1492730
A~ (19)Y ERBEAFEMER
(12) R AT ALK ()mEHRE  TWI492730 B
4548 FERE 104 (2015 £ 07 A 21 8

(21) ¥ 3 £ 3% © 102102026 (22)¥ 38 : FERE 102(2013) £ 01 B 18 B

(5D)Int. CI. : A47J31/00  (2006.01) A47J36/00  (2006.01)

(30)E s 42 © 2012/02/02 3#* 1201838.8

(THFF A F RS RHAE N (£ EH)KRAFT FOODS R&D, INC.  (US)
£H

(72)% 88 A : T# % & B -k DINGLE, REBECCA (GB) ; & &7 4% #7 2 %] 4 25 45 # MASTERS,
OLIVER LAWRENCE (GB)

(THRIZA : B3 AF T

(56) 54 ik

W M402683 W 201136560A

US  6904840B1
FEANR I
PHEMEEAK 19 BEA#:20 H£STH

(54) % #%

AR E BB R RERE - TERRK()

CLAMPING MECHANISM, METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO
BEVERAGE PREPARATION MACHINES(1)
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A clamping mechanism for a beverage preparation machine is provided comprising: a support; a holder
for a beverage cartridge; and a clamp.

The holder capable of being coupled to and decoupled from the support. Wherein the holder is rotatable
about a first axis of the clamping mechanism between: 1) a first position, in which the holder is able to be
coupled to or decoupled from the support and the holder and clamp are relatively spaced apart in the direction
of the first axis; and ii) a second position in which the holder is retained to the support and the holder and
clamp are relatively close to one another in the direction of the first axis such that a beverage cartridge held

in use in the holder is clamped between the holder and the clamp.
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Wherein the clamping mechanism further comprises an inlet piercer for forming an inlet in the beverage

cartridge. Wherein the inlet piercer forms part of, or is coupled to, the clamp and is able to rotate with the

holder about the first axis.
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A clamping mechanism for a beverage preparation machine
is provided comprising:

a support,

a holder for a beverage cartridge; and'

a clamp.

The holder capable of being coupled to and decoupled
from the support. Wherein the holder is rotatable about
a first axis of the clamping mechanism between:

i)a first position, in which the holder is able to be coupled
to or decoupled from the support and the holder and clamp
are relatively spaced apart in the direction of the first axis;
and

ii)a second position in which tﬁe holder is retained to the
support and the holder and clamp are relatively close to
one another in the direction of the first axis such that a
beverage cartridge held in use in the holder is clamped
between the holder and the clamp.

Wherein the clamping mechanism further comprises an
inlet piercer for forming an inlet in the beverage cartridge.
Wherein the inle‘t piercer forms part of, or is coupled to,

the clamp and is able to rotate with the holder about the
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first axis.
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IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO BEVERAGE
PREPARATION MACHINES(1)
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