be filled.

[0007] By filling such a receptacle with food up to a
small height above the raised bottom part, and by sub-
sequently systematically cutting off the food as of the
end opposite the raised bottom part, the consumer will
no longer have the wrong impression, at the moment
when only a small quantity of the food remains, that the
last portion is of inferior quality.

[0008] The invention also makes it possible to present
different quantities of a food product in a uniform way by
changing the dimensions of the raised bottom part,
whereby the dimensions of the receptacle remain unal-
tered.

[0009] Preferably, the top surface of the raised bottom
part is situated at a small distance under the top edge of
the space of the receptacle to be filled, in particular at a
distance of less than 15 mm.

[0010] According to the most preferred embodiment,
the raised bottom part has the shape of a step which
locally extends over the entire width of the receptacle,
with a top surface which is horizontal or almost horizon-
tal, and a front side which is vertical or almost vertical.
[0011] According to the most preferred embodiment,
the receptacle is also characterized in that the raised
bottom part extends from the front edge of this bottom
part up to the inner edge of the receptacle over a dis-
tance which is at least 3 cm in order to ideally obtain the
intended effect.

[0012] The invention is particularly meant to be used
in terrines, in other words stoneware basins, but of
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course it can also be used in other receptacles.

[0013] According to a special embodiment, the outer
wall is made continuously, such that the raised bottom
part cannot be seen from outside, so that the receptacle
keeps its conventional outward appearance.

[0014] As will be further described, the invention also
concerns certain applications of the above-mentioned
receptacle.

[0015] In order to better explain the characteristics of
the invention, the following preferred embodiments are
described as an example only without being limitative in
any way, with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which:

figure 1 shows a top view in perspective of a recep-
tacle according to the invention;

figure 2 shows a bottom view in perspective of the
receptacle of figure 1;

figure 3 shows a longitudinal section of the recepta-
cle according to figures 1 and 2, when filled;

figure 4 shows a similar view as figure 3, whereby
there is only a small quantity of food left in the
receptacle;

figure 5 shows a special application of the recepta-
cle;

figures 6, 7 and 8 show parts of a number of vari-
ants of receptacles according to the invention,
whereby the raised bottom parts are realized in dif-
ferent manners.

[0016] As is shown in figures 1 to 4, the invention con-
cerns a receptacle 1 for food 2.

[0017] The receptacle 1 is hereby made in the shape
of a basin, in particular a rectangular terrine which, con-
nected to the side wall 3 thereof, has a raised bottom
part 4.

[0018] This raised bottom part 4 has the shape of a
step, which extends locally over the entire width of the
receptacle 1 and which has a top surface 5 which is hor-
izontal or almost horizontal, and a front side 6 which is
vertical or almost vertical.

[0019] As is represented in figure 3, the top surface 5
is situated at a small distance D1 under the top edge 7
of the space 8 to be filled, whereby this distance D1 is
preferably smaller than 15 mm.

[0020] The raised bottom part 4, which in this case is
situated near a short side of the receptacle 1, extends
from the front edge 9 of this bottom part 4 up to the inner
edge 10 of the receptacle 1 over a distance D2 which is
in this case at least 3 cm.

[0021] In the example from figures 1 to 4, the raised
bottom part 4 is a fixed part of the receptacle 1 and con-
sists of an introversion 11 on the outside of the recepta-
cle 1. The wall parts 12-13 which confine the long sides
extend past the introversion 11, however, in particular
over the entire or almost the entire length of the recep-
tacle 1.

[0022] ltis clear that the receptacle 1 according to the
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invention is preferably provided at only one side with
such a raised bottom part 4.

[0023] The receptacle 1 according to the invention is
meant to be filled with food 2, in particular paté which,
as is represented in figures 3 and 4, can be taken out of
the receptacle 1 in portions 14 in the shape of slices or
such.

[0024] According to the invention, the receptacle 1 is
hereby filled up to above the raised bottom part 4, as is
represented in figure 3, such that this bottom part 4 is
hidden from view.

[0025] Asthefood 2 is sold, a situation as represented
in figure 4 is created, whereby only a quantity of food 2
which represents one portion 14 is left in the receptacle
1. Since the consumer does not notice that this is the
last portion, he will not have the wrong impression that
this is a last portion of inferior quality.

[0026] After said last portion 14 has been removed,
the receptacle 1 is replaced by a full receptacle,
whereby the small quantity of product situated above
the raised bottom part 4 is waste.

[0027] In case the receptacle 1 is filled with food 2
which contains a top layer 15, such as a layer of fat or a
crust, as is represented in figure 5, the filling is prefera-
bly carried out such that only the top layer 15 is provided
above the raised bottom part 4, so that there is no basic
product 16, which is situated under the top layer 15 and
which is usually expensive, above the raised bottom
part 4.

[0028] Finally, it should be noted that the raised bot-
tom part 4 can also be made in other ways than by
means of the above-mentioned introversion 11.

[0029] By way of example, figure 6 shows an embod-
iment whereby the raised bottom part 4 consists of a
thickening 17 in the side wall 3. In order to reduce the
weight, a cavity 18 can be provided herein, as is repre-
sented in figure 7, which either or not opens in the bot-
tom side 19.

[0030] Figure 8 shows a variant whereby the raised
bottom part 4 consists of an insert piece 20, which is for
example glued or clamped in the receptacle, which
offers the advantage that existing receptacles can sim-
ply be converted into a receptacle as described above.
[0031] It should be noted that the invention can also
be applied to a round or other basin, whereby the raised
bottom part in this case extends over a bow section.
[0032] The present invention is by no means limited to
the embodiments described as an example and repre-
sented in the accompanying figures; on the contrary,
such a receptacle as well as the applications thereof
can be made in all sorts of variants while still remaining
within the scope of the invention.

Claims
1. Receptacle for food in the shape of a basin, the bot-

tom of which is provided with a raised part, charac-
terized in that the raised bottom part (4) is
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connected to a side wall (3) of the receptacle and
that the top surface (5) of the raised bottom part (4)
is situated at a small distance (D1) under the top
edge (7) of the space (8) to be filled.

2. Receptacle according to claim 1, characterized in
that the top surface (5) is situated at a distance (D1)
of less than 15 mm under the top edge (7).

3. Receptacle according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the raised bottom part
(4) extends from the front edge (9) of this bottom
part (4) up to the inner edge (10) of the receptacle
(1) over a distance (D2) which is at least 3 cm.

4. Receptacle according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the raised bottom part
(4) has the shape of a step, which extends locally
over the entire width of the receptacle (1) and which
has a top surface (5) which is horizontal or almost
horizontal, and a front side (6) which is vertical or
almost vertical.

5. Receptacle according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it consists of a terrine,
in other words a stoneware basin.

6. Receptacle according to any of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it is rectangular and in
that the raised bottom part (4) is situated near one
of the short sides.

7. Receptacle according to claim 6, characterized in
that the raised bottom part (4) consists of an intro-
version (11) in the side wall (3) of the receptacle (1)
and in that the wall parts (12-13) which confine the
long sides of the receptacle extend past the intro-
version (11) and over the entire or almost the entire
length of the receptacle (1).

8. Receptacle according to any of claims 1 to 6, char-
acterized in that the raised bottom part (4) consists
of an insert piece (20).

Patentanspriiche

1. Behalter fir ein Lebensmittelprodukt, in Form einer
Schussel, dessen Boden mit einem erhéhten Teil
versehen ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das
erhéhte Bodenteil (4) an eine Seitenwand (3) des
Behalters anschlie3t und dafB die obere Flache (5)
des erhéhten Bodenteils (4) sich in einem kleinen
Abstand (D1) unter der Oberkante (7) des zu fullen-
den Raums (8) befindet.

2. Behalter gemaB Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB die obere Flache (5) sich in einem
Abstand (D1) von weniger als 15 mm unter der
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Oberkante (7) befindet.

Behalter gemaB einem der vorangehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das
erhéhte Bodenteil (4) sich von der Vorderkante (9)
dieses Bodenteils (4) bis zur Innenkante (10) des
Behalters (1) tber einen Abstand (D3), der minde-
stens 3 cm betragt, erstreckt.

Behalter gemaB einem der vorangehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das
erhohte Bodenteil (4) die Form einer Stufe hat, die
sich 6rtlich Uber die gesamte Breite des Behéalters
(1) erstreckt und die eine obere Flache (5) aufweist,
die horizontal oder nahezu horizontal ist, und eine
Vorderseite (6), die vertikal oder nahezu vertikal ist.

Behalter gemaB einem der vorangehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB er aus
einer Terrine besteht, mit anderen Worten, einer
Keramikschiissel.

Behalter gemaB einem der vorangehenden
Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB er recht-
eckig ist und daB das erhéhte Bodenteil (4) sich in
der Nahe einer der Schmalseiten befindet.

Behélter gemaB Anspruch 6, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB das erhéhte Bodenteil (4) aus einer
Einstulpung (11) in der Seitenwand (3) des Behal-
ters (1) besteht und daB die Wanditeile (12-13), die
die Langsseiten des Behalters begrenzen, sich
Uber die Einstllpung (11) hinaus und Uber die
gesamte oder nahezu gesamte Lange des Behal-
ters (1) erstrecken.

Behalter gemaB einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das erhéhte Boden-
teil (4) aus einem Einsatzelement (20) besteht.

Revendications

1.

Réceptacle pour aliments en forme de bassin dont
le fond est pourvu d'une partie surélevée, caracté-
risé en ce que la partie de fond surélevée (4) est
reliée & une paroi latérale (3) du réceptacle et en ce
que la surface supérieure (5) de la partie de fond
surélevée (4) se situe a une faible distance (D1)
sous le bord supérieur (7) de I'espace (8) a remplir.

Réceptacle suivant la revendication 1, caractérisé
en ce que la surface supérieure (5) se situe a une
distance (D1) inférieure & 15 mm sous le bord
supérieur (7).

Réceptacle suivant l'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la par-
tie de fond surélevée (4) s'étend & partir du bord
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avant (9) de cette partie de fond (4) jusqu'au bord
intérieur (10) du réceptacle (1) sur une distance
(D2) qui s'éléve au moins a 3 cm.

Réceptacle suivant I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la par-
tie de fond surélevée (4) présente la forme d'une
marche, qui s'étend localement sur toute la largeur
du réceptacle (1) et qui présente une surface supé-
rieure (5) qui est horizontale ou pratiquement hori-
zontale et une paroi avant (6) qui est verticale ou
pratiquement verticale.

Réceptacle suivant I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu'il s'agit
d'une terrine, ou en d'autres termes d'un bassin en
pierre.

Réceptacle suivant I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu'il estrec-
tangulaire et en ce que la partie de fond surélevée
(4) se situe a proximité de I'une des largeurs.

Réceptacle suivant la revendication 6, caractérisé
en ce que la partie de fond surélevée (4) consiste
en une introversion (11) dans la paroi latérale (3) du
réceptacle (1) et en ce que les parties de parois
(12, 13) qui délimitent les longueurs du réceptacle
s'étendent au-dela de l'introversion (11) et sur toute
ou pratiquement toute la longueur du réceptacle

().

Réceptacle suivant I'une quelconque des revendi-
cations 1 & 6, caractérisé en ce que la partie de
fond surélevée (4) consiste en une piéce rapportée
(20).
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